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Types of Papers
I. Cause and Effect Paper

Cause and effect papers show a relationship between an action and a result. For example, students may be assigned a paper in which they discuss the effects of watching too much television. The cause of the problem would be television watching. The effects may be weight gain, procrastination, or laziness (among other effects). Make sure to read the prompt carefully, noting whether you are to discuss causes, effects, or both in your paper. Here are some common structures for cause and effect essays: 
Introduction





Introduction

Body Paragraph #1: Cause #1



Body Paragraph #1: Cause #1 and Effect #1

Body Paragraph #2: Effect #1



Body Paragraph #2: Cause 32 and Effect #2


Body Paragraph #3: Cause #2



Conclusion

Body Paragraph #4: Effect #2

Conclusion 
Sample Outlines of the above Cause and Effect Structures
Introduction: Major causes and effects of rain

Introduction: Major causes and effects of rain

BP #1: Raining





BP #1: Raining can cause flooding
BP #2: Floods





BP #2: More rain can cause mudslides
BP #3: More Rain




Conclusion: Rain can cause destruction
BP #4: Mudslides

Conclusion: Rain can cause destruction 

*Please note that you may need more or fewer paragraphs than the samples given above. The number of paragraphs in your essay is dependent on the requirements of the assignment. 

II. Claim, Argument, or Persuasive Paper
Argumentative papers prove a point about a topic. The key to these papers is that there is a clear stance or claim about an issue. For example, the 
III. Process Analysis (How to) Paper

IV. Summary or Survey Paper
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