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Subordinators:  another way of joining ideas.





When you begin a sentence with a subordinate clause, you need to put a comma after the subordinate clause.


Use no comma if your subordinate clause is placed in the middle of the sentence. (Although and while are the exceptions to this second rule.)





Look at these examples; notice the principle of punctuation for sentences that include a subordinate clause.





Because he loved to write, Baldwin was willing to move away.


Baldwin was willing to move away because he loved to write.


Since he loved to write, he sacrificed much.


He sacrificed much since he loved to write.


Although he struggled at first, he eventually became a famous writer.


He eventually became a famous writer, although he did struggle at first.





An easy way to remember:
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Although


When
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While


As if
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Until
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Transitions are another way to join two sentences and show a relationship between them.  When you use a transition, put a semi-colon or period between the two sentences; furthermore, place a comma after the transitional word.





Moreover	During an earthquake, it is important to


		remain calm; however, it is difficult to do so


Therefore	when the earth is jerking beneath your feet.





Then		Jaime worked all weekend on his truck.


		Therefore, he didn’t finish his essay.


Nevertheless


		The emigrants endured appalling 


However	conditions on the ship.  Moreover, they went


		through terrible medical examinations at


Thus		Ellis Island.





Furthermore	





Consequently





* Thus and then don’t need to be followed by a comma.








Conjunctions ( FANBOYS


Conjunctions are one way to join two ideas or sentences.  Use a comma only when the conjunction joins two complete sentences.





, For		I studied hard, and I made


, And		progress.


, Nor		I studied hard and made


, But		progress


, Or		I’d like to go, but I don’t


, Yet		have time.


, So		I’d like to go but not now.





Special Note





A semi-colon functions like a period; it separates two complete sentences.
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