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Strategies for Preventing and Detecting Plagiarism

“Plagiarism” is a nasty word with which most instructors hope to never deal. The reality, however, is that it does occasionally happen. The sections below offer practices and ideas that may help you prevent and detect plagiarism in your courses. Please offer any other practices you have found useful in your courses as well! 

In-class Activities and Practices

· Have student bring sources to class. Using some of the sources they plan on quoting in their work, conduct a workshop that teaches students how to properly incorporate outside material

· Give students time to work on sections of their writing in class. For example, allow time for planning, revising, and editing. Doing this will allow you to familiarize yourself with each student’s topic, ability, and progress.

· Conduct workshops for different parts of the essay. For example, early on in the assignment, ask student to bring in their thesis sentences. Later on in the process, have students bring various paragraphs or sections of their essays. 

· Require more in-class writing so that you become familiar with each student’s ability.

· Check students’ bluebooks before the writing session begins and stamp them, or have student turn in blank bluebooks before writing and redistribute them. It may seem a bit time-consuming, but it will prevent students from bringing in essays already written. 

· Put more weight on in-class writing. 

Drafting Ideas

· Instead of only requiring students to turn in final drafts, ask them to include:

· A self-evaluation letter

· Multiple drafts

· Peer-reviewed copies

· Working  and annotated bibliographies 

· Photocopies of sources

Teaching Strategies

· Instruct documentation at various times throughout the semester. Don’t expect students to “get it” from one lecture or activity. One idea is to teach direct quotations, summarizing, and/or paraphrasing on separate days. 

· In distance learning classes, hold several on-campus meetings in which students write.  

· Make writing assignments and topics specific. If a topic/prompt is complexly-woven into a text, plagiarism may become nearly impossible.

· Tell “cautionary tales” of students who plagiarize and suffered the consequences. 

· Require students to get a “C” on the in-class final in order to pass the course.

· Give a quiz on the student’s research paper: What was your thesis? Explain one item of evidence. How did you conclude your essay? 

Grading Pointers

· Don’t grade the final draft if students haven’t turned in rough drafts. This should be a clear rule for all students. 

· Use Yahoo and other search engines for detecting plagiarism (select “Exact phrase match”).

· Beware of computer translation programs.

· Require a working and annotated bibliography. 

· Consult Barron’s and Cliff’s Notes online.

· Ask students to explain word choice if it seems out of place in their writing.

Other Prevention Practices and Repercussions for Plagiarism

· Have a plagiarism policy and enforce it! Keep in mind, though, that most students who plagiarize do not do it intentionally. 

· At the beginning of the semester, have students sign an explicit statement that they didn’t purchase or otherwise plagiarize the essay. Your plagiarism policy should be outlined in this statement. 

· Teach plagiarism and its consequences in all courses.

· Deal with plagiarism more severely in ENGL 1A, 1B, 1C, and LIT courses. 

· Familiarize yourself with Mt. Sac’s policy on plagiarism. 

General Issues

· Most students who plagiarize do not do it intentionally. Often times it results from improper citation.

· The easiest way to detect and prevent plagiarism is to get to know your students and their writing. 

· If you do suspect plagiarism from a student, approach them in a calm manner. If they did it unintentionally, they may cut off discussion with you, and, in turn, you won’t be able to help them remedy the mistake. 

What are some practices you have found effective in your courses? Please list them below. 
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