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7th Edition MLA Rule Changes

By Herschel Greenberg for the Mt Sac Writing Center

Underline or Italicize Titles? 
1. Everything that was underlined in the 6th Edition is now italicized in the 7th Edition.  For example, Books, Plays, Movies, Films, Television Shows, Newspapers, Magazines, Journals, and Albums/CDs are now italicized.   

Examples: Beloved, Orange County Register, There Will Be Blood
Changes to Works Cited Pages
1. Every entry in the works cited now ends in a “type” of publication.  This includes words like Print (anything you hold in your hand), Film, DVD, VHS (because the Film, DVD and VHS can all have different versions of a movie), Television, and Web.  For example, a typical book entry will look like this:

Rand, Ayn.  Anthem.  New York: Signet, 1995. Print.

2. The entry for a DVD is now different than a film (something watched in a theater or on physical film).  The two examples below show the difference between a film and a DVD.   On the DVD entry, be sure to use the name of the company that released the DVD. Also, the date that stands alone is the original theatrical release, while the second date is the copyright date for the DVD. In this case, 20th Century Fox released both the movie and the DVD, but this is not always true. Finally, “Perf.” means “performance” and is used for actors/actresses.

Star Wars: A New Hope.  Dir. George Lucas.  Perf. Harrison Ford, Carrie Fisher and

Mark Hamill. 20th Century Fox, 1977. Film.

Star Wars: A New Hope.  Dir. George Lucas.  Perf. Harrison Ford, Carrie Fisher and

Mark Hamill. 1977. 20th Century Fox, 2008. DVD.

3. The MLA 7th Edition rules have modified website entries.  They are much easier to create. They are also easier to read.  Follow this order:

i. Name of author, compiler (often a group that manages the website), or editor

ii. “Title of the work or article in quotes.”

iii. Name of the overall web site in italics (this is usually found on the top of the page, or upper left corner. It is the name of the site, not the URL).

iv. Publisher or sponsor of the website (this is who owns the site and can usually be found on the bottom of the web page next to the publication date.  This is similar to the information of a publisher for a book. It will sometimes be different than the site name).

v. Date of publication (put a comma between the publisher and the date like a book).

vi. Medium of publication (in this case, write the word “Web”)

vii. Date you viewed the website.

viii. Include the entire URL only if necessary.  A web link goes inside <  >. Only         include this if you lack the information in numbers 1-4 above.  Otherwise, leave it out.

The following is a real example. You should be able to find the article with the information provided.

Lopez, Robert.  “Protestors Rally in Hermosa Beach Against Tax Hikes.” Los Angeles 

Times. Los Angeles Times, 12 Apr. 2009. Web. 20 Apr. 2009.


*In addition, many colleges have databases that contain scholarly journals. Writing Project Muse or JSTOR after the publication information (and before “Web”) will tell the reader where you got the information.

Missing Information in Works Cited Entries

In the example provided, all the information needed to create the entry in the Works Cited was available.  If the article does not have an author, start with the title.  If the particular website does not state the name of the company or sponsor of the website (#iv in the list), leave it out.   If #i-iv are missing, you would need to include the URL web link in order to make your website easier to locate.  Try using the 30 Second Rule—if you can find the website you used in your research project using the information provided in your Works Cited in less than 30 seconds, then you provided the correct information. If it takes you longer than 30 seconds to find the website you used in your research project, then you need to include the URL.

Changes to In-text Citations
1. Ellipsis:  Ellipsis can be used in direct quotations when you choose to remove words or sentences in order to make you quote smaller or flow better within you paragraph.  DO NOT put these ellipses in brackets.  For example:

According to the book Anthem, “And we sighed, as if a burden had been taken from us…” (Rand 44).
However, the only time you need to put ellipses in brackets is when the direct quote already contains ellipses and you are also adding your own. Put your own in brackets.  For example:

On page 45, Rand writes, “… sitting here in our tunnel, we wonder about these words.  It is forbidden, not to be happy […] all men must be happy.”

This implies that the ellipsis in brackets belongs to you and the ellipsis without brackets belongs to the original text.
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