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Whereas:

Amending the Elections Directive as it pertains to current operational
procedures, campaign regulation, requirements for office, and potential penalty
assessments.

Whereas:

Due to the current Elections Directives' inability to satisfy the rights and
arguments of the constituents when voicing their opinions in an election, the
Senate must consider changing the language of the directive to remedy such a
Cf!SIS.

The issues listed that the Elections Directive fails to acknowledge and clarify are:
an elongated and detailed vetting process, an organized and extended elections
season for the constituents to follow before voting, and the precept of detailed
regulation and accountability to reinforce the integrity of the political election.
As a result, the fo llowing sections will illustrate the specific reforms to
strengthen the Elections Directive.

I: The Elections Committee (Article II: Elections Directive)
Addition: On section E, add " publicizing" after "administering."
Addition: On Section E, add new sentence, "The Elections Committee has the
ability to delegate the task of strictly publicizing the nature of the elections and
not for any specific ticket to the Senate."
Overall Change: The E lections Committee shall be responsible for
implementing, administering, publicizing and monitoring all A.S. E lections.
The E lections Committee has the right to delegate the task of strictly
publicizing the nature of the elections and not the endorsement of any
specific ticket to the Senate.
Justification: Due to the Elections Directive inability to address clearly on
whether or not the Elections Committee can publicize on the pure nature of the
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general election, that clarification is made via the insert stated above. Rather than
an obligation to publicize as under the present state of the directive, it must be an
enforced duty to ensure transparency in this election. By having the Elections
Committee to enjoy the right to publicize, the elections will be in the public light
for the constituents to ask questions and to ensure that their vote is secured for an
effective and productive government that serves the interests of, by, and for the
people.

II: Operational Procedures (Article VI: Elections Directive)
Take Out: On section C "ten (10)" before replacing with thirty (30).
Overall Change: "All elections must be publicized at least teft (19) thirty
(30) school days* before voting begins.
Addition: Add section E, in which two sentences will state: "The Elections
Committee will be responsible to set one mandatory Town Hall Forum and one
debate within the time span of 30 (school) days to increase participation and
vetting of the candidates running for Executive Board Offices. All candidates
running for Executive office must attend or face a penalty made at the discretion
of the Elections Committee.

Justification: The present directive that advocates for 10 (school) days for
publicizing the election effectively disenfranchises the constituents of the
college. Ten school days is too short of a notice for the majority of the electorate
to make an informed decision through a constant vetting process, and therefore
increases the chances of a potential invalid election. By increasing the number to
30 (school) days, the elections are constantly refreshed as a reminder for students
to commit their patriotic duty towards their academic institution. This also
provides enough time for constituents to understand the elements of the election
and the significance of their participation when choosing their representatives for
the following year. All in all, 30 (school) days allocates ample time for both the
electorate and the Elections Committee to devise political activity that will
increase the transparency and competition between the candidates. As a result of
the increased vetting process within an elongated period of time, the constituents
are given a greater opportunity to ensure that the leaders elected are the ones that
embody the spirit, initiative, and competence of the people of Mt. San Antonio
College.
III: Campaign Regulation (Article VIII: Elections Directive)
Take Out: On Section G "seven (7)" and replace with Thirty (30).
Overall Change: Campaigning for eligible tickets shall begin at least se¥ett
fttthirty (30) school days* prior to the opening of the polls, on a date
established by the Elections Committee.
Addition: Add section I, in which four sentences will state: "The Elections
Committee will have the right to conduct random inspections pertaining to the
nature of how all candidates must abide by the laws set within the Elections
Directive. The decision to make the inspection will be through a majority vote of
the Elections Committee. If the decision for a random inspection during election
system is passed, all candidates running must be inspected. A grading system
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created by the Elections Chair will be utilized by the Elections Committee to
ensure that the inspection is as impartial as possible.
Addition: Add section J, in which four sentences will state: "A limit of 350
dollars to be spent on a campaign per ticket will be enforced by the Elections
Committee. Candidates must submit a list of supplies and their cost breakdown
before their ability to campaign. Receipts must be provided with the cost
breakdown to serve as evidence. Absence of the breakdown of campaign items
with connecting price value while actively campaigning will result in a
disqualification of a ticket.

Justification: As with elections around the world, there must be ample time that
allows the electorate to interact with the candidates and ask the necessary
questions that define the agenda and policies that the candidates wish to achieve.
This will be the foundation of a vetting process absent in the present time span
stipulated. Seven days is far from enough time for the e lectorate to fully establish
whether a candidate is competent enough to complete their duties once elected in
office. The reform on Campaign Regulation, however, will coincide with the
reforms made in the Operation Procedures A1ticle, thus allowing candidates to
exploit the opportunity to compare and contrast their policies, ideals, and
strengths to justify why they should be elected to serve the people. Thirty days to
publicize the elections alongside the candidates publicizing their own
candidacies in the same time span will ensure that the culminating attention to
the election results in higher turnout that is respective of the voice of the
constituents ofAssociated Students.
For the addition of section 1, the purpose of appropriating the power of random
inspections to the Elections Committee is to ensure that there is no corruption in
the election or violation of the Elections Directive that would otherwise
unde1mine the purpose of the elections, the duty and/or disenfranchising of the
electorate. While the present system allows the Elections Committee to act on
any violation of campaign laws, they can only do so after the incident has passed.
As a result, the addition of section I would ensure that the Elections Committee
can take the initiative to ensure that any potential violations or signs of
co1Tuption can be arrested and/or prevented.
When reviewing section J, it is imperative to understand that money should not
control the flow and momentum of the election when pertaining to the
campaigning of tickets. Democracy is cultivated by the voice and empowem1ent
of the people, not by the use of money. Therefore, for an election to be legitimate
and to respect the general will of the people, the assurance of a spending cap by
all tickets must be solidified. By instituting a cap of 350 dollars to all tickets, this
assures that each ticket running against each will have the equal opportunity to
explain their objectives and ideals when currying the vote of the electorate.

IV: Requirements to Take Office (Article Xll: Elections Directive)
Take Out: On Section A "seventy-five (75)" and replace with Seven Hundred and

~

~0GO
Bill Template isforSENATE USE ONLY

Overall Change: B. At least se'✓ enty frv e (75) seven hundred and fifty (750)
votes must be cast for an election to be valid.
Justification: The threshold stipulated is a means of beginning the path of
legitimizing elections by increasing the number of votes from 75 to 750
respectfully. Not only does this threshold represent a primary objective that
Associated Students should achieve as a means of increasing voter participation
and turnout, but as the beginning to respectfully appropriate the vote to the
holistic group that represents the constituents of Mt. San Antonio College and
not the minority special interests. This change would effectively ensure that the
process of democracy will continue for quasi-republican rule by, of, and for the
people rather than potentially having 75 constituents set the trend for a
government that represents up to 60,000 constituents.

Whereas:

As the Senate has the right to review previous laws and directives as a means to
improve the system of government and the service of the people, the initiative
must be taken by Associated Students to review the outdated system that we
have presently serving in the Elections Directive and to change it. It is the only
way that this government acknowledges its primary duty over anything else: that
the Associated Students serves to secure the rights and needs of the people v ia a
fair and productive election that represents the will of the people.

Whereas :

Overall, the new opportunities offered via a lengthened election season alongside
accountability for the candidates running will ensure but are not restricted to the
fo llow ing: a refined vetting process, the overall transparency of the election
process, the catalyzing of voter turnout for future elections, and the increased
quality of the candidates' ability to communicate and to govern through
competition driven by the constituents of Mt. San Antonio College.

Therefore:

Be it resolved, that the A.S. Senate, the A.S. Executive Board, and the A.S .
President approve Electoral Reforms that Ensure the Enfranchisement ofthe
Peoples Vote.

0 Approve

0 Veto

Signature: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ Date:
- - -- - -
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II.

THE ELECTIONS CO:tvflvlITTEE

D.

No member of the Elections Committee may be running for an office at the time he/she is
serving on the Committee. Elections Committee members cannot support or oppose
campaign, or work for any candidate, or ballot issues while serving on the Elections
Committee.

E.

The Elections Committee shall be responsible for implementing, administering, publicizing,
and monitoring all A.S. Elections. The Elections Committee has the ability to delegate

the task of strictly publicizing the nature of the elections and not for any specific ticket
to the Senate.
VI.

VIII.

XII.

OPERATIONAL PROCEDURES
C.

All elections must be publicized at least ten (10) thirty (30) school days* before voting begins ..

E.

The Elections Committee will be responsible to set one mandatory Town Hall Forum
and one debate within the time span of 30 (school) days to increase participation and
vetting of the candidates running for Executive Board Offices. All candidates running
for Executive office must attend or face a penalty made at the discretion of the
Elections Committee.

CAMPAIGNING REGULATIONS

B.

Campaigning for eligible tickets shall begin at least se\ en (7) thirty (30) school days* prior to
the opening of the polls, on a date established by the Elections Committee.

I.

The Elections Committee will have the right to conduct random inspections
pertaining to the nature of how all candidates must abide by the laws set within the
Elections Directive. The decision to make the inspection will be through a majority
vote of the Elections Committee. If the decision for a random inspection during
election system is passed, all candidates running must be inspected. A grading system
created by the Elections Chair will be utilized by the Elections Committee to ensure
that the inspection is as impartial as possible.

J.

A limit of 350 dollars to be spent on a campaign per ticket will be enforced by the
elections committee. Candidates must submit a list of supplies and their cost
breakdown before their ability to campaign. Receipts must be provided with the cost
breakdown to serve as evidence. Absence of the breakdown of campaign items with
connecting price value while actively campaigning will result in a disqualification of a
ticket.

REQUIREMENTS TO TAKE OFFICE
A.

Winning candidate(s) must receive a plurality of the votes cast for a given office.

B.

At least se.i enty fi;e (75) seven hundred and fifty (750) votes must be cast for an election
to be valid.

