
ESA November 9th, 2015 ESA Meeting  
Present: Present: Mark Boryta, Becca Walker, Julie Bray-Ali, Tania Anders, Craig Webb, Dave Mrofka, 

Hilary Lackey, Mike Hood, Heather Jones 

 
1. Minutes from October meeting. Approved. 
2. Curriculum Update: Geol24, 25 & 29 (Dave and Becca): Approved by Department before G.E. status is 

finalized (authors will apply for GE status at a later time.) 
3. Winter and Spring schedule: Registration for winter starts tomorrow. We are still looking for someone to 

cover sections of Ocean 10 and Geology 8 and Julie sent out a message requesting us to interview. 
Also please check your schedule for spring 

4. Senate report (Becca): nothing to report 
5. Association report (Mike) 
6. Calendar options for 2016-17.  Two options: One is pretty standard, the other starts fall earlier, and adds a 

full week break at Thanksgiving.  Department votes for Option B (no week off for Thanksgiving). 
7. Possible student email tracking project.  Should we start a task force to get some data on how much time 

faculty spend emailing students?  The Department is NOT interested in documenting email time as it 
would take too much time. 

8. Planetarium & Observatory update (Heather) – see below 
9. Division meeting report (Mark):  

a. New faculty hiring decision was made. We are not getting our environmental position at this time;  
b. Karelyn asks that when we do curriculum updates we make sure to check all the appropriate boxes. 

Many are getting sent over to her with these minor things overlooked.  
c. The Division Office asks that if you are going to be absent or miss office hours, call ext. 4425. The 

Div. office prefers that we take personal leave hours rather than re-scheduling office hours.  
d. Procedure for adjunct student evaluations: Fill out the blue sheet and give the stack of scantrons to 

the Office. They will type up the comments and process it at IT. Full time faculty administering 
their own evaluations need to process their own. 

10. SLOs evaluations, outcomes. Faculty express that they are aware of but have not had a chance to 
complete the document that Julie sent. We don’t have SLO questions or data for the following: Astro 
99, Geo 99, Geo 8H, Geo 2. 

11. Mt. SAC website – department website. Hilary has volunteered to meet with the designers and update 
the website to fit the new format. Let her know if you have suggestions and/or want to help.  

12. December meeting (Monday of final exam week, 4:30 to 6:30pm). Clearman’s Northwoods Grill 
13. Adopt-a-family. 
14. Solar eclipse August 21, 2017 will be visible in most of the US. The Planetarium wants to get out into the 

schools and have the kids make viewers, etc. 
15. Redinger endowment application needs to be announced soon in order to not be too rushed. Craig Webb 

wrote the application questions. Tania Anders offered to supervise a student. 

 
 

Planetarium/Observatory October 2015 Report 
Observatory Report: 
Telescope Nights- Next telescope night is Friday December 4, 2015.  Please let your students know about it and 
the opportunity to volunteer as a telescope operator.  No experience necessary! 
Camera Issues- The 16” CCD Camera is having intermittent issues. However, changing the order the computer, 
telescope and camera are powered on seems to help a lot.  We haven’t had any problems for two weeks.  Just to 
be sure we are replacing our USB signal booster, which should be replaced every couple of years anyway.  
Batteries–  Four new battery packs have been ordered and should arrive soon!  
ADA-  Revolution image cameras are on order.  Elevator will not be fixed until next semester 
Elevator: The contact person from Facilities for the elevator repair said that he and Matt are dealing with it and 
requested that we not contact him about it anymore. Sounds like it will not be fixed this semester 
 
Planetarium Report: 
Von Karman Lecture - Thank you Mark and Jessica for doing the Von Karman pre-lecture this week!  
Next Von Karman Lecture – Thursday December 3, 2015 @ 6:30 PM  
Topic - The InSight Mission: Journey to the Center of Mars 

Pre-Lecture Speaker for December?   



Construction - The 26 East Grass adjacent to the planetarium where we usually launch rockets will be blocked 
off for construction in January and will not be accessible for six months.  We’ve made arrangements to launch 
rockets for school groups from Sherman Park during this construction phase and then be back at the 26 East 
Grass by late summer 2016.  We are NOT planning on offering the rockets activity for birthday party groups 
during this construction phase. 
Reach for the Stars – Reach for the Stars applications have been received and are currently being sorted.  Can 
you help select the finalists next week at 4:30 PM 11/16 in 60-1306?  I will bring refreshments!  
Reservations – Do you need to use the planetarium during the winter intersession?  Please reserve the 
planetarium for your class by November 23, 2015.  You can reserve time by sending me an email at 
hjones3@mtsac.edu. If you do not have access to the planetarium reservation calendar and cannot see what 
dates are available, please come talk to me. 
Website – We have updated the look and functionality of our website. Some pages are still under construction 
but visitors can currently check show times, purchase tickets and request reservations online.  
 
 
Meeting Adjourned 5:55 



   

 

  


