
Set a budget and know what you can afford (see budgeting basics on the website).

Save up your required expenses, including deposits and fees, or tap into resources.

Create a criteria list.  Outline your wants, needs, and deal breakers.

Start your search online or by driving around in the area you want to live in.

Visit the rentals, do a walk-through, and take notes.

Searching for Your Place



If you plan to move in with a roommate,
you will apply together and both of your
information will be considered.

Having a roommate you trust can be a
great way to share costs

Roommates & Rooms for Rent

Make sure expectations and
requirements are clearly laid out from
the beginning

Most apartment renting sites can filter for
“rooms for rent”, but don’t pay anything
until you see the place and have a signed
agreement.



Looking At A Unit
Get information to determine if the unit fits your
budget and your needs.  

Ask about the average cost of utilities
Is there a laundry unit?
Are pets allowed?
Is there adequate space (living/storage)?
Is it clean and well maintained?
Do you see evidence of pests or maintenance
problems?
Is it in a neighborhood you want to live in? 
Is there adequate near by transportation?
Are there grocery stores near by?
Does the unit have parking/garage?
What are the amenities?

Housing Search Log
Checklist For Apartment Viewing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1f7kdL6fwGkBmbjcNgPDZREkKXP6KZx3r/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19JNtgfG55_8UUXRSFNcE_UmWooFG9avG/view?usp=sharing


Apartment Search
Rent Cafe
Apartment List
Apartment Guide
Zillow
Trulia
Hotpads
Rent
Apartments
Zumper

Apartment complexes in the community you 
want to live in

*Always do your own research and verify a listing first

WEBSITES

Income Based Housing
LA Housing Authority
Pomona Housing Authority
Walnut Housing Information
Housing LA County
Subsidized Housing
TSA Housing

You can also do a google search of “low
income housing (city, state)” but make sure to
vet the websites 

https://www.rentcafe.com/
https://www.apartmentlist.com/
https://www.apartmentguide.com/
https://www.zillow.com/walnut-ca/rentals/?msockid=1be727c473a260052bb533ba77a26e88
https://www.trulia.com/
https://hotpads.com/
https://www.rent.com/
https://www.apartments.com/
https://www.zumper.com/
https://lahousing.lacity.org/AAHR
https://www.pomonaca.gov/government/departments/neighborhood-services/pomona-housing-authority-pha
https://www.cityofwalnut.org/for-residents/departments/community-development/planning-division/housing-information
https://housing.lacounty.gov/
https://www.usa.gov/subsidized-rental-housing
https://www.tsahousing.com/for_rent.php


Resources

Before You Rent
Rental Application Form
About Application Fees
Renting a Room
Questions for Renting a Room
Rental Listing Scams
Housing Search Log
Checklist For Apartment Viewing
Needs for a New Apartment

To discuss in more detail please make an appointment with our Life Skills Specialist

https://dcba.lacounty.gov/BEFORE-YOU-RENT/
https://www.zillow.com/rental-manager/resources/rental-application-form/
https://www.coastlineequity.net/california-rental-application-fees
https://realestate.usnews.com/real-estate/articles/how-to-find-a-room-for-rent
https://blog.apartmentsearch.com/finding-an-apartment/11-important-questions-ask-when-renting-room/
https://consumer.ftc.gov/articles/rental-listing-scams#:~:text=Scammers%20copy%20the%20pictures%20and%20descriptions%20of%20online,deposit%2C%20first%20month%E2%80%99s%20rent%2C%20or%20vacation%20rental%20charge.
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1f7kdL6fwGkBmbjcNgPDZREkKXP6KZx3r/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19JNtgfG55_8UUXRSFNcE_UmWooFG9avG/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jx2KEvGLxEq4IYq0YCclyrIze8lZL5hl/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=115504790043814263475&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://mtsac.navigate.eab.com/app/#/authentication/remote/


You’re In! 
       Now What?

Be a good tenant and pay your rent on time
Late fees are listed in your rental agreement 
Sort out belongings before moving them
You will need some standard items in your
new place to live comfortably

Needs for a New Apartment

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jx2KEvGLxEq4IYq0YCclyrIze8lZL5hl/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=115504790043814263475&rtpof=true&sd=true

