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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2014 American Community Survey One-Year Public Use Microdata Sample 
Note: These percentages reflect the enrollment of non-degree-holding students, ages 18-54, at public and private, two-year and four-year postsecondary institutions
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Degree-attainment rates among California residents
(ages 25-64), by population group
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27.21%

Less than ninth grade 1,860,032          9.00%

Ninth to 12th grade, no diploma 1,682,955          8.14%

High school graduate (including equivalency) 4,264.914 20.64%

Some college, no degree 4,546,763 22.00%

Associate degree 1,644,354 7.96%

Bachelor’s degree 4,284,384 20.73%

Graduate or professional degree 2,380,798 11.52%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2014 American Community Survey

Levels of education for California residents, ages 25-64

Estimated
attainment of
certificates:

7%
TOTAL

20,664,200

33.36%

17.52%

Note: The accompanying pie chart does not account for 
residents who have earned high-value postsecondary 
certificates. The percentage above – admittedly, an 
estimate – aims to fill that gap. To calculate this 
percentage, labor market experts at the Georgetown 
University Center on Education and the Workforce used 
Survey of Income Program Participation 2008 Wave 12 
data (2012) and data from the Integrated Postsecondary 
Education Data System (IPEDS) 2014.



Percentage of California residents (ages 25-64)
with at least an associate degree, by county

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010-14 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Alameda 51.02
Alpine 37.76
Amador 28.33
Butte 35.60
Calaveras 30.56
Colusa 23.85
Contra Costa 48.32
Del Norte 22.46
El Dorado 43.67
Fresno 27.84

Glenn 22.31
Humboldt 37.19
Imperial 21.78
Inyo 30.13
Kern 22.40
Kings 20.64
Lake 26.21
Lassen 22.13
Los Angeles 37.77
Madera 21.24

Marin 61.67
Mariposa 30.68
Mendocino 29.21
Merced 20.37
Modoc 31.26
Mono 43.82
Monterey 29.29
Napa 40.78
Nevada 44.27
Orange 46.06

Placer 49.12
Plumas 33.34
Riverside 28.04
Sacramento 38.49
San Benito 27.48
San Bernardino 27.20
San Diego 45.25
San Francisco 62.71
San Joaquin 27.58
San Luis Obispo 41.05

San Mateo 54.83
Santa Barbara 38.70
Santa Clara 56.54
Santa Cruz 46.02
Shasta 32.07
Sierra 34.48
Siskiyou 34.22
Solano 34.15
Sonoma 41.20
Stanislaus 24.13

Sutter 29.28
Tehama 22.00
Trinity 32.02
Tulare 20.73
Tuolumne 27.69
Ventura 41.14
Yolo 47.61
Yuba 23.99
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