
ACCJC Required Regulations to Obtain Recognition 

602.12(b) A recognized agency seeking an expansion of its scope of recognition must 

demonstrate that it has granted accreditation or preaccreditation covering the range of 

the specific degrees, certificates, institutions, and programs for which it seeks the 

expansion of scope. 

602.16(a) The agency must demonstrate that it has standards for accreditation, and 
preaccreditation, if offered, that are sufficiently rigorous to ensure that the agency is a 
reliable authority regarding the quality of the education or training provided by the 
institutions or programs it accredits. The agency meets this requirement if it--  

(1) The agency's accreditation standards effectively address the quality of the 
institution or program in the following areas:  

 (ii) Curricula.  

 (iii) Faculty 

§602.17 Application of standards in reaching an accrediting decision. 
The agency must have effective mechanisms for evaluating an institution's or program's 
compliance with the agency's standards before reaching a decision to accredit or 
preaccredit the institution or program. The agency meets this requirement if the agency 
demonstrates that it-- 
(a) Evaluates whether an institution or program-- 

(1) Maintains clearly specified educational objectives that are consistent with its 
mission and appropriate in light of the degrees or certificates awarded; 
(2) Is successful in achieving its stated objectives; and 
(3) Maintains degree and certificate requirements that at least conform to 
commonly accepted standards 
 

 
§602.18 Ensuring consistency in decision-making. 
The agency must consistently apply and enforce standards that respect the stated 
mission of the institution, including religious mission, and that ensure that the education 
or training offered by an institution or program, including any offered through distance 
education or correspondence education, is of sufficient quality to achieve its stated 
objective for the duration of any accreditation or preaccreditation period granted by the 
agency. The agency meets this requirement if the agency-- 
 (e) Provides the institution or program with a detailed written report that clearly 
identifies any deficiencies in the institution's or program's compliance with the agency's 
standards. 
 
§602.20 Enforcement of standards. (Note: Section (a) contains the two year rule.) 
(b) If the institution or program does not bring itself into compliance within the specified 
period, the agency must take immediate adverse action unless the agency, for good 
cause, extends the period for achieving compliance. 
 
 
 



§602.25 Due process. 
The agency must demonstrate that the procedures it uses throughout the accrediting 
process satisfy due process. The agency meets this requirement if the agency does the 
following: 
(a) Provides adequate written specification of its requirements, including clear 
standards, for an institution or program to be accredited or preaccredited. 
(b) Uses procedures that afford an institution or program a reasonable period of time to 
comply with the agency's requests for information and documents. 
(c) Provides written specification of any deficiencies identified at the institution or 
program examined. 
(d) Provides sufficient opportunity for a written response by an institution or program 
regarding any deficiencies identified by the agency, to be considered by the agency 
within a timeframe determined by the agency, and before any adverse action is taken. 
(e) Notifies the institution or program in writing of any adverse accrediting action or an 
action to place the institution or program on probation or show cause. The notice 
describes the basis for the action. 
 


