
Recommendations for Including Robotics and Turf Teams in Priority 
Registration 

Overview 
To	support	equitable	treatment	and	optimize	student	success,	this	document	recommends	
amending	AP	5055:	Enrollment	Priorities	to	include	Robotics	and	Turf	Teams	in	Category	2	
priority	registration.	

Proposed Amendment 
Amend	Category	2	to	include	members	of	the	Robotics	Team	(ENGR	50A	&	50B)	and	Turf	
Team.	This	aligns	with	existing	policies	for	competitive	and	performance	groups,	as	
outlined	in	Title	5,	Section	58108.	

Rationale 
-	Equitable	treatment:	Robotics	and	Turf	Teams	meet	criteria	as	competitive	groups	
requiring	flexible	schedules.	
-	Student	success:	Priority	registration	enables	course	alignment	with	practice	and	
competition	schedules.	
-	Proven	excellence:	Both	teams	have	achieved	significant	national	and	regional	accolades.	

Summary of Achievements 
1.	Robotics	Team:	National	top	10	placements	6	times,	only	community	college	to	win	a	
university	world	championship,	organizes	regional	tournaments.	
2.	Turf	Team:	8-time	National	Champions,	recognized	for	diversity	and	excellence	in	sports	
turf	management.	

Recommendation 
Include	Robotics	and	Turf	Teams	in	Category	2	priority	registration	to	promote	equity,	
support	student	success,	and	uphold	Mt.	SAC’s	competitive	legacy.	
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AP 5055 Establishing Enrollment Priority

Certain groups of students are 
afforded early priority registration 
based on particular programmatic 
involvement. This would include 
students who have attained a status 
and are active on competitive teams 
or performance groups that require 
the students to enroll within 
prescribed time blocks to 
accommodate required practice, 
rehearsal, competition, and 
performance schedules.



Recommendation 1

Whereas, Category 2 of AP 5055 currently 
states:
Members of competitive athletic teams, musical 
performance groups, forensics, 
dance/cheerleading, other performance groups, 
Associated Student Government Officers, new 
students who have completed matriculation 
through the Connect 4 program, and 
matriculating noncredit students.

Amend Category 2 of AP 5055 to include 
members of:
1) the Robotics Team (ENGR 50A & 50B)

2) the Turf Team.

Rationale:
Members of the Robotics team and Turf team 
are “students who have been accepted as 
members of a College-designated 
competitive team or performance group”.  A 
revised AP 5055, in alignment with Title 5, 
Section 58108, would provide Category 2 
priority registration for Robotics and Turf 
team members in order “to accommodate 
required practice, rehearsal, competition, and 
performance schedules” in alignment with 
the affordances offered to members of other 
competitive teams and performance groups 
at Mt. SAC.  The inclusion of the Robotics and 
Turf team members in Category 2 of AP 5055 
would broaden equitable treatment of 
student team members at Mt. SAC, and 
support successful student participation 
related competitions.



Executive Summary of Team Accomplishments

The Mt. SAC Robotics Team has competed nationally 
for the last 15 years placing in the top 10 nationally 6 
times and is the only community college team to 
have won the university robotics world 
championship. In addition to competing at 
invitationals and in a robotics league, the coaches 
organize four robotics tournaments a year for both 
college and K12 teams that serve a dozen local 
universities and typically forty K12 schools. In 
addition, the Mt. SAC robotics team has provided the 
referee and judging staff for the Southern California 
VEX High school and middle school state 
championships on a regular basis for the past decade, 
which we have helped to organize at the LA County 
Fairgrounds and other large venues. One of the Mt. 
SAC coaches was recognized in 2022 with the 
national founder’s award for the outstanding 
contribution to robotics in education.

The Mt. SAC Turn Team provides the college with recognizable 
achievements in one of the nation’s leading industries. The 
Collegiate Challenge is held at the annual Sports Turf Managers 
Association National Conference at varying locations 
throughout the country each January. In 2007 our team won 
the national championship. In 2008, our teams finished third 
and fifth nationally. In 2011 we won the national 
championship again by defeating Penn State.  Our second 
team finished sixth. In 2014, our two teams (both were co-ed 
teams) finished in 1st and 3rd nationally, securing the fourth 
National Championship for Mt. SAC. In 2016, we once again 
won the National Championship (a $5,000 prize) and had a 3rd

place team as well.  And, once again we had two of the most 
diverse teams in the competition based on gender and 
nationality.   In 2017, we had an identical finish to 2016, 
winning 1st and 3rd place along with another $5,000 in prize 
money.  In 2018 we nearly had a clean sweep.  We took 1st, 
2nd and 4th. Our 4th place team finished 1 point behind Penn 
State who placed 3rd.  In case you lost track, we have now won 
the National Championship three years in a row! Since 2007, 
we have had eight first-place finishes, five second-place 
finishes and eleven third-place finishes.  



Evidence of Prior Requests



Questions on Recommendation 1

Amend Category 2 of AP 5055 to include 
members of:

1) the Robotics Team (ENGR 50A & 50B)
2) the Turf Team.



Thank You 
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AP 5055 Establishing Enrollment Priority

Certain groups of students are 
afforded early priority registration 
based on particular programmatic 
involvement. This would include 
students who have attained a status 
and are active on competitive teams 
or performance groups that require 
the students to enroll within 
prescribed time blocks to 
accommodate required practice, 
rehearsal, competition, and 
performance schedules.



SPEAC Recommendation

Whereas, Category 2 of AP 5055 currently states:

Members of competitive athletic teams, musical 
performance groups, forensics, 
dance/cheerleading, other performance groups, 
Associated Student Government Officers, new 
students who have completed matriculation 
through the Connect 4 program, and 
matriculating noncredit students.

Amend Category 2 of AP 5055 to include 
members of:

1) the Robotics Team (ENGR 50A & 50B)

2) the Turf Team.

Rationale:

Members of the Robotics team and Turf team are 
“students who have been accepted as members of a 
College-designated competitive team or performance 
group”.  A revised AP 5055, in alignment with Title 5, 
Section 58108, would provide Category 2 priority 
registration for Robotics and Turf team members in 
order “to accommodate required practice, rehearsal, 
competition, and performance schedules” in alignment 
with the affordances offered to members of other 
competitive teams and performance groups at Mt. 
SAC.  The inclusion of the Robotics and Turf team 
members in Category 2 of AP 5055 would broaden 
equitable treatment of student team members at Mt. 
SAC, and support successful student participation 
related competitions.



Robotics Team 
Accomplishments
The Mt. SAC Robotics Team has competed nationally for 
the last 15 years placing in the top 10 nationally 6 times 
and is the only community college team to have won the 
university robotics world championship. In addition to 
competing at invitationals and in a robotics league, the 
coaches organize four robotics tournaments a year for 
both college and K12 teams that serve a dozen local 
universities and typically forty K12 schools. In addition, the 
Mt. SAC robotics team has provided the referee and 
judging staff for the Southern California VEX High school 
and middle school state championships on a regular basis 
for the past decade, which we have helped to organize at 
the LA County Fairgrounds and other large venues. Last 
Spring, the Mt. SAC Robotics Team won four medals in 
five competition categories from a field of over 600 
robots at the International Robogames.  The team ranked 
as the highest scoring community college team.



Turf Team Accomplishments
The Mt. SAC Turf Team provides the college with 
recognizable achievements in one of the nation’s 
leading industries. The Collegiate Challenge is held at 
the annual Sports Turf Managers Association National 
Conference at varying locations throughout the 
country each January. In 2007 our team won the 
national championship. In 2008, our teams finished 
third and fifth nationally. In 2011 we won the national 
championship again by defeating Penn State.  Our 
second team finished sixth. In 2014, our two teams 
(both were co-ed teams) finished in 1st and 3rd

nationally, securing the fourth National Championship 
for Mt. SAC. In 2016, we once again won the National 
Championship (a $5,000 prize) and had a 3rd place 
team as well.  And, once again we had two of the 
most diverse teams in the competition based on 
gender and nationality.   In 2017, we had an identical 
finish to 2016, winning 1st and 3rd place along with 
another $5,000 in prize money.  In 2018 we nearly had 
a clean sweep.  We took 1st, 2nd and 4th. Our 4th place 
team finished 1 point behind Penn State who placed 
3rd.  In case you lost track, we have now won the 
National Championship three years in a row! Since 
2007, we have had eight first-place finishes, five 
second-place finishes and eleven third-place finishes.  



Navigating the request process



AP 5055: Establishing Enrollment Priority 

The purpose of establishing 
registration priorities is to enable 
students to enter and be able to 
complete their educational goals at 
Mt. SAC in a reasonable timeframe
by providing priority registration to 
groups of students with special 
needs and to maintain that priority 
as long as they continue to make 
good progress. 



100-unit limit exemptions

Whereas, AP 5055 makes numerous to “100 units” 
as a criteria for enrollment categories:

Category 6: Continuing and returning students with 
100 or more degree-applicable units completed at 
Mt. SAC.
Loss of Priority and Appeal Process 
Pursuant to Title 5 Section 58108 (h), a student in 
any category except Foster Youth will lose 
registration priority at the first registration 
opportunity if any of the following occur: 
• the student has earned one hundred (100) or 

more degree-applicable semester units at the 
District.

Title 5 § 58108, clause h 2 C states:

Districts may adopt policies to exempt from the 
100-unit limit categories of students, including 
but not limited to, those enrolled in high unit 
majors or programs

which would allow Mt. SAC to develop an 
exemption from the 100-unit limit categories 
for STEM students



Comments from students

• Winter & Spring appeal 
deadlines were combined and 
moved forward without notice

• 100 Unit Appeal language is 
demoralizing, and minoritizing

• No clear rubric or criteria for the 
appeal process 



Rationale for STEM student exemption
• Many STEM transfer students take over 100 

units of degree applicable coursework to 
establish eligibility for transfer programs

• The December 2023 Final report from The 
Associate Degree for Transfer Intersegmental 
(AB 928) Committee specifically laments that 
intersegmental course articulation is a 
“complex” and “decentralized” process, that 
contributes to the lack of statewide degree 
pathways in STEM programs at CSU and UC 
campuses.

• Students who exceed 100 units are compelled 
to co-enroll or swirl to complete planned 
coursework, and their educational goals are 
often delayed as a result.

• New credit-bearing support classes and 
varying general education requirements (or 
exemptions) also contributes to the course 
load of high-unit STEM transfer students.

• Will there be a separate exemption for 
Histotech B.S. degree students?



Questions

Amend Category 2 of AP 5055 to include 
members of:
1) the Robotics Team (ENGR 50A & 

50B)
2) the Turf Team

Develop policies to exempt STEM 
students from 100-unit limit categories 
with regards to enrollment priorities



Policies that impacts Engineering Transfer

Common General 
Education (GE) 
course

Common Engineering Transfer Courses Common Major Specific Transfer 
Requirements

Yes, and GE course 
requirements and 
exemptions vary.

Yes, but course equivalency and program 
requirements vary by institution and program.  
Many course articulations require bilateral 
agreements.

No. Only bilateral agreements provide 
recognition for pre-transfer certificates 
and associate degrees in engineering.

Localized Course Articulation Statewide Transfer Pathways 
limitations

Conditional University Transfer 
Partners

Despite statewide policy and the 
development of intersegmental 
transfer model curricula, course 
articulations vary by program and 
institution-specific agreements.

The are no statewide engineering 
pathways.  Transfer students can 
participate in transfer admission 
guarantees and dual enrollment, and 
bridge programs.

Engineering programs in the 
California State University and 
University of California vary in their 
transfer pathway partnership. 



Mt. SAC Mechanical Engineering Program Course 
Articulations (Evidence of Curricular Complexity)
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