
Fiber-Up My Neighborhood

Who we are…
• Laura Santos, Trustee, Mt SAC
• Stan Santos, Digital Equity Director, 

Communications Workers of America
• Michael Thomas, Business Services 

Representative, Pomona Valley America’s 
Job Center

• Lorena Gonzalez, Board member, Pomona 
Unified School District

• Robert Lazo, Business Sector 
Representative

• Larry Ortega, Co-Founder, Fiber-Up My 
Neighborhood Initiative, Non-profit 
Sector Representative



Agenda
August 2, 2022
1. Introduction to the 

Opportunity
1. Mt. SAC has opportunity to 

lead on LATA grant application
2. Further municipality 

engagement and regional 
fiber-optic planning activities

3. Creates jobs for Mt. SAC 
students
1. Digital Navigator
2. Testing and Mapping Technicians

2.Fiber-Up My Neighborhood
1. Tee’d Up For Success
2. Work Completed to Date
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Regional Broadband Maps –
Fails to depict true picture in region 
• Maps for the region show that only 

800 households in Pomona are 
without broadband service

• Superintendent of Schools at 
Pomona Unified School District told 
us he gave-out at least 4,000 wifi
devices during pandemic

• Mt. SAC’s Tami Pearson told us also 
thousands of wifi devices delivered 
to students, many living in Pomona

• Opportunity:
• Mt. SAC can control the narrative of 

true need in the region with legion 
of employed Testing and Mapping 
Technicians and Digital Navigators

• Short term Vocational training
• Developing career pathways, 

pipelines
• Upskilling, upward mobility and 

backfilling
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See Stan’s Proposal Central Valley as Example (Stan share screen)
• LATA Grant proposal
• 53 Middle Mile Project - Central Valley



NEXT STEPS:

Contact: Larry Ortega, T(909) 629-9212, M (951) 314-0331, Email: LA@LAOrtega.com
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