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OVERVIEW 

The Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund III (HEERF III) is authorized by the American Rescue Plan 
(ARP), Public Law 117-2, signed into law on March 11, 2021, providing $39.6 billion in support to 
institutions of higher education to serve students and ensure learning continues during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

MtSAC’s HEERF III Student Portion Allocation is $30,213,091.  $ 1,446,955 has been distributed via staff 
referrals and online emergency aid applications.  Remaining balance is $ 28,766,136.  

Deadline to distribute these funds to students is May 2022.  The plan is to distribute these funds to 
students during the Fall 2021and Spring 2022 terms based on multiple methodologies, recognizing 
students’ needs. 

ALLOWABLE USES 
Students may use the grants toward: 

o Any component of their cost of attendance 
o Emergency costs that arise due to coronavirus, such as: 

 Tuition 
 Food 
 Housing 
 Health care (including mental) 
 Child care 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION PLAN 
MtSAC will use a graduated hybrid approach in distributing HEERF funds to students (details of 
each approach detailed below) 
 
- Tiered batch post awards (total $25,032,050) to students based on the highest 

documented unmet need determined by the FAFSA or CADAA Financial Aid Application. 
Used as a tiered methodology. Tier I for students receiving federal or state aid and Tier II for 
students who have documented need but may not be receiving federal or state aid. This 
includes Dreamer students. 

- Staff Referral Application process  (total $1,050,000) 
- Online Emergency Aid Application (total $2,230,500) 
- International Student Awards (total $ 450,500) 

 
As outlined in the Grant Agreement, Mt. SAC is required to prioritize HEERF III funds to 
students with the highest need. Students are no longer required to be Federal Title IV 
eligible. 
 



 
HEERF Distribution Details 

 
TIER I BATCH DISTRIBUTION - Pell Grant Eligible Students: Completed the 2021-2022 FAFSA 
application and have high remaining unmet need based on FAFSA Application and term specific 
enrollment level.  
 Annual est. total:   $12,743,250 
  

- Fall 2021 Awards;    Est.  $6,066,750  
• Approximately 8,089 students.  
• Provide $500-$1000 awards.  

- Spring 2021 Awards; Est. $ 6,667,500 
• Approximately 8,890 students 
• Provide $500-$1,000 awards  

 
 

TIER II BATCH DISTRIBUTION - Non-Pell Grant Eligible Students: Completed the 2021-2022 
FAFSA or California Dream Act application (CADAA) with documented financial aid need based 
on FAFSA/CADAA information and term specific enrollment level. Because of lack of receipt of 
federal aid, award amounts are $250 higher. 

Annual est. total:  $12,288,800 
 

- Fall 2021 Awards;    Est. $ 6,288,300 
• Approximately 6,987 students  
• Provide $750-$1,250 awards 

- Spring 2022 Awards; Est. $6,000,500 
• Approximately 7,315 students 
• Provide $750-$1,250 awards 

 
*Totals include 555 Dreamer Students. Estimated disbursements:  $1,300,000  

 
 

STAFF REFERRAL PROCESS:   
• Enrolled students encountering financial aid hardship may be referred by a Mt SAC 

staff, faculty or manager to be considered for an award 
• Referral process is available until funds are exhausted 
• Referral form can be found online 

- fa-cares-act-referral-form.pdf (mtsac.edu) 
 

Annual est. total: $ 1,050,000 
- Approximately 1,200 Students  
- Awards between $250 -$1000 
- Any credit student enrolled can be referred 
- The Mt. SAC Campus Community (staff, faculty, managers) have 

received an email communication with details and instructions on the 
Emergency Grant referral process 

https://www.mtsac.edu/financialaid/forms/2021/fa-cares-act-referral-form.pdf


- Grant amounts will vary based on the student’s extenuating circumstances 
 
 
ONLINE EMERGENCY AID APPLICATION:  

• Application available to all students via the Mt SAC Financial Aid website  
- https://www.mtsac.edu/financialaid/emergency_funds.html 

 
• Any credit student can apply.  Application process will remain open until funds are exhausted. 

 
Annual est. total  $2,230,000   

- Approximately 2,600 Students  
- Awards between $250 -$1000 
- Any credit student enrolled can be referred 
- Application is currently available on the Mt SAC website and will remain 

open until funds are exhausted 
 

 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS:   

• Available to enrolled F-1 International Students who have emergency needs based 
on the pandemic such as increased costs for medical and healthcare, living expenses 
in the U.S. and inability to travel home during academic recesses, need for 
technology support, increased cost of attendance.  
 

 Annual est. total  $465,500 
 

- Approximately 300 students 
- Awards between $1,000-$2,000 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.mtsac.edu/financialaid/emergency_funds.html


 
 
 
 
Referral Form Details:     

Form available online:  fa-cares-act-referral-form.pdf (mtsac.edu) 
 

 

https://www.mtsac.edu/financialaid/forms/2021/fa-cares-act-referral-form.pdf


Online Application Details: 
    Application available for students online:  https://www.mtsac.edu/financialaid/emergency_funds.html 
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