
§ 55063. Minimum Requirements for the Associate Degree. 
The governing board of a community college district shall confer the associate degree 
upon a student who has demonstrated competence in reading, in written expression, 
and in mathematics, and who has satisfactorily completed at least 60 semester units or 
90 quarter units of degree-applicable credit course work (as defined in section 
55002(a)) which falls into the categories described in section 55062. A college may also 
accept toward satisfaction of this requirement courses that were not completed at a 
California community college that would reasonably be expected to meet or exceed the 
standards of section 55002(a). 
Effective for all students admitted to a community college for the Fall 2019 term or any 
term thereafter, competence in written expression shall be demonstrated by obtaining a 
satisfactory grade in an English course at the level of the course typically known as 
Freshman Composition (either Freshman Composition or another English course at the 
same level and with the same rigor, approved locally) or by demonstrating competency 
that is comparable to satisfactory completion of the specified English course, 
determined locally. Satisfactory completion of an English course at the level of 
Freshman Composition shall satisfy both this competency requirement and the 
coursework requirement set forth in subdivision (b)(1)(D)(i) of this section. 
Effective for all students admitted to a community college for the Fall 2019 term or any 
term thereafter, competence in mathematics shall be demonstrated by obtaining a 
satisfactory grade in a mathematics course at or above the level of the course typically 
known as Intermediate Algebra (either Intermediate Algebra or another mathematics 
course at or above the same level, with the same rigor and with Elementary Algebra as 
a prerequisite, approved locally) or by demonstrating competency that is comparable to 
satisfactory completion of a mathematics course at or above the level of the course 
typically known as Intermediate Algebra, determined locally. Satisfactory completion of 
a mathematics course at or above the level of Intermediate Algebra shall satisfy both 
this competency requirement and the coursework requirement set forth in subdivision 
(b)(1)(D)(ii) of this section. 
The competency requirements for written expression and mathematics may also be met 
by obtaining a satisfactory grade in courses in English and mathematics taught in or on 
behalf of other departments and disciplines, and which, as determined by the local 
governing board, require entrance skills at a level equivalent to those necessary for 
Freshman Composition and Intermediate Algebra respectively. Requirements for 
demonstrating competency in reading shall be locally determined. 


