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Contextualize Cross-Disciplinary College Reading Pilot
GPS Mini-Grant 

m Budget:

2020-21:
1. Facilitate Academic Literacy for Equity POD 

Workshop series 
2. Integrate Canvas Contextualized College Reading 

modules into content area courses (8 faculty 
stipends)

3. Work collaboratively with content-area instructors 
to improve Canvas Contextualized Reading modules

4. Implement faculty and student focus groups and 
surveys to collect data on effects of instructional 
modifications on student progress

5. Build content for Canvas Tutor Training modules

2019-20:
1. Design and pilot POD contextualized reading 

workshop
2. Collaborate with discipline faculty, Pauline 

Swartz (library) , and Melissa Shepherd 
(Media Productions) to create 8 close reading 
videos scaffolding students into academic 
texts

3. Create Canvas Discipline-Specific 
Contextualized College Reading modules to be 
published in Canvas Commons 

4. Design surveys to gather data 



Close Reading Videos:
• Lance Heard, 

Administration of 
Justice

• Julie Bray-Ali, 
Astronomy

• Chaz Perea, 
Horticulture

• Beta Meyer, Biology
• Maya Alvarez-Galvan, 

English
• Kelly Rivera, Political 

Science
• Kelly Coreas, 

Respiratory Therapy

• Produced by Melissa 
Shepherd & Mike 
Nichols



Contextualized College 
Reading Canvas Modules



Lance Heard, Professor of Administration of Justice, 
demonstrates a close reading of a court document



Academic Literacy for Equity POD Series (6 hours)
Explore ways of embedding academic literacy skills into discipline-specific courses to 
improve comprehension of college-level texts while addressing issues of inequity inherent 
in academic reading.
Topics:
• Misunderstanding student motivation or reading behavior
• Reading as an interactive and constructive process
• Unrolling the text: Using scrolls to facilitate academic reading
• Integrating and scaffolding reading assignments in course design
• Emancipatory teaching (QFT) and reading practices through and equity lens
• Academic literacy resources: Library, Canvas Contextualized College Reading modules,

READ courses, ASAC, Writing Center, and noncredit AIME courses



Tutor Training Canvas Modules



Canvas Content 
for Faculty Use





Best Practices for Normalizing Help Seeking Behavior 
Best Practice 6
Assign exam, project, or assessment “wrappers” on Canvas discussion board where students acknowledge all mediation and support utilized 
during projects, assignments, or exams. Students respond to classmates’ posts to reflect on the benefits of help-seeking behaviors.
Best Practice 7
Embed links to academic support services (example: MARC, Writing Center, Library, and ASAC) in your Canvas courses and on your syllabi.
Best Practice 8
Provide extra credit for students who create study groups through the ASAC (pending availability and subject matter, the ASAC will work to 
locate tutors to facilitate study groups). Best Practice 9
Best Practice 9
Provide an Academic Support Services (tutoring) Q&A Canvas discussion board for students to share reflections on tutoring, SI, and ET sessions. 
Best Practice 10
As an instructor, share your own experiences utilizing academic support services (tutoring) in college.
Best Practice 11
Preceding the start of highly challenging course material, integrate growth mindset practices in support of students who may be reluctant to 
engage in help seeking behaviors.
Best Practice 12
Incentivize all students to interact with academic support services, not just students who are struggling.
Best Practice 13
Create a quiz on resources available in the Canvas Student Hub.
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