COVID-19 Update 7-15-2020

An Update on the Vaccine Race

There are 4 vaccines that have started phase 3 (efficacy) trials: the viral vector vaccine from Astra Zeneca,
the killed virus vaccines from Sinopharm and Sinovac, and the “repurposed” BCG vaccine being studied by
Murdoch Children’s Research Institute. Moderna is still expected to get phase 3 trials of its messenger RNA
vaccine going in July.

When a Vaccine is Available, Who gets it First?

It will take time to make enough vaccine for everybody who needs it. Normally the CDC makes
recommendations about the use of a new vaccine and state/local public health decide whether to follow those
recommendations. The Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) routinely advises the CDC
regarding implementation of new vaccines. ACIP has started discussing how underlying conditions, living
environments, occupational risks, ethnicity and race should be weighed in allocating the initially limited supply
of vaccine. They anticipate public meetings later this summer and involving communities being considered in
its deliberations.

If We Have a Vaccine, Will People Accept It?

All the talk of accelerating vaccine production along with societal wrangling over COVID-19 is likely to
make many people less confident in choosing to accept a vaccine when it is available. The BIPOC (Black,
Indigenous and Persons of Color) communities have experiences that support distrust of American
government, society, healthcare and medical research. Dr. Phoebe Danziger, a pediatrician at University of
Michigan summarizes it well in saying “sufficiently widespread vaccination will be possible only if the values
and goals of a vaccine program are discussed explicitly, transparently and early, and if that discussion includes
the full range of voices that have been telling us for years that trust in the American institutions and systems
responsible for vaccines is broken”.

Who Will Be in those Phase 3 Trials?

The communities at increased risk of infection and death from COVID-19 will need to see their
communities reflected in all phases of vaccine trials to help address the questions of safety and efficacy for
their communities.

The COVID-19 Prevention Network (CoVPN) is a merger of four existing NIAID (National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Disease) funded clinical trials networks to leverage existing infrastructure and engage
communities to secure the thousands of volunteers needed for late-stage clinical trials of promising vaccines.
“Centralizing our clinical research efforts into a single trials network will expand the resources and expertise
needed to efficiently identify safe and effective vaccines and other prevention strategies against COVID-19”
(Dr. Fauci). People interested in participating in vaccine trials can get more information at
WWW.coronaviruspreventionnetwork.org.

Human challenge trials deliberately expose participants to infection, in order to study diseases and
test vaccines or treatments. www.ldaysooner.org is recruiting volunteers for COVID vaccine challenge
trials. Before you dismiss this approach, you should look at the estimate of benefits and risks presented
on this web site.
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