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In California’s March 3 primary, the state ballot will feature several initiatives—including a $15 
billion bond for the construction and modernization of public education facilities. Slightly more 
than half of likely voters approve, while 42% are opposed and 8% are undecided. PPIC researcher 
Dean Bonner outlined this and other key findings from the latest PPIC Statewide Survey at a 
briefing in Sacramento last Friday. 

In November, Californians may be asked to vote on a constitutional amendment that would require 
state and local governments to provide housing or shelter beds to all homeless residents. About six 
in ten adults and 55% of likely voters say they would vote yes on such an amendment. Majorities 
of adults and likely voters also support Governor Newsom’s proposal to allocate $1 billion to 
address homelessness. 

Other survey highlights: 

• More than six in ten Californians say housing affordability is a big problem in their part of the state, 
and the cost of living is causing many to consider moving out of California. 

• A majority of Californians (53%) approve of the way Governor Newsom is handling his job; this is 
the governor’s highest approval rating to date. 

• Views on the governor’s plan to scale back the high-speed rail project are mixed, while most approve 
of his proposal to build only one tunnel under the Sacramento–San Joaquin Delta. 

• Bernie Sanders leads all other Democratic presidential candidates with 32% support among 
Democratic primary likely voters. Joe Biden has 14% support, 13% support Elizabeth Warren, and 
Pete Buttigieg and Michael Bloomberg were tied at 12%. 
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