
 

 
   

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
 

  
  

    
 

 

     
 

     
 

 
  

 
 

 

Supreme Court Rules 
Against Trump 
Administration In 
DACA Case 
June 18, 202010 

NINA TOTENBERG 

A narrowly divided U.S. Supreme Court extended a life-support line to some 
650,000 so-called DREAMers on Thursday, allowing them to remain safe from 
deportation for now, while the Trump administration jumps through the 
administrative hoops that the court said are required before ending the program. 

The vote was 5-4 with Chief Justice John Roberts casting the decisive fifth vote 
that sought to bridge the liberal and conservative wings of the court. 

Roberts and the court's four liberal justices said the Department of Homeland 
Security's decision to rescind the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program, 
or DACA, was arbitrary and capricious under the Administrative Procedure Act. 
(Read the decision here.) 

In his opinion, Roberts wrote: "The appropriate recourse is therefore to remand 
to DHS so that it may reconsider the problem anew." 

President Trump dismissed the ruling as "politically charged," turning it into a 
rallying cry for the 2020 election and the opportunity to appoint more 
conservative justices. The DACA decision follows another major ruling earlier in 
the week that granted employment protections for LGBTQ people. 

These horrible & politically charged decisions coming out of the Supreme Court 
are shotgun blasts into the face of people that are proud to call themselves 
Republicans or Conservatives. We need more Justices or we will lose our 2nd. 
Amendment & everything else. Vote Trump 2020! 

https://www.npr.org/people/2101289/nina-totenberg
https://apps.npr.org/documents/document.html?id=6951500-DACA-Decision
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1273633632742191106
https://www.npr.org/863498848


 
  

  
 

       
 

     
 

     
 

 
 

  
 

   
 

 

 

Begun in 2012, the DACA program gave temporary protection from deportation to 
qualified individuals brought to the U.S. illegally as children. Under the program, 
the DREAMers were allowed to work legally and apply for college loans if they 
met certain requirements and passed a background check. 

President Trump sought to end the program shortly after he took office, 
maintaining that it was illegal and unconstitutional from the start. 
But he was blocked by the lower courts and appealed to the Supreme Court, 
where Thursday the justices divided over both substance and timing. 
Article continues after sponsor message 

The muddled state of play likely prevents the administration from enacting any 
plans to begin deportations immediately, but there is little doubt that should 
Trump be reelected, the second-term president almost certainly would seek to 
end the program. 

Justice Clarence Thomas, in his dissent, wrote: "Today's decision must be 
recognized for what it is: an effort to avoid a politically controversial but legally 
correct decision." 

https://www.npr.org/2017/09/05/546423550/trump-signals-end-to-daca-calls-on-congress-to-act
https://www.npr.org/2019/06/28/733774906/supreme-court-takes-up-daca-appeal
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