
Nearly half of all 
undergraduates in the United 
States attend community 
colleges, and with good 
reason. These open-access 
institutions serve a diverse 
student population with 
diverse needs. From recent 
high school graduates to adult 
learners, the affordability 
and flexibility offered by 
community colleges can help 
put any person’s educational 
and career goals within reach. 
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Sources Revenue %

Tuition  $17,242,025,437 29.5%
Federal $8,264,032,954 14.1%
State $17,442,989,183 29.8%
Local $10,568,296,830 18.1%
Other $4,929,830,599 8.4%
Total $58,447,175,003 100.0%

Full-time students employed full time – 22%
Full-time students employed part time – 40%
Part-time students employed full time – 41%
Part-time students employed part time – 32%

% of students receiving
Any aid – 58%
Federal grants – 38%
Federal loans – 19%
State aid – 12%
Institutional aid – 13%

% of students applying

Bachelor’s degrees awarded by 88 public and 58 independent 
colleges 1,8

Associate degrees

795,235
Certificates

494,995

Estimated change from Fall 2014–Fall 2015:  -2.4%.4

Program Type # % Attendance # %

Credit 7.3M 60% Part-time 4.5M 62%
Noncredit3 5.0M 40% Full-time 2.8M 38%
Total 12.3M 100% TOTAL 7.3M 100%

Ethnicity2 % Age5 % Gender2

White 49% Average 28
Hispanic 22% Median 24
Black 14% <21 37%
Asian/Pacific 
Islander

6% 22-39 49%

Native American 1% 40+ 14%
Two or more races 3%
Other/Unknown 4%
Nonresident Alien 1%

 All U.S. undergraduates – 45%

Hispanic – 57%

Black – 52%

Asian/Pacific Islander – 43%

 Native American – 62%

 First-time freshman – 41%

Public

Independent

Tribal
982

90
36

 1,108Total number of 
community colleges

Federal aid Any aid

62%
72%

57%
Women

43%
Men

First generation to attend college – 36%
Single parents – 17%
Non-U.S. citizens – 7%
Veterans – 4%
Students with disabilities – 12%


