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COURT UPHOLDS CITY OF WALNUT ORDER TO HALT SOLAR PROJECT

Mt. SAC’s pIOpOSed So/ar P亘yect camot pI℃Ceed w仰out preserv所g community hea筋and safefy

WA」NUT, California (Decembe「 8, 2016) - On December 6, 2016, the City of WaInut p「evailed

When the Superior Court denied a 「equest by Mt. San Antonio Coliege (Mt. SAC) to冊the City’s

Stop Wo「k Notice prohibiting Mt. SAC from commencing grading and const「uction of the p「oposed

SoIar P「oject, ln the same hea「ing, Supe「ior Coし両Judge James ChaIfant aIso g「anted the United

Walnut Taxpaye「S’(UW丁) request for a preIiminary injunction against the p「oject. The Court’s

ruiing puts the p「oposed Soiar PrQject on hoId unt旧he underIying Iawsuits are 「esoIved,丁he t「iaI

iS P「eSentIy scheduled in Ma「ch 2017

``Yeste「day was an important win for our community. The City fought aggressiveIy to protect the

Safety, heaIth, and weIfare of our 「esidents, and we have succeeded,’’said Wainut Mayo「 Eric

Ching, ``Resorting to the coし両S is neve「 Our first choice, and l hope Mt. SAC w川now 「ecognize that

COOPe「ation with the City is a mo「e effective way forwa「d for both ou「 City and the coliege.’’

丁he underlying lawsuit invoIves disputes between Mt. SAC, the City of Walnut and UWT regarding

SeVeral co=ege pr。jects, including the p「oposed SoIa「 PrQiect on the “West Pa「ceI’’, The West

Pa「ce=s a t「iangula「 Iot of undeveloped h冊side bounded by single-family residences along its

SOuthern and weste「n bo「ders and separated f「om Mt. SAC’s main campus by Grand and TempIe

Avenues. Mt, SAC proposes to tea「 down h川Sides and剛in existjng 「avines to c「eate a building

Pad. App「oximateIy l O acres of ground-mOunted t「acking so!ar photovoItaic paneIs will be instaIled

jn the Ieveled area. The City cha=enged the proposed pr句ect a11eging that Mt, SAC faiIed to

adequateiy evaluate the potentia=mpacts of the project under the Califo「nia Environmental QuaIity

Act and, fu巾her, that Mt. SAC faiIed to obtain necessa「y City permits, incIuding grading and hauling

Permits.

“丁he proposed SoIa「 PrQject invoIves a massive grading effo巾requlrlng aPPrOXimateIy 160 Iarge

truck trips pe「 day to import between 163,000 and 260,000 cubic ya「ds of剛d叶Or the equivaIent

Of帥ng an o「dinary footba= fieId to over 120 feet in height. The truck activity aIone poses a

Significant safety haza「d with Ia「ge 40-foot trucks comIng ln and out of the West Pa「ceI eve「y 90

SeCOnds at No巾h G「and Avenue just 200 feet f「om the intersection at West Temple,” said City

Manage「 Rob VVIshner.

The proposed Soiar Project wasくくon hold,’’but on Thursday, October 20, 2016, Mt, SAC notified

adjacent residences that g「ading activity wouId commence on the West Pa「ce=he foIIowing

Monday. ln response, the City issued a Stop Wo「k Notice, Citing Mt, SAC with vioIations of 14

SeParate municipal ordinances, Mt. SAC sought an injunction against the City to prevent
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enforcement of the Stop Work Notice. MeanwhiIe UWT additionaIly sought re=ef from the court by
Way Of a prelimina「y In」unCtion to stop the project. Efforts to resoive the dispute by mediation

among the City, Mt. SAC and United Walnut Taxpaye「s on Novembe「 17 faiIed, 「eSuiting in the

injunction hearings scheduIed for December 6, 2016. The cou巾ruIed in favor ofthe City and UWT.
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