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Candace Leuthold [00:00:00]:
I think that's one of the really, really important things about dual enrollment courses is that it's the same course outline, the same student learning outcomes. Those things do not change just because it's a dual enrollment course. It's the same rigor, the same expectations. And I think when it comes to students in the classroom, sometimes there's some pedagogy that has to change a little bit, but you don't change the meat of what you're teaching.

Chisa Uyeki [00:00:26]:
Welcome to the Mount San Antonio College Podcast. I'm Chisa Uyeki, a Mount SAC professor and librarian and I'm pleased to be your host for this season. Our goal is to keep you connected to our campus by bringing you the activities and events you may not have time to attend to share the interesting things our colleagues are creating and innovative ways they are supporting and connecting with Mount SAC students. Join me as we explore Mount SAC.

Ivan Sanchez [00:01:00]:
Today we are taking on a topic that sits at the intersection of high school and college education. Dual enrollment. With the increase of dual enrollment courses at Mount SAC and across the state, we wanted to explore the lived realities of the instructors who are teaching these courses and leading the way for high school student success at the college level. I'm Ivan Sanchez, one of your co hosts, and I had the privilege of sitting down with two seasoned instructors and Felix Jollevet and Sonya Masl as well as Mount sac's new dual enrollment faculty liaison, Candice Leuthold. We had a chance to explore what dual enrollment actually is and what it means to teach college level material to high school students, including the unique joys and challenges. Join me as we get into this important conversation together. So we are here with our wonderful guestsSonya Masl , Felix Jollevet and Candice Leuthold hold and we are going to be exploring the world of dual enrollment together. Before we get started, I want to introduce all of our guests.

Ivan Sanchez [00:02:05]:
So, Sonya Masl teaches dual enrollment courses at several high school campuses with experience in in person, online and hybrid learning environments. She's dedicated to creating engaging and accessible learning experience for all students. Sonya is passionate about helping students build the skills and confidence that need to succeed in college and our goal is to make the transition from high school to higher education both exciting and empowering, inspiring students to see themselves as capable lifelong learners. So welcome Sonya.

Sonya Masl [00:02:38]:
Thank you.

Ivan Sanchez [00:02:39]:
We also have Candace Leuthold as well, who is currently teaching General Biology and Biology for majors at Mount San Antonio College and was recently appointed as the dual enrollment Faculty Liaison, supporting collaboration between college departments and K through 12 partners she brings over 20 years of experience in education and previously served as the founding principal of Mount Sac Early College Academy, which is a dual enrollment high school established in partnership with the college. She holds master's degrees in biology and in education, as well as an executive certificate in diversity, equity and inclusion from Cornell University. Welcome, Candace.

Candace Leuthold [00:03:22]:
Thank you, thank you. So excited to be here.

Ivan Sanchez [00:03:24]:
We also have Felix Jollevet, whose career spans education, law enforcement and public administration with a sustained focus on service to historically marginalized communities. They've worked with African American, Latinx and Native American students, students with disabilities, foster youth, those in recovery, formerly incarcerated individuals, and others who are navigating systemic barriers. They strive to promote respectful engagement across differences in race, gender, sexuality, socioeconomics, and accessibility by helping to build bridges in pursuit of a more equitable, educated society. This is a person whose leadership, teaching, mentoring, and programmatic contributions have been driven by one overarching goal, to uplift students through holistic, culturally responsive support systems. So welcome, Felix.

Felix Jollevet [00:04:15]:
Thank you. Thank you.

Ivan Sanchez [00:04:16]:
Oh, absolutely. And thank you for being with us. We really appreciate it. So to start things off, we want to let our listeners know what dual enrollment is. So I wanted to ask you, Candace, could you give us a brief explanation of what dual enrollment courses are?

Candace Leuthold [00:04:32]:
Yeah, absolutely. So dual enrollment really gives high school students the opportunity to experience a real college class while they're still in high school. So dual enrollment courses are generally, generally taught at the high school, but a college instructor comes over and is teaching that course. And so the instruction is still college level, the expectations are still college level, the rigor is still college level. The difference is that it's taught on the high school campus and oftentimes during their high school bell schedule, which is much different than the community college system. So just giving those students exposure to college, letting them see themselves as college students, getting a little bit of a leg up on those college credits, and then hopefully transferring over to, you know, the community college to finish their aa. I mean, that's the vision is giving those students that, you know, maybe wouldn't necessarily see themselves as college students, but giving them the opportunity to kind of step into that space and recognize that they can do it.

Ivan Sanchez [00:05:34]:
Well, thank you so much for highlighting the opportunity that is afforded through dual enrollment courses. And we're going to try to leverage some of all of yours backgrounds in this wonderful opportunity and vision. So if you could do two things for me, each of you tell me a little bit about yourselves. Also, if you could summarize what it's like to teach dual enrollment in two to three words for us. So, Sonya, do you want to get us started?

Sonya Masl [00:06:05]:
Yeah, sure. I am an adjunct faculty. I teach sociology. I've been teaching at Mount Sac for 10 years now. A number of different sections, topics in sociology, and a few words I would use to describe my experience teaching dual enrollment would be challenging, yet rewarding. So I started teaching dual enrollment courses a few years ago as I saw a growing need in our department as we started offering more courses and at more campuses in our district. So we had a growing need for faculty to staff these courses, and it was a good opportunity for me to start teaching dual enrollment.

Ivan Sanchez [00:06:50]:
Wonderful. Thank you so much for sharing that. Felix, did you want to give us a little bit about yourself and then just to follow Sonya's lead as well? You know what got you started teaching dual enrollment? And then lastly, just two or three words that you would use to describe your experiences so far.

Felix Jollevet [00:07:06]:
Well, I'm an adjunct professor, political science at Mount San Antonio College. I've been there for 20 years. I'm a retired deputy sheriff with the San Bernardino County Sheriff's Department, and I've been teaching dual enrollment now for at least three years. A few words I like about dual enrollment. I love to see high school students aspiring to want to take that next step to, you know, start their career paths and their academic paths.

Felix Jollevet [00:08:01]:
My goal is to get them excited and to get them committed to the academic project, which I believe that the sole purpose of that is to help improve human condition. And so far, I'm enjoying my experiences over at dual enrollment.

Ivan Sanchez [00:08:18]:
Thank you so much. And then, Candace, if you could tell us a little bit about yourself, how you got started getting involved with dual enrollment, and then a couple words on your experience working with dual enrollment so far.

Candace Leuthold [00:08:32]:
So I actually got involved with dual enrollment back in 20. No. Yeah, it was 06. Yeah, back in 06 when Bill Gates foundation actually started funding a bunch of early college initiatives. And we were opening an early college in a previous school district that I'd been in. And so I was on the curriculum committee to kind of get that school designed and launched down in Orange county. And then I worked there as an instructor for several years. I was also the dean of students there.

Candace Leuthold [00:09:01]:
And then I actually came up here to help, you know, get Mecca again designed and launched. And so, yeah, it's just, it's one of the places where my heart really is, is with students who are demographically underrepresented in post secondary education. And that I always want to be able to provide students with, you know, opportunities and opportunities they might not otherwise have, because I think education is a great equalizer. And so I've really been focused on that for the majority of my career is helping to actually provide those kinds of experiences to students or to provide those opportunities to take classes and to kind of. There's a whole thing about if they can see it, they can be it. And it's like if students, when they're in high school and when they're developing, they very much kind of aspire to what they see in the adults around them because that's what they're exposed to. And so I think it's just about broadening their exposure to things because I think that, like I said, education is a great equalizer. And the more things that we're exposed to, the more things that we might actually be interested in.

Candace Leuthold [00:10:12]:
And it takes them down a much different path.

Ivan Sanchez [00:10:15]:
Absolutely. Thank you so much for your background and just your experience so far. So this is a question that will ask Sonya and Felix, who are in the classroom day in and day out at our dual enrollment high school locations, what are some ways that you, you have had to adjust your teaching style when working with high school students?

Sonya Masl [00:10:35]:
One adjustment I have had to make as far as student engagement is to really emphasize multimodal teaching, mix it up a bit to help with student engagement and motivation even. But this has been very beneficial for me in all of my classes at Mount SAC as well. But it really gave me an opportunity to, you know, include more classroom activities, more partner sharing, more interactive learning approaches, which I think the students really enjoy, especially at the dual enrollment level. So that's one way I've. I've made some adjustments. Another adjustment is just tell more jokes I've learned. You know, at first it was a little intimidating because I felt like I really had to in my first semester at dual enrollment, really, I felt I really had had to kind of play that professor role in order to prepare students for college, what the expectations of college are. But then I quickly realized that I was actually really intimidating them rather than preparing them.

Sonya Masl [00:11:51]:
So I loosened up a bit and let my character, let my personality come out. And I think that that is one way that I really had to make that Adjustment too.

Candace Leuthold [00:12:02]:
Well, tell us a joke.

Sonya Masl [00:12:05]:
Oh, gosh. I mean, what students that might. I only have a couple students that really laugh, but I know they're all internally laughing.

Candace Leuthold [00:12:13]:
Right. I, I totally understand.

Sonya Masl [00:12:15]:
One of my favorites is when I'm, when I'm explaining a concept and I say, let's break it down, but not in a hip hop kind of way. And some of them get it and.

Candace Leuthold [00:12:25]:
Then they just kind of roll their eyes like, oh my God.

Sonya Masl [00:12:27]:
Yeah, dad jokes. Dad jokes.

Candace Leuthold [00:12:29]:
Yes.

Ivan Sanchez [00:12:30]:
There's been a lot of 6, 7 in my classroom lately.

Sonya Masl [00:12:32]:
Oh, yes.

Ivan Sanchez [00:12:34]:
What about you, Felix? What are some ways that you, you might have adjusted your teaching style when working with high school students?

Felix Jollevet [00:12:40]:
Well, the one thing I found is that less lecture and more activities, more hands on activity. And also one of the things that I started to implement because they have the same situation here in with the college students, is that there appears to be an increasingly lack of reading, lack of studying. And so I started creating these modified flipped lectures. Okay. To get them involved into the course material. And some of the flipped lectures, you know, traditionally you give those prior to any activity. But I have came in with mini lectures and then give them a flip lecture and then come back with an engaging assignment where they can, you know, have hands on and, you know, things that are a lot more student centered. And as with Sonya, it's helped me out a lot because a lot of that I have brought into the college classes as well.

Felix Jollevet [00:13:42]:
Because, you know, what do you do for five days? You can't just lecture for five days. And so I've been creating assignments almost on a weekly basis, creating new assignments and then using those in dual enrollment, but also using part of those inside the college classes as well. But the main thing is using more student centered activities. I found they seem to work a lot better in the lecturing.

Ivan Sanchez [00:14:12]:
Well, thank you for those answers. So far. It sounds like they have challenged us to think outside of the, the lecture box that sometimes professors get themselves into and use more student centered approaches to kind of follow up on discussing this unique population. Some faculty have expressed concerns that certain college course content might not be appropriate for high school students. So what has been your experience with that, Sonya and Felix? Do you feel that that has been your experience? Have you had to adapt your material when teaching dual enrollment?

Felix Jollevet [00:14:46]:
I have not had that experience, I tell them, and when I begin to engage in something serious, I always keep reminding them that they are in a college space. And this is different than what they're doing in the high school. And so I haven't had any problems with even thinking about content that I teach is inappropriate. I teach political science and we can get into some very serious topics. But, you know, just prep them, let them know that they're in a college space is what I do.

Ivan Sanchez [00:15:22]:
No, and I, I love that strategy is just friendly but, but strong reminder that, hey, you're in a college class and we talk about some serious things. I really love that strategy. Sonya, what has been your experience?

Sonya Masl [00:15:35]:
Yeah, same. I also have not had any concerns or problems. And you know, as you can imagine, sociology, we have a lot of topics that we cover. Quite sensitive, heavy, or even controversial.

Felix Jollevet [00:15:51]:
Right.

Sonya Masl [00:15:52]:
One of the classes I teach, SOC 5, which is criminology. I did have some concerns with that course. In particular, my first time teaching it at a high school, dual enrollment. I went to my department chair with these concerns is, you know, we talk about, you know, sexual assault, we talk about, you know, pedophilia, we talk about all kinds of stuff. We look at the registry, you know, the sex offender registry. We look at a lot of very heavy and what some would say inappropriate for children topics and discussions. And my department chair said, nope, we're supposed to. These are college students.

Sonya Masl [00:16:28]:
I show them film that's R rated. And I, you know, was told, don't change anything. Do it just as you would for your on campus classes. And I said, that's all I needed to hear. So immediately those concerns left. I didn't have those concerns after that conversation and it hasn't been an issue for me at all.

Ivan Sanchez [00:16:50]:
Well, that's wonderful to hear. And you know, that is, I think, I don't want to say comforting, but just reassuring. I want to say reassuring for many who wonder how do you teach difficult subjects to high school students? And at the end of the day, it sounds like they get a good reminder that, hey, you are in a college space and we are going to talk about this stuff.

Candace Leuthold [00:17:10]:
I think that's one of the really, really important things about dual enrollment courses is that it's the same course outline.

Felix Jollevet [00:17:18]:
Right.

Candace Leuthold [00:17:18]:
The same student learning outcomes. You know, those things do not change just because it's a dual enrollment course. It's the same rigor, the same expectations. And I think when it comes to students in the classroom, sometimes there's some pedagogy that has to change a little bit. But you don't change the meat of what you're teaching for the younger students. Right. It might just be developmentally how you're actually approaching. The content might be a little bit different, but a college course is a college course, whether it is dual enrollment or whether it is on the Mount SAC campus.

Candace Leuthold [00:17:51]:
Right. The college course should be the same, no matter, no matter where the student is getting the actual content.

Ivan Sanchez [00:17:56]:
Absolutely, yeah. And to kind of touch on some of those adjustments that we may have to make to, to deliver that material, I wanted to see, you know, what sort of challenges you all have had to face inside the classroom. How do you handle those challenges? Maybe we can think, each of us think of an example of a challenge that we had to overcome.

Sonya Masl [00:18:17]:
I can think of a couple challenges.

Ivan Sanchez [00:18:20]:
Or a cup or a couple.

Sonya Masl [00:18:21]:
Yeah. One is the classrooms itself. In my experience, some. Some high school campuses put us in old classrooms that nobody's using anymore that have not as great quality projectors or computer systems. I even had a. I was in a modular classroom one time that had a bird nest in the ceiling that was chirping all day. So that's been a challenge. And I understand that these high school campuses are jam packed and there's classroom shortages, but those are just some things that I've had to again, adjust to and kind of wing it and make it work, and it's always ended up fine.

Sonya Masl [00:19:11]:
That's the first challenge that comes to mind. Another challenge I've had with students and actually my lessons is being mindful that some students don't have background knowledge of some of the things I'm teaching about. So, for example, I had a lesson one time about capitalism. And students, many, most of the students hadn't taken econ yet. And so they're looking at me with, you know, wide eyes and I'm like, oh, do y' all know? I mean, they know the word capitalism, but they're not able to, you know, explain or apply these concepts. So I had to kind of take a step back and do a brief overview of capitalism enough so, so that they can understand the context of the lesson.

Ivan Sanchez [00:20:02]:
Yeah, absolutely. Thanks. Thanks for highlighting those challenges. What about you, Felix?

Felix Jollevet [00:20:07]:
Mine have been mostly similar to Sonja's, but I never had a bird in my class. But I have to have a certified teacher in my classroom. And me and this particular teacher, we get along. But I was just thinking, what if I was in a classroom where it was a little more hostile, you know, and so when you have another teacher in there with you, it's almost kind of like it's not your classroom, so to speak, you know, and so it's a little challenging trying to take use the word command, so to speak. You know. But me and this particular teacher, we get along. Our teaching styles are quite similar. And so that's been a blessing.

Felix Jollevet [00:20:51]:
But I just think about how it could be.

Ivan Sanchez [00:20:54]:
What. Yeah, what about next semester, you know, or semester to semester? And working with different teachers in the.

Felix Jollevet [00:21:03]:
Classroom, that's been one of the main things. And then I have 40 minutes a day, and that is rough. You know, I'm in second period. They start the pledge of allegiance and they have announcements. So that hour, you know, it's quickly 40 minutes and after to kind of move real fast. And I noticed today that I. Because I'm going to a conference, leaving Wednesday, so I won't be a condition Thursday and Friday. And I had to really get that lecture in.

Felix Jollevet [00:21:30]:
And I'm lecturing, straight lecturing for 40 minutes. And I could already tell that I'm kind of losing some of the students because they're not used to lecturing, you know, and try to do the best you can. But that 40 minutes a day is a. It's a challenge as well. But that's more specific pilot program, these little kinks that we have to get out of the way. And lastly, until now, I've been faced with some classroom management issues on the discipline side. And it's something that is really foreign to me in many ways and very seldom that I have a discipline problem, you know, and so that's been kind of challenging.

Ivan Sanchez [00:22:13]:
Well, thank you. Thank you both for your resiliency, first of all, and just for highlighting some of those challenges. And Candace, did you want to. You wanted to jump in on this question as well?

Candace Leuthold [00:22:24]:
Just going to ask, like, what. What do you do when you do have the classroom management issues? What do you do with those students? When are they supportive at the. At the school site?

Felix Jollevet [00:22:33]:
Very supportive at the particular school site where I had problems, are very supportive. And so one thing that was very helpful was when I went to the counselor with a list and I simply said that, you know, these students may not be ready for college. And not in the sense that they're not ready, but in terms of behavior wise.

Candace Leuthold [00:22:59]:
Right. The maturity.

Sonya Masl [00:23:00]:
Right, right. I similarly have had, you know, that support from the high school counselors where I can let them know that either this student has been, you know, had been a bit of a. Have. Has a bit of a behavior problem, especially with cell phones. I'm still getting. Still getting used to that. You know, if I have had any significant problems, I go directly to the counselor or if a student is not succeeding in the class, I can go to the counselor as well, for some extra support. And they're.

Sonya Masl [00:23:34]:
They're always on it, and, you know, we'll speak to the student, you know, about those concerns.

Ivan Sanchez [00:23:42]:
So sort of speaking on that topic, what sorts of ranges of academic readiness do you see? Is it any different from teaching on campus at Mount SA?

Candace Leuthold [00:23:52]:
I mean, I can say from. From my experience being at the high school, in the high school classroom, and then coming into the college classroom. The college, we've got a wide variety of students that come in. You know, their. Their background knowledge is all over the place. You know, their life experiences are very different. I mean, some of them are, you know, my age. Some of them are, you know, 17.

Candace Leuthold [00:24:13]:
And so I think that you still see that kind of wide range of. Of academic readiness, the same as kind of what I see in my. In my typical classes on campus. But I think what is what's been important for me and helpful for me as a. As a college instructor is making my expectations explicit and then also kind of modeling and giving them, like, if they've got a larger project that's due, make sure that I'm giving them checkpoints. Like, not necessarily that they're turning things into me all the time, but, like, this is. Don't forget, this is coming up in three weeks. And, you know, at this point, you should have X, Y and Z done just continually giving him those kinds of reminders, whether they're in canvas or they're verbal in class or, you know, or announcements, whatever I'm doing, just to, again, make sure that they understand what the expectations are.

Candace Leuthold [00:25:07]:
And there's no. I'm not hiding anything. Right. It's not. It's not like a secret. Like, this is what you're expected to do, and these are the tools that you need to get there. And also showing them, like, the campus resources that are available, what other resources are available for them to actually meet those expectations that have been set for them.

Ivan Sanchez [00:25:28]:
Yeah, and I think a lot of high schools offer support as well. So I've had you all kind of how to familiarize yourself with some of the support offered by the high school.

Sonya Masl [00:25:39]:
Yeah, I usually, you know, introduce myself to the counseling stuff and also the library or sometimes campuses will have, like, a media center that's part of the library. But I usually introduce myself and, you know, meet the folks in those. In those resources so that I can get some insights on how my students can use the library or, you know, or the media center to help with their coursework.

Felix Jollevet [00:26:05]:
I do the same. And then I also will get the writing center involved with the dual enrollment sections as well. The one issue we have is that the writing center, they're not allowed to leave campus to come to the high school. So in one instance, the director had created a video, and that was a very good piece that it played for the students. Wanted to. Wanted to have a field trip so that perhaps we can go to the library and have a class with the librarian or the writing center said they would be able to conduct that class as well. Because I set up a lesson plan that I use here at Mount Tech with my college students where we go to the library and the librarian teaches the class in the sense to show them where the resources are, how to gather them, how to collect them, et cetera. And I would love to be able to do that, build enrollment.

Felix Jollevet [00:27:01]:
One of the high schools I'm at, they actually have a very excellent library. It's a research library, and they have access to ProQuest, and they also have access to Mount SAC's Library, and they have a research librarian on campus, and he was able to teach that classroom. And I thought that was absolutely excellent, you know, and it went. It went very well.

Ivan Sanchez [00:27:24]:
Again, it's amazing just, you know, how involved you all have gotten on your campuses. And it's great to see this partnership. Thinking more broadly here. One of the goals of dual enrollment is to reach students who might not otherwise see themselves as college going. Do you think dual enrollment is fulfilling that goal?

Candace Leuthold [00:27:45]:
So, yes, yes and no. I think that the kind of. The philosophy and the whole point of dual enrollment initially was to help students who were underrepresented. That was. That was the goal, the overall goal. I think as dual enrollments become more visible, I think now we have more students in dual enrollment who may have already been, you know, college bound. And so I think part of, you know, kind of where we're going with dual enrollment, we need to analyze. We need to take a look at, you know, what is our.

Candace Leuthold [00:28:16]:
What's our vision for dual enrollment on the campus? You know, what is the. What is our goal for dual enrollment students? Do we want to reach a particular population or do we want to just open it to, you know, all students? Which, as I think that access is huge. I mean, we've come a long way with. At the high school level with, like, AP courses now being accessible to all students. But I think that dual enrollment is. Needs to be accessible to everyone. I think that there are some places where we could do a better job of targeting students that are first in their families to go to college and are underrepresented in post secondary education. Again, that's really where my heart has always been.

Candace Leuthold [00:28:58]:
So I'm always going to advocate for those students to have those opportunities.

Sonya Masl [00:29:03]:
Yeah, I agree, Candace, and my experiences with students as well. But where I see some success in that goal is I think students who are undecided if they're going to college or if they're going to apply to a uc, a Cal State or uc. And what I've seen in my students is that those who were not sure if they qualify or they're for Cal State or UC or if they can afford it or whatever the case may be, I think dual enrollment classes help them to see community college as a valid option. And I see that, you know, as a helpful means for those students to kind of, you know, see that. Yes, this class is the same classes I would take at a Cal State or a uc, and I'm doing it here on my high school campus. So, you know, I can take these classes at a community college and then transfer, which is another reason that we.

Candace Leuthold [00:30:04]:
Need to make sure that the rigor of those classes. Right. That are at the high school are the same as what they would experience on a college campus, because we don't want them to have this kind of false sense of security that, oh, you know, I did fine in my dual enrollment classes and then come to campus and be like, oh, gosh, you know, this is a totally different, totally different story. So. Right, no, absolutely. The students who are on the fence. Right, yeah.

Sonya Masl [00:30:27]:
And then, you know, at the same time, again, preparing them for, you know, to transfer as well, like we would at our on campus classes.

Candace Leuthold [00:30:35]:
Absolutely.

Felix Jollevet [00:30:37]:
One of the goals I have, and I've been doing this since it's more than a goal, it's more of a mission. It might be more of a calling. But, you know, I prepare them mentally to start thinking like scholars. And so I get them with that mindset. You know, I've been doing this since 2013 with very positive feedback, you know, and so one of the things we come in, you know, I come in and I, their coach, and so our team were called the Mighty Scholars. And I get them to start thinking like scholars, you know, as simple as this. And it really is as simple as this. I tell them, you know, play the role, play the part.

Felix Jollevet [00:31:21]:
You have to become a scholar. But it starts here, you know, and so anyway, that's that.

Ivan Sanchez [00:31:28]:
No, absolutely. And it's wonderful to just see everybody's approach here thinking about dual enrollment Going into the future, what do you think is most needed to help dual enrollment reach more students equitably? What do you think needs to be done to support faculty teaching dual enrollment? One of the things I notice is just how, how above and beyond you all go to support our high school students, our dual enrollment students. So what do you want to see from college and high school campuses to support you further on your mission?

Sonya Masl [00:32:03]:
Well, I love that we have a layout liaison now. Candace, I'm so happy, and I think that that is a huge step in the right direction to have that advocate for both faculty and students. I'm really excited to be working with you going forward in this role. So thank you, thank you, thank you. I think that that is a great way when you say what changes are most needed to support faculty, having you as a liaison, I think also having, you know, maybe an orientation. I know we meet with the administrators at the high school campuses, but maybe having a zoom session before each session with all faculty just to go over the basics and these reminders of the rigor and expectations of us and students and that also. So we're all in this together, right? So although we have you, Candace, that we can also, you know, kind of reach out to each other as dual enrollment instructors and get some insights and information from other faculty members too.

Candace Leuthold [00:33:17]:
No, absolutely. I mean, I think that it's so important to work together, you know, to have faculty working together and even to have dual enrollment faculty working with the faculty that are, that are on site at the college. You know, just, you know, kind of norming, like, what do your tests look like? You know, what does your syllabus look look like? And a lot of times it's, it's because we have adjunct instructors that are coming in to, to teach dual enrollment courses. And, you know, maybe they're brand new to this, so I think, you know, those things are important. But then also having some ideas as far as, you know, pedagogy, because like Felix was saying, you can't just lecture, you know, all the time.

Felix Jollevet [00:33:57]:
Right.

Candace Leuthold [00:33:58]:
Their attention spans are a little bit shorter. So you've got to chunk it a little bit differently.

Felix Jollevet [00:34:03]:
I say a lot of bits shorter.

Sonya Masl [00:34:05]:
A lot of bits shorter.

Candace Leuthold [00:34:07]:
Right? A lot, A lot, A lot shorter.

Ivan Sanchez [00:34:09]:
And so, Candace, I know this role has just kind of started forming. You know, how would you describe your role so far? What do you see yourself doing? Can we get any glimpses into any small successes that you have had so far?

Candace Leuthold [00:34:20]:
Yeah, yeah, absolutely. So, so far, I mean, I've been on the job just since, you know, October. So right now what my, what I've been working on is I've actually created a dual enrollment faculty resource hub in Canvas that I'm working to get that up and going. I'm pretty proud of how it's looking right now. I'm trying to, I'm waiting for some feedback from a few other people before I, you know, make it live, but with resources like I said on, on pedagogy, but then also just policies, contacts, you know, what kind of things need to be in your syllabus. Just some of the nuts and bolts and some of the other things that maybe you wouldn't, you wouldn't think about. I'm also trying to learn what the concerns are, you know, where, where is the support needed the most. And so there will also be soon coming out a faculty survey that I'll be sending out via email just to, and it's going out to all faculty, not just a dual enrollment faculty, about you know, their view of, of dual enrollment and what some of the roadblocks might be right now and you know, what some of their solutions are and who wants to be, you know, part of, of continuing this program.

Candace Leuthold [00:35:27]:
Because dual enrollment, really, dual enrollment is going to be around, right? And, and I know that there are some concerns and largely I think it's because of the, the question of the rigor, you know, on a non college campus, but it's going to be around. And so we're, we need to work together to figure out, okay, how can we make this program that we have here at Mount SAC as robust as it possibly can be and make sure that those courses are being taught with fidelity, you know, and that the course the student gets at the high school is the same as what they get at the college. Just working together. Because again, dual enrollment's not going anywhere. But as far as trying to help those students who might not already be planning, I think offering more very specific pathways for students, whether it's a certificate of achievement, you know, or if it's, you know, working towards their calgetc. I think that we need to have clear pathways for students so they know once they graduate from the high school how to continue that pathway or maybe they already have the certificate because they've done the courses through, all through dual enrollment. But I think that we, we can offer students a clear path to, in their post secondary future, whatever it might be. And it doesn't have to be all, you know, going on and getting a bachelor's and doing that.

Candace Leuthold [00:36:40]:
I mean there. There are so many programs that are available at Mount sac, so many things that are available, and so I'd want students to take more advantage of what's available to them.

Ivan Sanchez [00:36:49]:
Yeah, you bring up a great point. One of the cool things about Mount Sac is that, you know, that dichotomy of choosing between trade and a college education, you can kind of just, you know, erase all that, because we have certificates. We have certificates that are connected to or related to associate's degrees. So just so many different avenues. So I'm glad you mentioned that. Well, thank you all so much for just sharing your. Your wealth of knowledge and experience. We appreciate it so much.

Ivan Sanchez [00:37:20]:
We appreciate all that you do. So thank you all so much for speaking with me.

Felix Jollevet [00:37:23]:
Yeah.

Candace Leuthold [00:37:24]:
Thank you for having us.

Sonya Masl [00:37:24]:
Thank you.

Felix Jollevet [00:37:25]:
Thank you for having us.

Chisa Uyeki [00:37:27]:
Thank you for listening to the Mount San Antonio College Podcast, brought to you by Mount sac's POD Office and created in partnership with Avant House Media. Original music created and edited by Neera Azira. Be sure to check out our growing library of over 230 episodes and let us know your thoughts. You can reach me chisaueki at C U Y e k iountsack.edu. wishing you an amazing year and happy listening.
