
Math 51  

Worksheet 

Complex Fractions 
And 

Evaluating Rational Expressions 
 

A rational expression with fractions in the numerator, denominator or both is called a complex 

fraction. Simplify by clearing fractions using the LCD of all the fractions within the expression.      
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  clear fractions by distributing the LCD to all the numerators 
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  reduce all three fractions within the complex fraction 
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� Evaluate the rational expression given a numerical value for each variable. 

 

Example: Given 23 −== yx  
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Practice Problems 
Evaluate each rational expression when 143 −==−= zyx  
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Simplify each complex fraction 
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Answer Key 
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