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Section 0: New Information

For listening and video links, go to Tinyurl https://tinyurl.com/SDLA-Pronunciation. Find your SDLA number on the
left and all the resources to finish your SDLA will be on the right.

In this SDLA, we practice the consonant sounds t and d. Both of these sounds are made by placing the tongue
at the top of the mouth and behind the teeth. However, one is voiced and the other is voiceless. When you voice
the d, you should feel vibration in your throat.

Practice reading and saying this list of words. Place a hand on your throat, do you feel vibration? When
do you feel vibration? Is it with T or d? Listen and repeat these words. Highlight any words you’re not
sure of and find the definition at www.learnersdictionary.com.

Oant OQat Obet Ocart QOecight Ofeet Oheart Ohit Ohurt Omat Omeant
Oand ©add Obed QOcard Q©aid Ofeed Q©hard ©Ohid Oheard ©Omad @ mend

Oneat Onot QOplate O sat O sent O set O sheet © sight © spent © state Qwait
Oneed Onod QOplayed@®sad @©send @saild @ she’d @ side @© spend O stayed ©Qweighed

Now, listen to the link with TEST on it and circle the word that you hear for each pair.

Section 1: Listening
Listen to the sentences below. While you listen, highlight the words that the speaker mispronounces. Try to write
the words that you heard below the mispronounced words. You will also hear words with sounds from the
previous SDLASs.

1. My landlady bought a new handbag the other day.

2. Twatch TV most evenings; in fact, [ watched TV for five hours last night.

3. Idon’t like lemonade, but my favorite drink in summertime is iced tea.

4. We were thinking of setting up a meeting to discuss and brainstorm ideas for our website.

5. Thomas would like to organize a training of the new software we will use on a daily basis.

6. Do you think we can fix a date for your dental appointment and teeth whitening?
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Section 2: Repetition

- You can listen and practice with the correct version. Using your cell phone, record yourself

A =:c| reading the sentences from Section 1 correctly. Save it.
\.\JQ

Listen with your eyes closed. Can you understand what you said?
Which words are difficult to understand? Write them here.

Optional: Record a second time the correct sentences. Listen with your eyes closed. “
You can ask a friend to listen with their eyes closed. Can they understand every word? Write down which ones
our friend could not understand. Practice those words more.

Section 3: Senses
The t and d sounds are identical in mouth movement. The only difference, then, between these two sounds is
voicing. For the t sound, there is no voicing or vibration in your throat. You are simply puffing or blowing air
out of your mouth. However, for the d sounds, there is voicing. When you make this sound, you need to

activate your vocal chords to feel vibration in your throat while making this sound.
Follow Wagner’s steps to making the t/d sounds in this

When you make the t/d sounds, your tongue | video at https://tinyurl.com/SDLA-Pronunciation. Repeat

is placed at the top of your mouth behind your | the words and sentences he practices in the middle and at the end.
teeth like the picture below.

www.wagnerfelix.com

.N) L s w L0
- q f English with Wagner
J \ T and D sounds - American Pronunciation

515 views e o A SHARE

© Part 2. Record yourself reading these words and sentences from the video. Place your hand on
20 your throat to check that you feel the vibration with d sounds.

Tom atom attain Thomas  Thailand time dude drained Dotty  dairy
decided

Tell Tom to take the train into town.
A tiny tiger tied her tied tie tighter to tidy her tatty tail.
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Section 4: Conversation Practice

Read the conversation below. Are there any words you don’t understand? Look them up in a dictionary.
Practice reading this to yourself. Practice as both speakers. You will practice this conversation with the tutor
later. Concentrate on the pronunciation of the individual words.

You Dan, this is such a dashing and tidy neighborhood. The town is clean and silent.

Friend Yeah, it really is. The most terrific thing is the nearby residents don’t party on
weekends. It makes for a peaceful community.

You And it looks like people like to take care of their yards as well.

Friend Totally! No rusty old cars or dead plants sitting in the front yards.

You Have you ever had to call the police department for anything?

Friend Not at all. It’s completely safe, and you always see tiny tots playing.

You Well, you have me dumbfounded. Why are you deciding to sell the house?

Friend You see that empty lot across the street?

You Yes, I do.

Friend They’re going to destroy it and build a hotel!

You What a terrible idea! I can’t imagine the traffic and noise that’s going to bring!

Section 5: What Did I Learn?

Now that you've completed sections 1 through 4, rate how well you can do the following. Put an “X” in the box
matching your self-assessment. This will help the tutor assist you better.

I can’t do I can do I think I I can
this YET. this usually can | TEACH
WITH do this this to a
some help. | WITHOUT | classmate.
help.

I can hear the difference between t and d.

I can identify the differences in mouth
movement or voicing for t and d.

I know some words I need to keep
practicing.

Congrotulationy! Now yow can write youwr name on thhe door to- work

witiv a twtor. The twtor will call yowr name when he/sihe s ready.
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Optional while you wait for a tutor:
Search YouTube for more d/t practice.

following areas:

Section 6: Practice with a Tutor!
After completing the self-assessment, meet with a tutor and give this completed SDLA to them. To make sure you
understand this activity, the tutor will review your answers and recordings with you. They will also help you
practice the conversation in Section 4. After you have finished, the tutor will provide you with feedback in the

Area of Focus

1 Point

3 Points

5 Points

Content

Learner usually does not
provide enough
information in answers.

Learner provides all
necessary information in
answers some of the time.

Learner provides extra
information in answers
most of the time.

SKkill: t and d

Learner usually cannot
hear and speak the target
sounds correctly.

Learner can hear and
speak the target sounds
correctly some of the
time.

Learner can hear and
speak the target sounds
correctly most of the
time.

Overall Pronunciation

Learner’s speaking is
unclear and often
requires listener effort.

Learner’s speaking is
generally clear but
requires listener effort
sometimes.

Learner’s speaking is
clear and smooth and
requires a little listener
effort.

Tutor Recommendations:

*Students must receive at least 10 points to move on.

Total pointsDIS

O Congratulations! Move on
Student has successfully completed this SDLA and is
ready to continue to the another SDLA.

O Repeat

Student hasn’t yet mastered this SDLA. It is
recommended that the student complete it again.

Tutor Signature:

Date:




	Student Name: 
	Student ID Number: 
	Instructor: 
	LevelClass: 
	Date: 
	I cant do this yetI can hear the difference between t and d: 
	I can do this with some helpI can hear the difference between t and d: 
	I think I usually can do this without helpI can hear the difference between t and d: 
	I can teach this to a classmateI can hear the difference between t and d: 
	I cant do this yetI can identify the differences in mouth movement or voicing for t and d: 
	I can do this with some helpI can identify the differences in mouth movement or voicing for t and d: 
	I think I usually can do this without helpI can identify the differences in mouth movement or voicing for t and d: 
	I can teach this to a classmateI can identify the differences in mouth movement or voicing for t and d: 
	I cant do this yetI know some words I need to keep practicing: 
	I can do this with some helpI know some words I need to keep practicing: 
	I think I usually can do this without helpI know some words I need to keep practicing: 
	I can teach this to a classmateI know some words I need to keep practicing: 
	Date_2: 
	Section 1 Listening Line 1: 
	Section 1 Listening Line 2: 
	Section 1 Listening Line 3: 
	Section 1 Listening Line 4: 
	Section 1 Listening Line 5: 
	Section 1 Listening Line 6: 
	Section 2 Difficult Words: 
	Section 2 Could Not Understand Words: 
	Pass-NoPass: Off
	Content 1 Point: 
	Content 3 Points: 
	Content 5 Points: 
	Skill 1 Point: 
	Skill 3 Points: 
	Skill 5 Points: 
	Overall 1 Point: 
	Overall 3 Points: 
	Overall 5 Points: 
	Total points: 
	Tutor Recommendations: 
	Tutor Signature: 
	antand: Off
	atadd: Off
	betbed: Off
	cardcart: Off
	aideight: Off
	feedfeet: Off
	hardheart: Off
	hidhit: Off
	heardhurt: Off
	madmat: Off
	mendmeant: Off
	needneat: Off
	nodnot: Off
	playedplate: Off
	sadsat: Off
	sendsent: Off
	saidset: Off
	she'dsheet: Off
	sidesight: Off
	spendspent: Off
	stayedstate: Off
	weghedwait: Off
	weighedwait: Off


