
English Self-Directed Learning Activities 
Language Learning Center 77-1005, Passport Rewards LLSL10: Ordering at a Restaurant 

1. Click printer icon (top right or center bottom).
2. Change "destination"/printer to "Save as PDF."
3. Click "Save."

Revised on 1/27/2021 1 

langlab@mtsac.edu 

LLSL10. Ordering at a Restaurant 
Student Name: _____________________________ Student ID Number: _____________________________ 

Instructor: _____________________________ Level: ____________  Date: _________________ 

For media links in this activity, visit the LLC ESL Tutoring website for Low Level SDLAs. Find 

your SDLA number to see all the resources to finish your SDLA. 

Section 1: Introduction 

At a restaurant, a server will 

a) take your order,
b) serve you your meal, and
c) give you your check.

Watch the video. Then answer the questions below. 

A. What three questions did the waitress ask about drinks?

1. Can I get you _________________ to _________________________?

2. __________________________________________ bottled or regular?

3. And ____________________________________________________?

B. What question did the waitress ask to find out if they were ready to order?

 ____________________________________________________________________________________? 

C. The woman orders grilled chicken and a ____________________ with ___________________ on the side.

D. The man orders a ____________________ cooked _____________________.

E. What question did the waitress ask to find out if the couple liked their food?

_____________________________________________________________________________________? 

https://www.mtsac.edu/llc/passportrewards/llctutoring/lowerlevels.html
https://www.mtsac.edu/llc/passportrewards/llctutoring/lowerlevels.html
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F. What question did the waitress ask to find out if the couple was finished?

_____________________________________________________________________________________? 

G. What two questions did the waitress ask about dessert?

1. _________________________________________________________________________________?

2. _________________________________________________________________________________?

H. What does the man say to ask for the check?

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Section 2: Planning Your Meal 

At the restaurant, a host will take you to your table. The host will give you a menu, and let you know, “Your 
waiter/waitress/server will be right with you.” This means that you have a few minutes to look over the menu. 
Once you have made your choices, close the menu and set it down to let the server know you are ready to 
order. 

Study the menus below. Choose what you want to drink and eat. Use these answers later in Section 4. 

1. A drink. Write a drink you’d like to

order: 

________________________________ 

*Spirits = alcoholic drinks *Soft drinks = drinks
without alcohol, often carbonated (with
bubbles)
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2. A meal (food). Choose a soup or salad to start. Then choose a main meal, called an entrée, or a sandwich.  

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

3. A dessert. After you’ve finished your meal, a 
server will ask if you want dessert. Which dessert 
do you choose? 

_________________________________________ 
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Section 3: Common Phrases 

Here are some common phrases that a guest might use in a restaurant. Practice saying them. 
Use www.learnersdictionary.com to check the pronunciation. 

Different ways to order food and drinks 
(Note: “the” is often used with food and “a/an” is often used with drinks) 

Guest 

• I’ll take the/a ________________. 
• I’ll have the/a ________________. 
• I’d like the/a _________________. 
• Could I get/have the/a 

______________. 
• Can I get/have the/a 

________________. 

Server 

• Sure! / No problem! / Great 
choice! 

• The server might ask you 
more details: 

o Which side would you 
like? 

o How would you like 
that cooked?

Some common questions about drinks 
Guest 

• Could I get a refill on my tea/soda/coffee ? 
(check to make sure that refills are free 
before ordering)  

• Could I get some more ____________? 
(use when you are drinking soda, water, or 
tea) 

• Could I get another ________? (Use when 
you are drinking beer, wine, or any drink 
that does not include free refills)

Server 

• I’ll be right back with that! 

How to ask for the check 
Guest 

• Could we get the check, please? 
• I think we’re ready for the check. 
• Could you bring us the check 

whenever you get a chance? (Use 
this when you are not in a hurry) 

Server 

• I’ll be right back with that! 

http://www.learnersdictionary.com/
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Section 4: Making a Conversation 

Complete this conversation with questions from Section 1, and information from Section 2 & 3. You will 
perform this conversation with the tutor during your meeting. 

 Waitress: Hi, welcome to Mimi’s! Have you ever dined with us before? 

Guest: Yes, we have been here many times. We love it! 

Waitress: Great! ___________________________________________? 

Guest: ___________________________________________________. 

The waitress goes to get your drink and then comes back to your table. 

Waitress: Here’s your ______________________________________. Are you ready to order? 

Guest: Yes,  __________________________________________________________________. 

Waitress: Sounds great!  

A few minutes later, your waitress brings you your food. 

Waitress: How is everything? 

Guest: Delicious! And ___________________________________? 

Waitress: I’ll be right back with that. 

The waitress brings your drink/refill and then comes back after you have finished your meal. 

Waitress: Are you all finished? Can I take these plates out of your way? 

Guest: Sure. 

Waitress: ____________________________________________________? 

Guest: Dessert sounds great! ____________________________________. 

Waitress: Great choice! Coming right up! 

After you’ve finished your dessert, you’re ready for the check. 

Guest: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Waitress: __________________________________________________________________ 
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Section 5: What Did I Learn? 

Complete this table BEFORE meeting with a tutor. 

Communication Skill 

I can’t do this 
yet. 

 

I can do this 
with help. 

 

I can do this 
without help. 

 

I can teach this 
to a classmate. 

 

I can plan a meal at a restaurant.     

I can communicate with a server at a 
restaurant. 

    

I can use common phrases for 
ordering at a restaurant. 

    

 
Here are some words/phrases I need to practice. 

 

Good job! 
Now go to the LLC Tutoring Website and make an appointment with a tutor. 

Visit the Virtual LLC at the time of your appointment. 

Section 6: Practice with a Tutor! 

Meet with a tutor. Give this paper to the tutor. Share this document on your screen. The tutor will review your 
work and talk with you. The tutor will ask you questions. Also, you will perform the conversation in Section 4 
with the tutor. 

Grading Rubric 

Possible Points Need Practice 

 
(0-1 Point) 

Good Job 

 
(2-3 Points) 

Excellent Work  

 
(4-5 Points) 

Content  More than 4 errors 3-4 errors  0-2 errors 

 

https://www.mtsac.edu/llc/passportrewards/llctutoring/index.html
https://cccconfer.zoom.us/j/97503332158
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Possible Points Need Practice 

 
(0-1 Point) 

Good Job 

 
(2-3 Points) 

Excellent Work  

 
(4-5 Points) 

Skill: Speaking 
Correctly  

More than 4 errors  3-4 errors  0-2 errors  

Oral Fluency: 
Speaking long 
and smooth  

Missing more than 4 words Misses 1-3 words 0 words missing. 

*Students must receive at least 10 points to move on Possible Points: ______ / 15 

Tutor Comments: 

 Congratulations! Keep going. 
You are successful! Choose another SDLA. 

 Work on this more. 
Not finished or needs more practice. Try this 
again.  

Tutor Signature: __________________________________________ Date: ___________________ 
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