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** RlCA Student SelfJRetlection Suryey"'-* 
Please read and respond to the questions describing your current thoughts and ideas 

about t~ ng the!UC.A, 

I . \Vhat is your cun-ent level o£confidence or feeling'towarcG taking th~ RICA? 

2. How well prepared do you feel right now for taking the RICA'l 

13. What areyou !DQfil_concerned about in 'taking the RICA? 

:11What are you Jeasl concemed about in taking the RICA 7 

• ■ 
5. How familiar are you with.RICA? Have you studied or read atiY RICA illformation 
before attending this seminar? 

6. What do you ho?e to learn from this RICA Seminar~ 

• 
7.,Bes~des taking this senwiar,. what other plans/ideas do you have to help you pass the 
RICA? 

• 
8. Wllat qJJestions do you have about RICA? 
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CASE STUDY ACTIVITIES/STRATEGIES FOR EACH 
. DOMAIN 

To Determine Reading Level 

• lRI 
• Running Record 
• Miscue Analys~ 

Phonemic Awareness 

• Ell<onin Box- Segmentation 
• ,Blending-Model & Review ■ 
• Rhyme-Songs/Books 

Down by the_,,Bay Song 
The Hungry Thing.Book 

• Manipulat~ -Onset manipulation, i.e. 
• Sequence-Sort objects according to sounds ■ 

Phonics 

Howto' s ... • Implicit • 
• Explicit 
• Whole to Part 

Concepts About Print 

• During Shared Reading'- Point out the conc<;pts and review constantly • 
Reading Comprehension 

Lowei:, elem~ntary acti'l'ities: 
• Segueocing 
• Storyretelling 

l,ower and upper elementary activities: 
• Graphic org_anizers 
• Chunking 

Upper e}ementary activity 
• Reciprocal Teaching 
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Sight Words 

• S~ared Reading 
• LEA - All elementary levels 

Content Area Instruction 

• 11..-W-L - t owei; e[ementary activity 
• SQJR -- Upper elementary activity 

Literacy Response 

LQwer elementary activities: 
• Read Alou4_s 
• Grand Conversations 

Upper and lower elementary activities: 
• Investigatl,"l!e Questioning (Inquesp 
• l:,iterature Circles 

Op~r elementary activity: 
• Simulated Jownals 

Fluency 

• Chunking 
• Pre-Teach Vocabulary 
• Rer ated Readings 

tvocabulary 

Lower elementary aclivity: 
• Word.Sorts 

Both lower and'llpper eleme,ntary activity: 
• Semantic Map 

Upper elementary activities: 
• J eachlng Vocabulary in Context o::_vq) • 
• Vocabulary SeU~Selection ('lSS) 
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9UGA Multiple -Choice Questions Strategies 
• Ho-»7 fast or slow do you read? Take that into consideration.wllen 

'l;eading and answering the questions. 
• ,\fhe test;is s_med but you can complete the tesf in any-order that woi;ks 

best for you. 
• Sqme questions will have sho.£.f or Jong reading passages and there will 

be a mixture of classroom situations and scenarios. ResJ?onses to 
q,1estions will vary in lengtl\ and complexity. 

• There will be questions asking you about infonnation for grades 
kindergarten throut,>h eighth grade (K-8). 

• There is no penalty for incon-ectanswers. 
• Each ~uesfion fs worth 1 point. There are10 q11estioqs but only 60 

questions will be counteq, for a total of60 p6ints. 
• Answer each question as if you are "the teacher" wlro has the authority 

and responsibility ofknowing the best answer given from all the 
responses. 

• Look for key wo ds, terms, or pl}.@ses in the question or statement: 
A specific grade/group identified such as 1st grade on third graders 
or terms like "primary, lower or upper elementa,y" 
m6st or least imporlanl factor 
best approach, response, activity, or strafegy 
most helpful, beneficial, or effective 
almost, always, and never 
greatest ne"ea or strength 

• Reaciall answers to the question first, usually there are 2 similarly 
worded answers, don't assume or guess, consider all answers before 
det~i!)ing the best answer. 

• Skip a question if you don'tJ<now it, mark it, & go Back to it after yQu 
l1ave finished & guess ifyou }ave time. 

• There may be some questions tha ,no matter how muchyou studied, 
you won'tlmow the answer. Don1t J?anic2 do your.best! 

• Usually your first an,_swer to a questio1;1 ~ your best one, do no~ get illto 
the habit ofsecond guessing yourself. 

• Develo~ a positive attiiude ... go in mentally and physically prepared 
" .. . you are 'laking the test, the, test isn't laking you. " 

• Jfyou study and Q_ractice, you will be at YO'\ll' best. You can doj t! 

mailto:pl}.@ses


TIPS ON WRD'JNG RESPONSES ,FOR THE RICA CASE STl3DY 

? Do not worry about grammar, spelling, oi; sentence structure. Simply get your ~ wy 
·written. Jlyou have time, go back and proofread. 

2. Do outline your answer first so that_jt' is in three parts - evaluation of need, activity or 
strntegy to meet the need, anc\.the,rationalefi'or using the activity? Make sure that the 
three·parts are there. 

3. Do not list more activities and/or strategies than are required unless you de'velo-p the 
activity/strategy thoroughly. Too many activities/strategies listed~vithout a"thorough 
explanation can Jeaye the-impression that you are uncertain of what to do. Also, you 
~ on't have time to do more than wh,tt is required. 

4. Do include yourself as teacher in the answer. Do not say the child needs to . ,. Rather 
state that I will teach, model, show, work with, etc. 

5. Do not worry if you have forgotten tile term or name for the activity or strategy. 
Continue responding to the case sfudy or short answer and be thorough in describing 
what you would do. You may even receive full credit They want to know that you 
can rise to the occasion and assist any ci 'ild to become a life1ong reader. -· 

6. DQ write whatever activity/strategy will help a student even if it may not be age 
appropriate. JEor examplp, ifyou are experienced in teaching lower elementary 
children and t he case s.tudy-addresse"'s a pLO.bk_m fo, upper elementary st\,ldents, use a 
strategy 1har would work with l6wer elementary. Do not leave the page blank. . 
(You'll get some credit.) Go back and make it grade appropriate if you have time. 

7 . Do not assess the child unless tftey ask you to do so. The prompt gives all the 
information you need to write a response. Don't say that you will look at their cums. 
AnJ reference to cums usually suggests you n1ay be unsure of what to do. 

C 

8. Cite support for weakness/stcength from prompt. Also, cite-support for rationale from 
pt0rnpt. 

Prepare well c111U rel<1~ the ni~ht before. 

By Sue Kawell 

• 
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Before you take tl e RlCA, you should know: 
~ 

• The pass rate of the'ru:CA 1,vritten examination is much higher than the J?.ass rate 0£ 
the RJC~ video performance. T)1erefore,'1his seminar preJ?ares YO\! for the written 
form oftlieRICA., not the-vtdeo form~ 

• The RICA.,wpffen examination has 2 parts: 
• Multiple choice questions. (Total possible points = 60 ) 
• Constructed response (essay) questions. (Total possible points ""' 60 ) 

• There ate 70 multiple choice questions on the exam: 
• 60 questions V'Jl/.ich will count toward your total~ore. ~ pointfor each question. 

No penalty for.incorrect answers. 
• 1Oquestions which are being field tested for the next, exam . .:These questions wil!. 

be indistinguishable from the questions that will count toward your total score. 

• There are 5 constructed response ( essayJ guestions: 
• 4 focused questions, I on each 4omain. (See page iii in this section and the RICA 

confent si:iecifications in the RICA Registration Bulletin.) 
• 1 case study tliat requires knowledge in multjP,le domains. 

<1uesti_o_.11 maximum scoring possi9le % of total 
na2es scale ooints test score 

'7Domain I 1, ).,,--,,3 6 " 5%' 
Domain IV I 1 - 3 '1 6 5% 

w>omainll 2 .,] - 3 ) 2 C fl0% 

,~Domain III z j 1- 3 12 10% 
~Case$tudy 4 1- 4 24 20% 

• In Domains II and Ill you will,_be provided with data on a child and asked to: 
• ,Identify a need based on The data. 
• Describe an instructional strategy or activity to help address this p eed. 
• Explain 'wliy the strategy'"or activity you describe would be effective. 

• J,g the case ~dy you will be provided data on a child and asked to: 
• Identilv three stren6>ths andTor needs, citing eyidence from the documents 
• Describe two specific instructional strategies and/or activities that address the 

child's needs agd/oJ boil cl on the child' s strengths. 
• E~ ain how each strategy/activity you describe would be effective. 

• fliequestions may be about primary or intermediate grade children so you must 
be prepared to answer questions about bothJevels. 

• 

• 

• 

• The constructed reIBonses ai:_e read question bf question, not candidate by candidate~ 

https://1uesti_o_.11
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■ 
• The scorers are experienced educators. 

• Y ouJiave uy to 4 hours (1"40 minutes) to complete the RICA ·written examination. 
You may spend as much or as little time as y ou choose on each section. One strateg}' 
would be to begin -:tith those sections that earn you the most po:ints. lfere is a. 
suggested seqiience and time allotment; 

lotential Points Agproximate Time 

1": Multiple Choice 60 (50%) 90 minutes 

2nd 
: Case Study (4 page response) 24 (20%) 90 minutes 

3rd 
: Domain lI' (2 page response): 12 (\0%) 20 minutes • Domain Ill (2, page response): ~2 (.10%) 20 piinutes 

4•h: DomamJ (1 page response): 6 5%) 10 minutes 
Domain1Y (I page response): 6 5% 10 minutes 

120 (JOO%) 240 minutes (4 hours) 

• You need a totaJ, of81 j oints to pass the RICA written examination. 

• Sample RICA questions are available on the web at http://www.rica.nesinc.com !fliey 
are copied in this booklet for your convenience. 

• Additionally, in this booklet are some sample-responses to the constructed response 
questions generated by felloJv CStJLA students. In tliis seminar we will read these 
responses and discuss what sec.res theyJnight receive and why. ' 

■ 

• 

http://www.rica.nesinc.com
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I, 

Domain I 
(Planning/Organizing 

Reading_Instr.)_ 

miscue analysis 

Informal Fieading Inventory 

Anecdotal ff..otes 

Running Records 

Kid"watching 

story retelling 

conferencing 

rubrics 
m 

attitude survey 

portfolio 

quickwrit'e 

frustration reading level 

instru.ctional reading level 

independent reading level 

interview 

Cloze Procedure 

Differentiated Readfng fnstrtlction' 

Domain II 
(Developing Phonological 

and Linguistic Process) 

segmentation 

sound mate.bing 

blend,ing 

sound isolation 

sound additon/substitution 

elkonin box 

word families 
"' onset/rimes 

flashcards (alphabet) 

word sort 

8 rules of pbonics 
• 

guided readihg 

Langu<!ge Experience 
Approa-ch 

concepts about print 

environmental print 

!~ racy play centers 

shared reading 

phonemic awareness• 

explicit phonics 

implicit phonics 

analytic phonics 

spelling sJages 

Affixes 

I 
~ 

Domain Ill 
(Dev. Reading Comprehension 

and Promoting_ln~ep. Reading) 

story retelling 

cloze procedure 

(hink aloud 

story mapping 

clustering/webbing 

scaffolding 

SQ3R 

KWL 

Choral reading 

context cl.ue_s 

anticipation guide 

chunking 

ORTA (Direct Reading
Thinking Activity) 

Readers' Theatre 

DLTA (Direct Listening-, 
Thinking Activi]y) 

predicting 

graphic organizers 

summarizing 

reciprocal teaching 

.infertextuality 

Inferences 

I. 

Domain IV 
(Supporting Reading Through 

Oral and Written Language) 

Author's chair 

collabortive books 

cubing 

writing process 

grammar 
writer's workshop 

poetry 

reader's theatre 

daily news 

vocabl!,lary strategy 

double entry journal 

dialogue journal 

simulated journal 

reading journal 

learning logs 

quick writing 

word maps 

semantic feature analysis 

homophones 

structure 
r
'types of sentences 

Developed f>y Sue K.iweJI 
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•..-/4;:"' ~ d. Readif g Instruction Competence Assessment (Rl,.CA) 

Domain and Contcn( Specifications Headings 

Oomajntr 
I: "l,>)anning and O'rgan.,izing 
Rea,ding 'i'nstri1ction ijased' on 
Ongoing Assessment 

<?onduc.tiirg Ongoing 
A~sessment ofReading 
Develop:81 ent 
I, l. Principles ofassessmen( 
I ,2 Assessing reading levels 
1.3 Usi,pg and cnmmonicating 

assessment results 

~ anning, Organizing, and 
Managing Reading 
IostructiO!l 
2.ll Factors invoived in 

planning reading 
instruction 

2.2.6rganizing and ,(llanagin~ 
"reading !'rlstruction · 

• 

D.omain II 
Il: Devc~oping Phonological 
and Other Linguistic 
( rocesses Related to Reading 

Phonemic Awareness 
... ., ' ...h • I 3.1 A.ssessmg ,p onemtc 

awareness 
3,2 The roJe ofphonemic 

a~ areness 
3.3 Developing phonemic 

awareness, 
Concepts Abo~t );'I-int 
4.1 Assessing concepts about 

print 
4.Q Concep!s about print 
4.3 Letter reco·gnition 
Sys(ematic, }J:lf.plicit Phonics 
andother Word. 
!dentification Strategies 
'.5.l Assessing phonics aQp 

other word identification 
strategies 

5.2 Explicit phonics instruction 
5.3 Developing fluency-
5.4 Word identification 

st~ategies 
5,5 Sight Words 
5.6 Terminology. 
Spelling Instrnctiofi 
6.1 ,Assessing spelling 
6.2 Systematic spelling 

instruction 
6:3 Spelling Instruction in 

context 

Domain IJI 
IIli DcvclopingReading 
Comprehension and Promot
ing Independent !leading 

Reading Comprehensfon 
7J, Assdsing reading 

comprehension
7'.2 Fluency and otherJ'actors 

· affecting comprehension 
7.3 ,facilitating comprehension 
7.4 Different levels of 

comprehension
7.s Comprehension strategies 
Literary Response and 
Analysis 
8.1 Assessing1iteracy response 

and analysis 
8.2 Responding to literature 
8.3 ,Ljterary Analysis 
Content-Area Literacy 
9. l ~ssessin&._content-area 

literacy 
9.2'Differenf types of texts and, 

purposes foneading 
9.3§ tudy skills 

Student Independent Reading 
10.l ( ncouraging independent 

rea<;li,tig 
10.2 Supptrting at-home 

readiy.g 

■ 

Domain IV 
IV: Supporting Reading Through 
Oral and Written Language ■ 
J)evelo_pment 

Relationships Among Reading, 
Writing, and Oral Language 
U.1 Assessing oral 'llnd written 

fanguage: 
11.2 Oral language development " 
11.3 Written language 

develop~ t 
I l..4 Supporting English language 

learners 

VocabularyJ)evelopment 
12.1 Assessing vocabu;lary 

knowledge ., 
12.2 Increasing voc;;i.bulary 

knowledge 
12.3 ~trategies/ or gaining and 

extending meanings ofwords 
Structure ofthe English 
:Ifanguage 
13, l Assessing English language 

structures 
13.2 Differences between written 

and oral E1,1glish 
13.3 Applying knowledge of the 

English language to improve 
readiIJg 
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Follow-Up Tasks For This Seminar: 

" Read t~e RICA Content Specifications in the RICA Registration Bulletin you 
received in this Seminar: Be sure you understand each ofithe tepns. 

• Study the terms in the IMt white sectiOJl ofthis booliJet. 

• Review your class 11otes and reading materials fr..o,:n EDEL 415 (or the equivalent, 
older course,"EDEC400). 

• Practice for the multipfe chofce section o£the RICA: 

• Answer the 17 official sampfe multiple choice questions in the first blue 
section of this bookleL Check your answers and read the official explanation 
forthe answers. 

• Answer the 70 official sample multiple choice questions in the first part of the 
second blue section ofthis booklet. Timeyourself. (Can you do i~ in less than 
90 minutes?) Check your answers. 

• Prepare for the construcfed response section ofthe RICA: 

• Familiarize yourselfwrth..the fQ_rmat of the constructed response section ofthe 
JUGA exam in the second part ofthe second bfue section in this booklet. 

• Read the sample case study answers in the pink section ofthis booklet .. 
Additional {Optional) Resources: 

• Unofficial RICA Test Preparation books, available in -the CSULA bookstore, The 
Student BOOK:Mart, ana the Charter College 9fEd Literacy""Resource Lab1

. 

o Case Studies 'in erepar_a(ioujor the California Reading <Iompetency '{est by 
Rossi & Schipper (Allyn & Bacon) 

o Readyfor RICA by Zarrillo (Merrill Prentice Hall) 
o Preparation Guide for the California fil_OA by Dye and Giles (.Houghton 

J,iifflin) 

• Fre<lUCA Study Groups. available tlirough the Literacy Resource Lal?1
. This is 

especially helpful for-those ofyou w\}o woukUike to work more on instructional 
stra{egies. 

• 'Free RICA Rescue, available through the Literacy Resource LabJ. Ifyou do not 
pass the RICA, AS SOON AS XOU GET THE ,RESOLTS. get in contact with the 
RICA""Rescue through the Literacy Resource Lab 1. Take.your tesr-report with you. 

The Cbarte~ C'.ollege ofEducafion,Literacy Resource Lab is located in King Hal}. C ;2Q92A. ft is open 
Monday through Thursday 5 :00 - 6:00 p.m. Chcck for additional times by calling (323) 343-434 7, 




