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1. Please describe your district’s Guided and Self Placement processes. 
 
All students complete the district’s newly designed “Assessment Questionnaire” – known as “The AQ.”  
The AQ (self-assessment survey) was developed based on statewide research from the MMAP along 
with validation studies completed at the college to measure throughput and course success.  The AQ 
follows the default placement rules.  This tool was developed by the Information Technology 
department and is based on the rubric established by the academic departments of English, math, 
reading and credit ESL.   
 
Students take The AQ on line by answering information about their high school courses and grades.  
Embedded into The AQ are two videos that more fully explain math and English course enrollment 
options, including support (corequisite) classes for students.  Content in the videos also assist students 
in knowing their full options for enrolling in pre-transfer level classes.   
 

 

 

 
 

Additionally, students are asked to verify their college goals and majors in order to advise students of 
the best math course sequence (STEM versus Liberal Arts/Social Sciences/Humanities/Arts).  Once 
students enter this information, they are provided with course recommendations in English writing, 
math, reading and credit ESL (AMLA).  Credit ESL continues to be under development by using a 
combination of an assessment method as well as a guided counseling placement model. 

In compliance with AB 705, students’ placement recommendations for Math and English are at the 
transfer level, with distinctions for math course enrollment based on students’ chosen educational goals 
and majors.  The AQ allows for students to immediately update their majors to provide greater accuracy 
in math course enrollment recommendations. 

In compliance with Education Code 78213, students who do not have sufficient high school performance 
data, are non high school graduates, have not completed three years of high school in the U.S., and have 
not studied English in an English-speaking country, are referred to Counseling in order to receive 
additional assistance using a counseling “guided placement” rubric.  The Counseling Guided Placement 
Guide is used by counselors when meeting with students to recommend placement and to help the 
student to determine the most appropriate course sequence level in which to enroll. 

2. Please provide the questionnaire for your district’s Guided and Self Placement Methods. 
Attached is The AQ, or the self-assessment survey for self-placement. 

 

Assessment Questionnaire 
a. For students with U.S high school information and at least 3 years of regular English 
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b. Students with some college, not currently in high school: 
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c. Students with Associate Degree or higher from regionally accredited institution in the U.S: 
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d. Students with less than 3 years of US high school: 
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e. Students with at least 3 years of US high school, but have less than 3 years of regular 
English: 
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f. Students without U.S high school: 
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g. All other students: 
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3. Please describe the rubric that will be used to determine the recommended course placement. 

Discipline Rubric Course Recommendations 
English writing # years enrolled in U.S. high school 

Cumulative HS GPA 
English 1A 
English 1A plus support 

Math Cumulative HS GPA 
HS math courses 
HS math course grades 

Transfer level math 
Transfer level math plus support 

Reading Cumulative HS GPA Transfer level reading 
Associate Degree level reading 

Credit ESL (AMLA) Guided Placement Tool to determine 
appropriate course level 
Use of intermediary placement tools to 
conduct research as permitted by state 

American Language (credit ESL) 
3 different levels 
AMLA 90 or AMLA 40 
AMLA 42 
AMLA 41 

AQ Completers 
Background 

Math Placement English/AMLA 
Placement 

Reading 
Placement 

AQ 
Administrative 

Form 
Students with 
>=3YR US HS 

Default or 
advanced transfer 
level, 
recommendations 
by major 

Default ENGL 
transfer level or 
AMLA  

READ100 or 
READ90 

 

Students with < 
3YR US HS 

Default or 
advanced transfer 
level, 
recommendations 
by major 

See Counselors ( 
NES-1A/1A+80, 
NNES-Take AWE) 

See Counselors ( 
NES-
READ100/90, 
NNES-Take AWE) 

Placement 
Override with 
reason check 

Students with No 
US HS/ No US PS 
degrees 

Default transfer 
level 

AMLA branching: 
Pink Zone -
ENGL1A or 
1A+80;  
Yellow Zone- 
Take AWE 

See Counselors ( 
NES-
READ100/90, 
NNES-Take AWE) 

Placement 
Override with 
reason check 

Students with US 
regional 
accredited 
Postsecondary 
Degrees 

Default transfer 
level 

Default ENGL 
transfer level  

READ100 
With clear 
message of 
official transcript 
submission to 
A&R required for 
exempt, earn 
credit, and 
meeting 
graduation 
requirement 
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Override in AQ Administrative System by Counselors 
 

AWE results recorded in SOATEST directly by Assessment Center staff   
 
  

Unknown (None 
of the Above) 

Default transfer 
level 

See Counselors ( 
NES-1A/1A+80, 
NNES-Take AWE) 

See Counselors ( 
NES-
READ100/90, 
NNES-Take AWE) 

Placement 
Override with 
reason check 
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Math Placement – Phase 2 
 

SUPPORT RECOMMENDATION CHART 
Math Multiple Measures Placement Model - Phase 2 

HSGPA 
RANGE 

NON
E 

PREA
LG  

ALG
1 

INT
G 

_M1 

INT
G 

_M2 
GEO ALG

2 
INT
G 

_M3 
STA

T 
INTG 
_M4 

COLALG 
(enrl) 

TRIG 
(enrl) 

COLALG 
& TRIG 
(enrl) 

PRECAL/
MATH 

ANALYSIS 
(enrl) 

CAL or 
higher 
(enrl) 

3.60-
4.00 

100, 110, 120, 130, 150 100, 110, 
120, 130, 
140, 150 

100, 110, 
120, 130, 
150, 160 

100, 110, 
120, 130, 
140, 150, 
160 

100, 110, 120, 130, 
140, 150, 160, 180 

3.50-
3.59 

3.40-
3.49 
3.30-
3.39 

100, 110, 120, 130+13, 150+15 100, 110, 
120, 
130+13, 
140+14, 
150+15 

100, 110, 
120, 
130+13, 
150+15, 
160+16 

100, 110, 
120, 
130+13, 
140+14, 
150+15, 
160+16 

100, 110, 
120, 
130+13, 
140+14, 
150+15, 
160+16, 
180+18 

100, 110, 
120, 130, 
140+14, 
150, 
160+16, 
180+18 

3.20-
3.29 

3.10-
3.19 

3.00-
3.09 

2.90-
2.99 

100, 110+11/110S, 120, 130+13, 150+15 100, 
110+11/1
10S, 120, 
130+13, 
140+14, 
150+15 

100, 
110+11/1
10S, 120, 
130+13, 
150+15, 
160+16 

100, 
110+11/1
10S, 120, 
130+13, 
140+14, 
150+15, 
160+16 

100, 
110+11/11
0S, 120, 
130+13, 
140+14, 
150+15, 
160+16, 
180+18 

100, 
110+11/1
10S, 120, 
130, 
140+14, 
150, 
160+16, 
180+18 

2.80-
2.89 

2.60-
2.79 

2.50-
2.59 

100, 110+11/110S, 120, 130+13, 150+15 100, 
110+11/1
10S, 120, 
130+13, 
140+14, 
150+15 

100, 
110+11/1
10S, 120, 
130+13, 
150+15, 
160+16 

100, 
110+11/1
10S, 120, 
130+13, 
140+14, 
150+15, 
160+16 

100, 110+11/110S, 
120, 130+13, 140+14, 
150+15, 160+16, 
180+18 

2.40-
2.49 

2.30-
2.39 

2.10-
2.29 

100, 110+11/110S, 120, 130+13, 150+15 100, 
110+11/1
10S, 120, 
130+13, 
140+14, 
150+15 

100, 
110+11/1
10S, 120, 
130+13, 
150+15, 
160+16 

100, 
110+11/1
10S, 120, 
130+13, 
140+14, 
150+15, 
160+16 

100, 110+11/110S, 
120, 130+13, 140+14, 
150+15, 160+16, 
180+18 

2.00-
2.09 

<2.0 

                
Black = No support 
recommendations             
Yellow = Support 
recommended             
Red = Support strongly 
recommended             
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English 
 
Note: These measures will apply for students who have at least three years at a U.S. high school with 
three years of regular grade-level* English or higher. Students who do not have three years of regular 
English classes will be placed by guided placement methods.  
*non-ESL courses 

 
Cumulative 
High School 

GPA 

 Eligibility/Placement 

 
 

≥ 2.6 
 

  
English 1A 

 

 
 

≤ 2.59 

  
English 1A + English80 

Co-Requisite 
 

 
Reading 
 

STUDENT 
BACKGROUND 
CATEGORIES 

READ PLACEMENT 
RECOMMENDATION 

COUNSELOR’S PLACEMENT 
RECOMMENDATION 

Students with >=3YR 
US HS 

US HS cum GPA>=2.6 : 
READ 100 else READ 90 NA 

Students Attended 
<3YR US HS See Counselors 

Native English speakers use 
reading guided self-placement 
tool at www.mtsac.edu/lac, scroll 
down, and click on "College 
Reading Guided Self - 
placement Tool." Student will 
choose either READ 100 or 
READ 90 and counselor will 
override prereq. 

Students with no US 
HS 

AMLA branching 
Referral to Counselors 
and use of Counseling 
Guided Placement Rubric 

Native English speakers use 
reading guided self-placement 
tool at www.mtsac.edu/lac, scroll 
down, and click on "College 
Reading Guided Self-placement 
Tool." Student will choose either 
READ 100 or READ 90 or take 
AWE 
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Students earned 
Associate or 
higher degree from 
regional 
accredited US 
institutes 

READ100 
With clear message of official 
transcript submission to A&R 
required for exempt, earn 
credit, 
and meeting graduation 
requirement 

NA 

None of the above (in 
highest educational 
level) 

See Counselors 

Use College Reading Guided 
Self-Placement tool at 
www.mtsac.edu/lac. Students 
will choose either READ 100 or 
READ 90 and counselor will 
override prerequisite 

 

Credit ESL – AMLA [under development per Chancellor’s Office guidelines] 

Number of 
Years 

Completed in 
US 

High School 

HS Course 
Type Placement 

Rules Set By 
Which 

Department 

<3YR ANY TAKE ENGL 
WRITING TEST ENGLISH/AMLA 

3YR 3YR NONESL, 
0YR 
ESL 

HS GPA FOR 
PLACEMENT ENGLISH 

1YR ESL, 2YR 
NONESL 

AMLA 90 OR 43 
OR TEST AMLA 

2YR ESL, 1YR 
NONESL 

AMLA 42 OR 
TEST AMLA 

3YR ESL, 0YR 
NONESL 

AMLA 41 OR 
TEST AMLA 

4YR 4YR NONESL, 
0YR 
ESL 

HS GPA FOR 
PLACEMENT ENGLISH 

1YR ESL, 3YR 
NONESL GPA AMLA 

2YR ESL, 2YR 
NONESL 

AMLA 90 OR 43 
OR TEST AMLA 

3YR ESL, 1YR 
NONESL 

AMLA 42 OR 
TEST AMLA 

4YR ESL, 0YR 
NONESL 

AMLA 42 OR 
TEST AMLA 

http://www.mtsac.edu/lac
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Counselor Guide for Multiple Measures 
for recommending English, AMLA, Math and Reading courses 

 
• Review of high school transcript 

o Highest math class + grade 
o Level of English + grade 
o Standardized test scores 
o Cumulative GPA 
o Subjects with highest grades 
o Subjects with lowest grades 
o US/Out-of-the country 
o What are your primary/preferred language(s) 

 How comfortable are you reading, writing, and speaking English? 
 

• Number of years since graduating from high school 
o 1-2 
o 3-5 
o 6-9 
o 10 – 19 
o 20+ 
o US/Out-of-the country 
*Note: Refreshers for Math include 16-D and ALEKS available through fall 
2019…another resource is AIME in noncredit.  AIME also provides refreshers for 
English.  Writing Center offers workshops and grammar focused courses.  

 
• Assessment of students’ progress in high school and/or college 

o Overall rating of student’s academic progress in high school 
o Other involvement in high school – activities, sports, work 
o Student’s own assessment of high school experience 
o Use English, Math, AMLA and Reading websites for examples 

 
• Daily experience and comfort level using math, writing, reading skills 

o How often do you use Math, English (writing), and Reading in daily activities? 
(i.e. shopping, social media, employment, journals, etc.) 

o Comfort level in reading – like to read on own? Type of things read (e.g. online 
newspaper, journals, novels, comic books, websites, etc.) 

o Comfort level in math – problem solving, remembering fractions (look at Math 
Dept. website for sample problems) 

 
• Academic Subject Assessment  

o Favorite subjects 
o Least favorite subjects  
(Are you aware of academic supports available for all subjects at Mt. SAC?) 
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• Student’s educational goal/career interest/college major options 
o Formal assessment results 
o Informal assessment of career interests 
o Current career and/or major goal 

 Knowledge of career and/or major goal 
o Motivation (high, medium, low) 

(Refer student to undecided workshop, complete assessments, Coun 5/51, f/u 
appt for interpretation, etc.) 
 

• Student’s current life circumstances: (work, family, basic needs)  
o Current job and # hours work/week 
o Family obligations 
o Stable living environment (food, shelter) 
o Knowledge of campus resources (food bank, showers, health services, career 

center, special programs) 
(Counselor Crisis Handbook, completion team) 
 

• Student’s study assessment 
o # hours available to take classes 
o # hours available to study per day 
o Place to study 
o Access to computer; Wi-Fi* 
o Knowledge of campus resources (tutoring center, special programs, financial aid) 

(*new students-promise plus grant with participation in STEP and Bridge) 
o Strategies for difficult assignments (annotating, read multiple times, take notes) 
o Help seeking attitudes and behaviors (perception of tutoring, asking help, visiting 

professor’s office hours) 
o Facing setbacks and response to failure/criticism 
o Time management and organization for long term projects 
o Learning style (visual, kinesthetic, aural, etc.) 

  
• ABE MM added question – guide student through self-placement utilizing other MM 

questions and resources 
o GED  
o HiSET  

 
• Student’s progress toward goal (continuing students) 

o English courses completed to date 
o Math courses completed to date 
o Science courses completed to date 
o Progress toward completing general education and major courses 

(Continuing students will need previous coursework review and follow-up on current life    
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circumstances and study assessment; completion team) 
 
Banner/SARS notation  
Counselor to make notation in Banner/SARS reflecting student’s self-placement.  
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