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Use of Force 

300.4.2   DISPLAYING OF FIREARMS 
Given that individuals might perceive the display of a firearm as a potential application of force, 
officers should carefully evaluate each tactical situation and use sound discretion when drawing 
a firearm in public by considering the following guidelines (Government Code § 7286(b)(5)): 

(a) If the officer does not initially perceive a threat but reasonably believes that the 
potential for such threat exists, firearms should generally be kept in the low-ready or 
other position not directed toward an individual. 

(b) If the officer reasonably believes that a threat exists based on the totality of 
circumstances presented at the time (e.g., high-risk stop, tactical entry, armed 
encounter), firearms may be directed toward such threat until the officer no longer 
perceives such threat. 

(c) Firearms may be displayed  consistent with training when circumstances create a 
reasonable belief that the displaying of a firearm would help establish or maintain 
control in a potentially dangerous situation. 

Once it is reasonably safe to do so, officers should carefully secure all firearms. 

Officers shall not display firearms at strictly peaceful First Amendment assemblies. 

Any intentional pointing of a firearm at an individual by an officer shall be reported. 

300.5   REPORTING THE USE OF FORCE 
Any use of force by a member of this department shall be documented promptly, completely, and 
accurately in an appropriate report, depending on the nature of the incident. The officer should 
articulate the factors perceived and why the officer believed the use of force was reasonable 
under the circumstances. To collect data for purposes of training, resource allocation, analysis, 
and related purposes, the Department may require the completion of additional report forms, as 
specified in department policy, procedure, or law. See the Report Preparation Policy for additional 
circumstances that may require documentation. 

The mere application of a control hold while handcuffing a compliant subject without application 
of pain is not considered use of force and does not need to be reported. 

300.5.1   NOTIFICATION TO SUPERVISORS 
Any use of force by an officer shall be reported immediately to a supervisor, including but not 
limited to the following circumstances (Penal Code § 832.13): 

(a) The application caused a visible injury. 

(b) The application would lead a reasonable officer to conclude that the individual may 
have experienced more than momentary discomfort. 

(c) The individual subjected to the force complained of injury or continuing pain. 

(d) The individual indicates intent to pursue litigation. 

(e) Any application of a conducted energy device or control device. 

(f) Any application of a restraint device other than handcuffs, shackles, or belly chains. 
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