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Whereas, the Academic Senate is the organization whose primary function is to make recommendations
with respect to academic and professional matters (Title 5, 53200) and is primarily relied upon for
curriculum and instruction, for student preparation and success, and for degree and certificate requirements
(Board Policy 3255); and,

Whereas, courses in the visual & performing arts and in physical education are frequently perceived and
referred to as “recreational” courses, with the implication that these courses have little relevance to the core
priorities of the California community colleges - transfer, basic skills, and career/technical education; and,

Whereas, This perception has resulted in challenges to programs and courses in the areas of physical
education and visual & performing arts by legislative, regulatory, and policy-making entities across the state
without verification that these courses are indeed of little value to transfer, basic skills, or career/technical
education students;

Resolved, the Academic Senate recommends that departments collect data so as to verify the economic
and transfer impact of reducing or eliminating courses perceived as “recreational”; and,

Resolved, the Academic Senate recommends that the College consider the analysis of the Los Rios
Community College district regarding economic impact and transfer outcomes related to visual &
performing arts and physical education as part of its enrollment management process; and,

Resolved, the Academic Senate recognizes value in visual & performing arts and physical education
programs to our students and community.
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