[bookmark: _v1plrdmz39w3]Department Meeting Minutes
Ethnic Studies
May 22nd, 2025
Join Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 827 6827 3966
____________________________________________________________________________
Attendees: Larry McDaniel, Aaron Salinger, Dede Dede, April Téllez, Prahas Rudraraju, Michael Vázquez
____________________________________________________________________________
Agenda:

1) Welcome & Check-In -	Everyone is doing well and looking forward to the semester’s successful end

2) Approve Meeting Minutes- Michael moves, all in favor to approve.
3) Announcements/General Updates/Good News.
Prahas is going to undocugrad graduation and letting ES know so that people can attend. 5-7:30 5/23 Summit event center, in build 410
Native people’s grad same space as Undocugrad, but Saturday.
We now have kahoot, Canva Pro, and Padlet. We are sharing account so don’t delete other people’s work!
We can work with the library if movies are needed to be shown and we need access.
If you ordered supplies they are in Larry’s office. Come and get them.
Headshots are done and will be forwarded.
Larry was invited to be speaker at Black Student grad june 5th. WIll update with place and time.
Aaron took student field trip to the Cheech museum in Riverside in early April
Larry is working on getting a department Canvas shell.
Larry is working on a mentorship program so people can observe each other informally. 
Larry is going to ENCORE in New York for a week leaving 5/25
Dede was recognized nominated by students, but Honors program. He will receive an award Friday. Dede was also recognized by transfer center. Sociology had a research symposium and a student submitted a project they did with Dede and Sociology department recognized them.


4) Student Concerns - Student complaint was sent to the President complaining about the website and was upset that we haven’t offered NAIS, but a lot of those things are not in the department's hands. The website has been updated. NAIS will be offered this winter. It was always the plan, we just needed someone to teach it. We needed a qualified Native American Studies scholar.

Students feel powerless even though we say that students have the power. Students liked at ES panel that we talked about the policing policy and backed up our support of students with statistics. Students want to lean on our dept regarding campus safety measures. Can we raise the issue  to the FA on the agenda? Our department is in unique position to speak to this issue. We can brainstorm what do we want to say and how do we want to say it?

5) Department Rep Reports:
a) Academic Senate - Michael Anyone interested in leading a flex day on academic freedom or burnout. Plan to bring Healing Centered engagement to MT SAC and a desire to make mt sac ‘’safer’’ with guns brought on. Library trying to make up for grants that were lost at fed level. 
Make sure to recert for spot if needed.
b) Faculty Association - Michael There will be final vote about joining FACC. Union dues will go up $10 to push back on the anti union, or anti ES, or Anti DEI, to fight for Academic Freedom.

6) Program Review (Formally PIE)- goals, successes. Expect an email so we can opine and share goals. Larry will draft program review. 
Also we will be requesting resources needed to meet our goals. 
1. Budget - we are a new dept and we don’t have budget. We are the only department without at budget
2. Extra LHE - since we are new, and without a lot of full time a lot of the work falls on Larry. Larry will be on 2-3 hiring committees , 6 probationary/review committees. Larry is making CORs.
3. We need to hire more faculty, even though this is not where RFP happens, it is important to voice the need. 

7) Curriculum Update:
a) Pacific Islanders in the U.S. We need feedback on COR that Larry sent by the 27th of May.
b) Black, Indigenous, Women of Color in the U.S.- rough drafts will be sent soon.
c) Chicana Feminism - rough drafts will be sent soon

8) Fall 2025 & Winter 2026 scheduling updates: most classes are full for fall.

9) Department Website Update/Discussion: Website is updated. Have a look and let Larry know if you would like to add anything.

10) Department Chair Elections

11) Partnerships - We should consider creating an Honors course.
Cohort class - like with ASL students. English has done that. Dr. Mica did that when she was in Sociology.
We are working with Humanities, El Centro, World Languages to do a study abroad to Mexico - De Aztlan a Tenochtitlan

12) Recognition

Julissa for helping to Organize Ethnic Studies day. We have received great comments from staff and students. Julissa was the backbone for creating the event.

It was exciting to be able to connect with Silvia!


