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fi f Im Having Trouble a\\
* with My Introduction. iy,
- e ﬁﬁ,

he first day of school, the first day on a new job, a first date_

starting out can be hard. Starting a piece of writing can algq be

difficult, even if you have generated plenty of ideas. Howeye,
the strategies in this chapter can help. In the sample introductions below, the
thesis statements are underlined as a study aid. Be sure to notice that the thes;s

can come at the beginning, middle, or end of the introduction.
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Let your readers know why your topic is important, and you can engage their
interest. Say your essay will explain to residents of your town how they can
climinate cigarette advertising on billboards. Your introduction can explain why
residents should want to eliminate this advertising in the first place, like this:

Other thaw the tobaceo companies and a few nicotine addicts whp Li
few people dispucte the fact that cloarettes are a serious
ard. Because cigarettes are <p DANDLrOUS

Ve in denial,

Mmany people are enticed to begin SimoRing aftey viewing the ads that Prontise

CVErything from “pure smoking pleasuve” to fun, friends, and vomance Thus, we
should lobby Local officials tp ban cLoarette aovertic " «*
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modern conveniences can be downright inconvenient.

%SE AN INTERESTING QUOTATION

applicable to your thesis and said it particularly
the remark. Just be sure that the quota-

If someone has said something
pression like “better safe than sorry” Of

well, you can e€ngage interest by quoting
tion is interesting and not an overused €X
«the early bird gets the worm.” Here is an example:

everyont ceenns to agree that we Learn from our mistakes and that fallure can
0e voreé [nstructive tha ess. Why, thew, are students denied tim;: ﬁp?mtmmtld
to repeat COUYSES without pﬁwﬂt’cg? Sp that we can pmﬁt {mm: ouy wmistakes, the
ad ministrﬂtiﬂw chould allow ctudents to €2 kg COUrses thrtif; times and reantf; the
highest orafe ove Franscripts. After all, as General &::Lm zﬂw;tﬁf; 5;;}9{,
Em a_r; no secrets t success. (€ (s the reswlt of Preparation, ar :

Learning from failure.”
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surprising, can ¢ngage a reader,

TATISTICS

Relevant statistics, particularly if they arc

tnis college has spent $25 million £,

Accordling to our COMPUS NEWSPAPEr Suring the same period, enrolline,
e : t five Years. > o ' < hpe
APUS removations Lin the past ‘FWE" Y p : ag

73 112 fewe g
dropped by 2,273 students, and 11 | AN G
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c—whether you do so in your intrg.
y—you must indicate the source. Notice that

the source of the quotation is given with the
yurce of the statistic is given,

When you quote someone or use d statistl
duction or elsewhere in your €ssd
in the sample introductions above,
words “as General Colin Powell has said,” and the s

with the words “According to our campus newspapet.
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Identify a point of view or experience you and your reader share. Presenting thjs
common ground in an introduction can create a bond between you and you,
reader. In the following introduction, the common ground is a shared schgg|
experience:

I we abolish compulsory attendance, EVErYONe will be better off. Think back to when
You were w high school. Revwember the kids who caused all the trowble, the pnes who
Alsrupted the teacher and vaade it diffieult for the rest of the class to Leaym? They were
the students who did not want to be tn school anyway and made things misernble
for the students who did want to be there. Now imagine how much wore Learning
would have occurved if the troublemaikers had been allowed to quit sehool and ot J0bs.

%EHGRIBE SOMETHING

Description adds interest and liveliness to writing.

At 5 feet 2 lnehes and 170 poundls, Mr. Daria Looked Like a wmeatball. His

stri.m:gH btﬂ?h’: hair, alwa Ys tn need of a cut, Rept sliding into his eyjes, and his
too-tight shivts would not sta Y tucked into his too-tight polyester pants. He wore




