Talking to the Text Directions


For your readings from your class textbooks, I want you to practice an annotation strategy called Talking To The Text (4T). Annotation means to write down notes on the text as you are reading. When you are Talking to the Text, you are not just passively reading, letting the information “go in one ear and out the other.” Instead, you are listening to your thoughts as you read, and you are writing them in your book in the margins. You may also write on post-it notes and stick those in the book as you read if there isn’t enough room in the margins. Here is a list of common types of ideas people write when they do Talking to the Text:
1. Questions: “What does this mean?” “Why?” “What about…?”

2. Personal opinions: “I agree because…” “I disagree because…”

3. Personal connections: “This reminds me of…”

4. Summaries after every few paragraphs: “The main idea of this section is…”

5.  Feelings: “I felt…when I read this”

6. Fix-ups: “I need to ask about…” “I need to reread this section when I am less tired”

It is reasonable to expect that you will have at least three to four comments like these per page when you do Talking to the Text. When you read a longer section of text and it is very dense (meaning there are a lot of ideas in each page), I suggest you read this introduction in chunks, taking breaks in between. Read a few pages, take a break, and come back to the reading.  You might also find it useful to highlight key passages.  You should always read with both a pen/pencil and/or a highlighter in your hand. 

This is a picture of what good Talking to the Text looks like from a student example: 
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