
Standard I: Mission, Academic Quality and Institutional Effectiveness, and Integrity 

A. Mission  

1. The mission describes the institution’s broad educational purposes, its intended student 
population, the types of degrees and other credentials it offers, and its commitment to student 
learning and student achievement. (ER 6) 

B. Assuring Academic Quality and Institutional Effectiveness Academic Quality 

2. The institution defines and assesses student learning outcomes for all instructional programs and 
student and learning support services. (ER 11) 

 

Standard II: Student Learning Programs and Support Services 

A. Instructional Programs 

7. The institution effectively uses delivery modes, teaching methodologies and learning support 
services that reflect the diverse and changing needs of its students, in support of equity in success 
for all students. 

8. The institution validates the effectiveness of department-wide course and/or program 
examinations, where used, including direct assessment of prior learning. The institution ensures that 
processes are in place to reduce test bias and enhance reliability. 

11. The institution includes in all of its programs, student learning outcomes, appropriate to the 
program level, in communication competency, information competency, quantitative competency, 
analytic inquiry skills, ethical reasoning, the ability to engage diverse perspectives, and other 
program-specific learning outcomes. 

B. Library and Learning Support Services 

1. The institution supports student learning and achievement by providing library, and other 
learning support services to students and to personnel responsible for student learning and support. 
These services are sufficient in quantity, currency, depth, and variety to support educational 
programs, regardless of location or means of delivery, including distance education and 
correspondence education. Learning support services include, but are not limited to, library 
collections, tutoring, learning centers, computer laboratories, learning technology, and ongoing 
instruction for users of library and other learning support services. (ER 17) 

3. The institution evaluates library and other learning support services to assure their adequacy in 
meeting identified student needs. Evaluation of these services includes evidence that they 
contribute to the attainment of student learning outcomes. The institution uses the results of these 
evaluations as the basis for improvement. 

C. Student Support Services 

1. The institution regularly evaluates the quality of student support services and demonstrates that 
these services, regardless of location or means of delivery, including distance education and 
correspondence education, support student learning, and enhance accomplishment of the mission 
of the institution. (ER 15) 



3. The institution assures equitable access to all of its students by providing appropriate, 
comprehensive, and reliable services to students regardless of service location or delivery method. 
(ER 15) 

7. The institution regularly evaluates admissions and placement instruments and practices to 
validate their effectiveness while minimizing biases. 

 

Standard IV: Leadership and Governance 

A. Decision-Making Roles and Processes 
4. Faculty and academic administrators, through policy and procedures, and through well-defined 
structures, have responsibility for recommendations about curriculum and student learning 
programs and services. 

 

 




