Proposed Revisions to Title 5, Excused Withdrawal and Pass-
No Pass Grading Option Regulation (15-Day)

This document contains underline and strikeout text and also contains double underline
and double strikeout text, which may require adjustments to screen reader settings.

SECTIONS 55000, 55022, 55023, 55024, 55031, 55032, 55033, 58146,
58161, AND 58509 OF DIVISION 6 OF TITLE 5 OF THE CALIFORNIA CODE
OF REGULATIONS ARE AMENDED TO READ:

§ 55000 DEFINITIONS.
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply:

(a) “Active participatory courses” are those courses where individual study or group
assignments are the basic means by which learning objectives are met. ebtained-

(b) “Advisory on recommended preparation” means a condition of enrollment that a
student is advised, but not required, to meet before or in conjunction with enrollmentin a
course or educational program.

(c) “All units attempted” means all units of credit for which the student has enrolled in the
current community college district of attendance.

(d) “CR” means “credit” and is a symbol used to denote that a student received credit for
at least satisfactory work in a course taken on a “credit-no credit basis” prior to the Fall
2009 term, or at a different institution which uses the “credit-no credit” symbol. This
symbolis the equivalent of “pass” in a “pass-no pass” grading system.

(e) “Community Services Offering” means a fee-supported community services class
authorized pursuant to Education Code section 78300 and approved pursuant to
subdivision (d) of section 55002 for which state apportionment is not claimed and credit is
not awarded.

(f) “Content review” means a rigorous, systematic process developed in accordance with
sections 53200 to 53204, approved by the Chancellor as part of the district matriculation
plan required under section 55510, and that is conducted by faculty to identify the
necessary and appropriate body of knowledge or skills students need to possess prior to
enrolling in a course, or which students need to acquire through simultaneous enrollment
in a corequisite course.

(g) “Contract Course” means a course which a community college district offers under a
contract pursuant to Education Code section 78021 with a public or private agency,
corporation, association, or other organization.



(h) “Corequisite” means a condition of enrollment consisting of a course that a student is
required to simultaneously take in order to enroll in another course.

(i) “Course” means an organized pattern of instruction on a specified subject offered by a
community college pursuant to subdivisions (a), (b) or (c) of section 55002.

(j) “Course repetition” occurs when a student who has previously received an evaluative
symbolin a credit course, as set forth in section 55023, re-enrolls in that course and
receives an evaluative symbol.

(k) “Courses that are determined to be legally mandated” are courses that are required by
statute or regulation as a condition of the student's paid or volunteer employment.

(1) “Courses that are related in content” are those courses with similar primary
educational activities in which skill levels or variations are separated into distinct courses
with different student learning outcomes for each level or variation.

(m) “Educational program” is an organized sequence of courses leading to a defined
objective, a degree, a certificate, a diploma, a license, or transfer to another institution of
higher education.

(n) “Enrollment” occurs when a student suecessfutly

cotlege receives an evaluative or nonevaluative s¥mbol gursuant to section 55023 in
a credit course.

(o) “Extraordinary conditions” are those conditions meeting the requirements of section
58509(a) allowing a community college to provide a full refund of enrollment fees to a
student.

(p) “Intercollegiate academic or vocational competition course” is a course that is
designed specifically for participation in non-athletic competitive events between
students from different colleges that are sanctioned by a formal collegiate or industry
governing body. The participation in the event must be directly related to the course
content and objectives pursuant to subdivisions (a) or (b) of section 55002.

(q) “Intercollegiate athletic course” is a course in which a student athlete is enrolled to
participate in an organized competitive sport sponsored by the district or a conditioning
course which supports the organized competitive sport.

(r) “NC” means “no credit” and is a symbol used to denote that a student did not receive
credit for a course taken on a “credit-no credit basis” prior to the Fall 2009 term, or at a
different institution which uses the “credit-no credit” symbol. This symbol is the
equivalent of “no pass” in a “pass-no pass” grading system.

(s) “Necessary and appropriate” means that a strong rational basis exists for concluding
that a prerequisite or corequisite is reasonably needed to achieve the purpose that it
purports to serve. This standard does not require absolute necessity.



(t) “Noncredit basic skills courses” are those courses in reading, writing, computation,
and English as a Second Language which are designated by the community college
district as noncredit courses pursuant to subdivision (c) of section 55002.

(u) “Nondegree-applicable basic skills courses” are those courses in reading, writing,
computation, and English as a Second Language which are designated by the community
college district as nondegree-applicable credit courses pursuant to subdivision (b) of
section 55002.

(v) “Prerequisite” means a condition of enrollment that a student is required to meet in
order to demonstrate current readiness for enrollment in a course or educational
program.

(w) “Satisfactory grade” means that, for the course in question, the student's academic
record has been annotated with the symbol A, B, C or P as those symbols are defined in
section 55023.

(x) “Special classes” means those instructional activities designed to address the
educational limitations of students with disabilities who would be unable to substantially
benefit from regular college classes even with appropriate support services or
accommodations as set forth in section 56028.

(y) “Substandard academic work” means course work for which the grading symbols “D,”
“F,” “FW,” or “NP” er“N€” (as defined in section 55023) have been recorded.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 66700 and 70901, Education Code. Reference: Sections
70901 and 70902, Education Code.

§ 55022 PASS-NO PASS GRADING OPTION.

(a) The policy adopted pursuant to section 55021 may permit courses to be offered in
either or both of the following categories and, if so, shall require that each college catalog
specify the category into which each course falls:

(1) Courses in which wherein all students are evaluated on a “pass-no pass” basis.

(2) Courses in which wherein-each student may elect until the last day of instruction, as

established and published by the dlStﬂCtS,-@ﬁ—F&ng%F&t—l-Gﬁ—G—FWﬂ-t@Ft—hﬂﬁ—H%é—@Hd—&f
thefirst 30-perecenteftheterm;—whether the basis of evaluation is to be “pass-no pass” or

a letter grade.

(b) All units of credit earned on a “pass-no pass” or “credit-no credit” basis in accredited
California institutions of higher education or equivalent out-of-state institutions shall be
counted in satisfaction of community college curriculum requirements.

(c) Units earned on a “pass-no pass” basis shall not be used to calculate grade point
averages. However, units attempted for which a student receives a the-symbet “NP”




designation (as defined in section 55023) is+eeerded shall be considered in probation and
dismissal procedures.

§ 55023 ACADEMIC RECORD SYMBOLS AND GRADE POINT AVERAGE.

(a) Except as provided in subdivisions (b) and (c), grades from a grading system shall be
averaged on the basis of the point equivalencies to determine a student's grade point
average using only the following evaluative symbols:

Symbol Definition Grade Point
A Excellent 4

B Good 3

C Satisfactory 2

D Less than satisfactory 1

F Failing 0

P Passing (At least

satisfactory - units
awarded not counted in
GPA. Hasthesame

143 2

bol ofined-pi
toJune36,2007)

NP No Pass (Less than
satisfactory, or failing -
units not counted in GPA.
NP-has-thesamemeaning

[{3 2



SP Satisfactory Progress
towards completion of
the course (Used for
noncredit courses only
and is not supplanted by
any other symbol.)

(b) The governing board of a community college district may use “plus” and “minus”
designations in combination with letter grades, except that the grade of C minus shall not
be used. If pluses and minuses are used, the grade point value of a plus shall be computed
by adding 0.3 to the value assigned to the letter grade with which it is combined, and the
grade point value of a minus shall be computed by subtracting 0.3 from the value
assigned to the letter grade with which it is combined, except that no grade point value
shall be less than 0 or greater than 4.0.

(c) Regardless of whether the governing board elects to use plus and minus grading, it
may provide for the use of the “FW” grade symbol to indicate that a student has both
ceased participating in a course some time after the last day to officially withdraw from
the course without having achieved a final passing grade, and that the student has not
received district authorization to withdraw from the course under extenuating
circumstances. The “FW” symbol may not be used if a student has qualified for and been
granted military withdrawal. If “FW” is used, its grade point value shall be zero (0).

(d) The governing board of each community college district shall publish the point
equivalencies for the grades used in subdivision (a), or, subdivisions (a) and (b) (if pluses
and minuses are used) in the catalog or catalogs of each college in the district as a part of
its grading policies. In the event the governing board chooses to use the “FW” described in
subdivision (c), it shall be included in the grading system and point equivalencies
published in the catalog.

(e) The governing board of each community college district may authorize the use, under
controls and conditions specified below, of only the following nonevaluative symbols:

Symbol Definition



Incomplete: Incomplete academic work
for unforeseeable, emergency and
justifiable reasons at the end of the
term may resultin an “I” symbol being
entered in the student's record. The
condition for the removal of the “I” shall
be stated by the instructor in a written
record. This record shall contain the
conditions for the removal of the “I” and
the grade assigned in lieu of its removal.
This record must be given to the student
with a copy on file with the registrar
until the “I” is made up or the time limit
has passed. A final grade shall be
assigned when the work stipulated has
been completed and evaluated, or when
the time limit for completing the work
has passed.

The “I” may be made up no later than
one year following the end of the term
in which it was assigned.

The “I” symbol shall not be used in
calculating units attempted nor for
grade points. The governing board shall
provide a process whereby a student
may petition for a time extension due to
unusual circumstances.



RD

MW

EW

In progress: the “IP” symbol shall be
used only in those courses that whieh
extend beyond the normal end of an
academic term. It indicates that work is
“in progress,” but that assignment of an
evaluative symbol (grade) must await its

evaluative symbol (grade) and unit credit
shall be assigned and appear-on-the

replace the IP symbol once the course
is completed.

Report Delayed: The “RD” symbol may
be assigned by the registrar only. It is to
be used when thereis a delay in
reporting the grade of a student due to
circumstances beyond the control of the
student. It is a temporary notation to be
replaced by a permanent symbol as
soon as possible. “RD” shall not be used
in calculating grade point averages.

Withdrawal: The “W” symbol may be
used to denote withdrawal in
accordance with the requirements of
section 55024.

Military Withdrawal: The “MW” symbol
may be used to denote military
withdrawal in accordance with section
55024.

Excused Withdrawal: The “EW” symbol
may be used as described in, and in
accordance with, section 55024.

(f) In calculating students' degree-applicable grade point averages, grades earned in
nondegree-applicable credit courses shall not be included.



(g) The governing board of each district shall adopt rules and regulations governing the
inclusion or exclusion of units in which a student did not receive a grade or “pass-no pass”
or from which the student withdrew in accordance with rules adopted by the district.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 66700 and 70901, Education Code. Reference: Sections
70901 and 70902, Education Code.

§ 55024. WITHDRAWALS FROM CREDIT COURSES.

(a) Fhe District governing boards which-decidesto-provide-a-withdrawalprocedure shall
adopt a policyies whieh governing fer withdrawals from credit courses eensistent-with-the

feltewing that implement the requirements of this section.:

(1) Student withdrawal procedures shall be published in the course catalog. These
procedures shall provide that students withdraw from a course by notifying the college
registrar and that the registrar shall inform appropriate college district personnel,
including faculty.

(b)(1) A student who withdraws prior to the end of the fourth week of a course, or the

expiry of 30 percent of a term, whichever occurs earlier, shall not receive the withdrawal
symbol “W” on their transcript. A student who withdraws after this period, but before the
end of the fourteenth week of a course, or the expiry of 75 percent of a term, whichever
occurs earlier, shall receive the withdrawal symbol “W” on their transcript, unless the
district selects an earlier final withdrawal date. A student who remains in a course
beyond the district withdrawal date may not withdraw, and shall receive the appropriate

a symbol on their transcript, as authorized in section 55023. The governing board may
establish a period of time shorter than the first four weeks or 30 percent of a term,
during which no notation shall be made.

A-The “W” shall not be used in calculating grade point averages, but shall be used in
determining probation and dismissal of a student.-pursuantte-article 3-of thissubehapter:

(2)(A) Military withdrawal occurs when a student on active or reserve status in the United
States military or National Guard receives orders compelling a withdrawal from courses.
Upon verification of such orders, the military withdrawal symbol “MW” shall be assigned
to all courses affected by the military withdrawal.




(B) Military withdrawals shall not be counted in progress probation and dismissal
calculations, and shall not be counted toward the permitted number of withdrawals or

counted as an enrollment attempt.




(c)(1) Excused withdrawals shall be allowed to students in extenuating circumstances at
any time, upon petition of the student or their representative.

(2) “Extenuating circumstances” means wexified cases of accidents, illnesses, or other
circumstances beyond the control of the student. Colleges shall proactively engage with
the student or their representative to identify available college support services that may
to mltlgate the extenuating cwcumstances and aveid prevent withdrawal. Upen

5 ation-of-the den mstancesandif |f mitigation efforts are unsuccessful,

the student shall receive the excused Wlthd rawal symbol (“EW”) on their transcript.
Students shall not be denied an excused withdrawal due to a college’s inability to
respond to the petition or to provide sufficient assistance to mitigate the student’s
circumstances.

(3) An excused withdrawal shall not be counted in progress probation and dismissal
calculations, or toward the permitted number of withdrawals or enrollment attempts. In
no case may an excused withdrawal result in a student being assigned an “FW” grade.

(4) An excused withdrawal shall be assigned if a determination is made that the student
withdrew from a course due to unlawful discrimination or retaliation.

(5) An excused withdrawal shall be assigned if a student withdraws from a course due an
extraordinary condition under section 58509.




e accounting responsibilities. Netwithstanrdingthe

Note: Authority cited: Sections 66700, 70901, Education Code. Reference: Sections 70901
and 70902, Education Code.

§ 55031 STANDARDS FOR PROBATION

(a) Academic probation. A student who has attempted at least 12 semester or 18 quarter
units as shown by the official academic record shall be placed on academic probation if
the student has earned a grade point average below 2.0 in all units which were graded on
the basis of the grading system described in section 55023.

(b) Progress probation. A student who has enrolled in a total of at least 12 semester or 18
quarter units as shown by the official academic record shall be placed on progress
probation when the student receives symbols of “W,” “I,” or “NP” (as defined in sections
55023 and 55030) in fifty percent (50 percent) or more of all units in which a student has




(c) The governing board of a community college district may adopt standards for
probation, provided any such standard is at least as favorable to student progress as the
standards established in subdivisions (a) and (b). rettewerthanthosestandards

Note: Authority cited: Sections 66700 and 70901, Education Code. Reference: Sections
70901, 70902 and 76000, Education Code.

§ 55032. REMOVAL FROM PROBATION.

(a) A student on academic probation for a grade point deficiency shall be removed from
probation when the student's accumulated grade point average is 2.0 or higher.

(b) A student on progress probation because of an excess of units for which entries of “W,”
“1,” and “NP” and-“NE> (as defined in section 55023 and 55030) are recorded shall be
removed from probation when the percentage of units in this category drops below fifty
percent (50%).

(c) The governing board of a district shall adopt and publish procedures and conditions
for probation, anrd-appeal of probation, and requests for removal from probation. Sueh

- ~Any such standard must
be at least as favorable to student progress as the standards established in subdivisions

(a) and (b).

Note: Authority cited: Sections 66700 and 70901, Education Code. Reference: Sections
70901, 70902 and 76000, Education Code.



§ 55033. STANDARDS FOR DISMISSAL.

For purposes of this section, semesters or quarters shall be considered consecutive on the
basis of the student's enrollment, so long as the break in the student's enrollment does
not exceed one full primary term.

(a) A student who is on academic probation shall be subject to dismissal if the student
earned a cumulative grade point average of less than 3=#5 2.0 in all units attempted in
each of 3 consecutive semesters (5 consecutive quarters) which were graded on the basis
of the grading system described in section 55023.

(b) A student who has been placed on progress probation shall be subject to dismissal if
the percentage of units in which the student has been enrolled for which entries of “W,”

“1,” and “NP” and-“NE> (as defined in section 55023 and 55030) are recorded in at least 3
consecutive semesters (5 consecutive quarters) reaches or exceeds fifty percent (50%) in
accordance with section 55031.

(c) The governing board of a district shall adopt and publish procedures and conditions
for d|sm|ssal and appeal of dismissal and request for reinstatement. S&eh—p%eeeehﬁefraﬁel

éa%—and—éb}—e#tkﬁseseetreﬂ%peerﬁeaH—yAnv such standard must be at least as favorable to

student progress as the standards established in subdivisions (a) and (b).

Note: Authority cited: Sections 66700 and 70901, Education Code. Reference: Sections
70901, 70902 and 76000, Education Code.

§ 58146. EMERGENCY CONDITIONS ALLOWANCE FOR DISTRICTS UNABLE TO MAINTAIN
COLLEGE FOR PRESCRIBED TIME; GENERAL PURPOSE APPORTIONMENTS MATERIALLY
DECREASED.

(@) An emergency conditions allowance is an allocation of funds calculated to
approximate the same general purpose apportionments the district would have received
from the State School Fund had an emergency or extraordinary condition not occurred.
The Chancellor may authorize an emergency conditions allowance may-beproevided;

subjeet-to-approvalby-theChaneellerste for a district affected by an emergency or




extraordlnary cond|t|on

(b) An “emergency or extraordinary condition” -is-definred-as-ene-is an event efthe

feltowing that specifically-causesthedistriet to-be preventsed a district from maintaining

instruction itssehoels-during-thatfiseabyearfor at least 175 days during a fiscal year, or
materlallv decreases a dlstrlct S t—he—general purpose apportlonments ef—a—d+stF+et

deereaseeLmJeha{—year—er&bseQﬂen{—yea%s— An “emergencv or extraordlnarv condltlon

may be caused by the following events:

(1) fireg

(2) flood;;

(3) earthquake;;

(4) impassable roads;;

(5) an epidemic or a pandemic;;

(6) the imminence of a major safety hazard as determined by a the local law enforcement
agency;;

(7) a strike involving public transportation services used by te-students-previded-bya
lictri ity

(8) the unavailability of classroom facilities leased by the district where the unavailability

is caused by extraordinary factors whety-externatte-and-beyond the control of the
district;;

(9) any order of any military officer of the United States or of the state to meet an
emergency created by war, or of any civil officer of the United States, of the state, or of
any county, city and county, or city authorized to issue such order to meet an emergency
created by warg;

(10) a public health crisis recognized by an-erderof-a city or county board of health, or ef
the State Department Beard-of Public Health;; e

(11) another emergency declared by the state government or the federal government.

(c) Fhe-faets-demor i p
sa—bdw&rea—éb}s*%aees%abhshed%e%he%aﬁs#aeﬁenﬁiﬁhe Chancellor may require by
affidavits from efthe-members-efthe-appropriate district officialsthegeverningbeard to
establish the impacts an event has caused to efthe district, and {d}-Asaconditionte
receiving-an-emergency-conditionsallowaneethedistrictmust-to demonstrate te-the
satisfaction-of the Chancellorthatitmade good-faith-its efforts to mitigate the effects of




the event and to avoid a material decrease—m—to its t—he—general purpose apport|onments

Note: Authority cited: Sections 66700, 70901, 84750.4 and 84750.5, Education Code.
Reference: Section 70901, Education Code.

§ 55000(0) An “Eemergency condition or extraordinary conditions” is a conditionare-these
eonditions meetlng the requwements of section 58146, subdivision (b). 585069{a} aewing

Authority cited: Sections 66700 and 70901, Education Code. Reference: Sections 70901
and 70902, Education Code.

58161. APPORTIONMENT FOR CREDIT COURSE ENROLLMENT.

(a) Acommunity college district may claim state apportionment the-attendance-ef for
students enrolled students ferenrotedments in credit courses on the district’s census

date, exceDt as otherW|se |nd|cated in this sectlon #ertafee—appeFt-feﬁ-meﬁt—eﬁlry—kf—se

(b) Adistrict may not receive elaim-state apportionment for a student who has previously
received a satisfactory grade, as defined in section 55000, subdivision (w), in the same
credit course anenrolimentina-ereditcoursefortheattendanceof astudentwhe
receivesa-satisfactorygrade; as-definredinsection 55000, one-time,-unless an one-time
exception applies.

(c) Adistrict may claim state apportionment for the attendanee-of students fer
enrettments enrolled in a credit course no more than tetating a-maximum-ef three times.

; £ all ot : thic divisi fiad

(d)(1) Notwithstanding subdivisions (b) and (c) of this section, a district may claim state
apportionment for students enrolled in credit courses the attendance-ofstudents for
enreltments (IHn-erediteourses-designated as repeatable under jasprovidedin section
55041;as-definedinseetion55600; for no more than four times for semester courses or six
times for quarter courses. This limitation applies even if a student receives a substandard
grade or “W” during one or more of the enrollments in such a course.

(2) Notwithstanding subdivisions (b) and (c) of this section, a district may claim state
apportionment for students enrolled ferthe-enrotimentattendance-of students in active
participatory credit courses that are related in content in physical education, visual arts,
or performing arts;-asprevided-inseetion55040{c); for no more than four times for
semester courses or six times for quarter courses. This limitation applies even if a student
receives a substandard grade or “W” during one or more of the enrollments in such a
course.




(e) Notwithstanding subdivisions (b), (c), and (d) arg-{e} of this section, a district may
clalm state apportlonment for one addltlonal enrollment #—alket-heFFethremen%s—ef—t-hls

ree of a student

#eleanenrellmenfe ina credlt course resultlng in that student's repetltlon of thate credit
course when beeause-the the district determines-pursuantto-seetion55043 that there has
been a significant lapse of time as defined in section 55043.

(f) Notwithstanding subdivisions (b), (c) ard (d) and (e) of this section, a district may claim
state apportionment for students enrolled the-attendance-ofstudents in credit courses for
enrollments in the credit courses without limitation if all other requirements of this
divistonare-metand in the following circumstances:

(1) The student is enrolled attendance ofa student in a legally mandated training class-as
ded . b8},

(2) The student is enrolled attendance ofa-student-with-a-disability may-beclaimedfor
state-appertionment foreach-enrotiment by thatstudent in a credit special class asa due

to a disability-related accommodation whieh-isjustified-by-one-oftheecircumstances
deseribe seetion560629.

(3 ) 3) The student is enrolled %eeept—feeaeﬁve—p&mﬁpa%eryeee&rses—m—phyﬁeakedﬁeaﬂen—

d ot OHHHRE ARHEA ‘l'H_a‘
ﬁertrene# in avariable unlt open entry/open exit credlt course, but only to the extent that
repetition of such courses is permitted under pursuant to section 55044.

(4) The a%tendaﬂeee#arstudent is enrolled for each enrollment in work experience

(8 5) The attendanee-efa-student is enrolled in a course as a result of a change in industry
or licensure standards such that repetition of the course is necessary for employment or

licensure.-assetforth-in-section55040{bH9)-



(g) To the extent permitted by article 4 of subchapter 1 of chapter 6, a district may permit
enrollment in credit courses beyond the limits set forth in this section, but such additional
enrollments may not be claimed for state apportionment.

Note: Authority cited: Sections 66700 and 70901, Education Code. Reference: Section
70901, Education Code.

§ 58509. REFUND OF ENROLLMENT FEES AND WITHDRAWAL DUE TO AN
EXTRAORDINARY CONDITION.

(a) Notwithstanding section 58508, a community college district may provide a full refund
of enrollment fees to any student who withdrew from one or more elasses courses, where
the district finds that such withdrawal was necessary for one of the following reasons:

(1) the college attended by the student was closed or the college was unable to provide all
or substantially all of the instruction in the course or courses in which the student was

enrolled due to fire, flood or other conditions-guatifyingferadjustmentofapportionment
pursuant te as defined in section 58146; or

seetlen%%the student was personallv |mpacted by an event enumerated in section

58146, ene-efthe-conditions ervmerated-inthat seetion-made- it diffieult-erimpossible
preventlng the student from te attend_g one or more courses. beeause%he%tudeﬂfc—was

(b) Consistent with section 55024, subdivision (a)(4) , a community college district shall
record an “EW”-reed-notrecorda-W? on the academic record of a student who

withdraws from one or more elasses courses due to any of the circumstances described in
subdivision (a).

Authority Cited: Sections 66700 and 70901, Education Code. Reference: Section 70901,
Education Code.
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