
  

 

 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 
 

Wednesday, September 24, 2008 
 

MINUTES 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
 The regular meeting of the Board of Trustees of Mt. San Antonio College was called to 

order at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday, September 24, 2008.  Trustees Baca, Bader, Chen 
Haggerty, Chyr, and Hall were present.   

 
STAFF PRESENT 
 
 John S. Nixon, President/CEO; Michael D. Gregoryk, Vice President, Administrative 

Services; Audrey Yamagata-Noji, Vice President, Student Services; Virginia Burley, Vice 
President, Instruction, and Jack Miyamoto, Interim Vice President, Human Resources. 

 
1. PUBLIC COMMUNICATION 
 

None.  
 
2. CLOSED SESSION 
 

The Board adjourned to Closed Session to discuss the following item: 
 
• Conference with Labor Negotiator Jack Miyamoto, Interim Vice President, Human 

Resources, per California Government Code Section 54957.6 
CSEA Chapters 262 and 651 

 
3. PUBLIC SESSION 
 

The public meeting reconvened at 6:37 p.m.   
 

4. INTRODUCTIONS/RECOGNITION 
 

• Introductions 
 

The following newly appointed faculty, staff, and managers were introduced to the 
Board: 
 
 
Classified 



 
Steven Bernard, Laboratory Technician, Chemistry, Natural Sciences Division  
Cesar Castaneda, Irrigation Specialist, Grounds 
Gabriela Hernandez, Account Clerk III, Accounts Payable 
Erica Ledezma, Project/Program Specialist, Adult Basic Education 
Obdulia Reynoso, Receptionist/Clerical Assistant, Small Business Development Center 
Ronald Moritz, Lead Custodian, Custodial Services 
 
Faculty 
 
Ed Estes, Professor, Real Estate 
Lynn Aguilera, Professor, Nursing 
Lloyd Aquino, Professor, English, Literature & Journalism 
Robert Arnold, Professor, Sign Language 
Dustin Barr, Professor, Music 
Michelle Boyer, Professor, Nursing  
Dolores Chavez, Professor, Mathematics & Computer Science 
Debra Coleman, Professor, Nursing 
Michelle Dougherty, Professor, English, Literature & Journalism 
Allison Frickert, Professor, History, Art History, Geography, Political Science 
Kamran Golestaneh, Professor, Chemistry 
Solene Halabi, Professor, Foreign Languages  
Lance Heard, Professor, Administration of Justice 
Jannie Ma, Professor, Learning Assistance  
Julie Mallard, Professor, Communication 
Jennifer Olds, Professor, English Literature & Journalism 
Roberto Palacios, Professor, Foreign Languages 
Grace Peng, Professor, Mathematics & Computer Science 
Carlos Perez, Professor, Electronics & Computer Technologies 
Christopher Perez, Professor, Mathematics & Computer Science 
Sarah Plesetz, Professor, Registered Nursing 
Melissa Presch, Professor, Anatomy & Physiology 
Malcolm Rickard, Professor, Physics, Engineering 
Oscar Romero, Professor, Nursing   
Jamie Sakugawa, Professor, Agricultural Sciences 
Lizbeth Sanchez, Professor, Foreign Languages 
Ignacio Sardinas, Professor, Architecture and Engineering Design Technology 
Greta Sonnier, Professor, Law/Paralegal 
James Stone, Professor, Political Science 
Crystal Lane Swift, Professor, Communication 
April Tellez, Professor, History, Art History, Geography, Political Science 
Dawn Waters, Professor, Agricultural Sciences 
Paula Young, Professor, Mathematics & Computer Science 
 
Managers 
 
Jemma Blake Judd, Associate Dean, Technology & Health Division 
Donna Burns, Dean, Continuing Education 
Meghan Chen, Dean, Library & Learning Resources 
Tom Mauch, Dean, Counseling 
Jeffrey Parker, Director, Public Safety 
Rich Patterson, Associate Dean, Business 
Sayedeh Omideh Sloan, Assistant Director, Adult Basic Education 
 



5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
It was moved by Trustee Bader, seconded by Trustee Hall, to approve the minutes of the 
regular meeting of August 27, 2008.  Motion unanimously carried.  Student Trustee 
concurred. 
 

6. ACTION TAKEN IN CLOSED SESSION 
 
None. 
 

7. PUBLIC COMMUNICATION 

None.   
 

8. REPORTS 
 

A. Brandie White, Associated Students President, reported the following:   
 

• Forty-eight students participated in the September 12-14 Fall Leadership 
Conference held at Lake Arrowhead.  President White thanked Trustees Baca, 
Bader, Chen Haggerty, Hall, Student Trustee Jamison, and Academic Senate 
President Michelle Grimes-Hillman and Faculty Association President Terri Long 
for serving on a panel and answering studentsÕ questions.   

• A Chautauqua on the immigration issue took place on September 18.  The 
controversy around this discussion caused the debate to be denied by three 
colleges before being accepted by Mt. SAC.  Another Cautauqua, which will be 
a collaboration between Mt. SAC and Cal Poly, on ÒWho controls the media?Ó is 
scheduled for November 14, 6:00 p.m., at Cal Poly in Ursa Major.   

• September 23-25 has been designated as Club Week and has already been 
very successful. 

• Beginning next Tuesday, the Associated Students will have a complete senate. 

• Activities planned for next month include Rock the Vote, Lost and Found Silent 
Auction, a Halloween bash, and the California State Student Senate 
Conference. 

 
B. Michelle Grimes-Hillman, Academic Senate President, reported the following: 

• At the September 18 meeting, the Academic Senate elected a new Vice 
President, Eric Kaljumagi (Professor, Learning Assistance), made minor 
revisions to the constitution, and approved a new Senate Planning Committee.  
The Senate also adopted the Student Learning Outcomes (SLO) Guidebook 
(copies were provided to Board members).  President Grimes-Hillman noted that 
the Academic Senate has embraced SLOs as a way of improving student 
learning. 

• At the October 2 meeting, the Academic Senate will take action on: 
• Basic Skills Action Plan (due in the System Office by October 15),   
• Resolution 2008-09:  Non Credit Faculty 
• Resolution 2008-10:  Plagiarism Software 



• The Academic Senate has created a task force to work on waitlist issues for 
Banner implementation.  The Senate will also appoint faculty to a task force to 
review key issues such as rosters, no shows, grade submission, and other areas 
of the faculty self-service. 

 
C. Virginia Macias, Classified Senate President, reported the following:   
 

• At its September 11 meeting, the Senate discussed its role in the volunteer effort 
related to helping pass Measure RR.  President Macias thanked Student 
Trustee Jamison for speaking to the Senate on Measure RR.  The Classified 
Senate will be manning the phone bank on September 30. 

• In an effort to improve communication with classified staff, the Classified Senate 
is updating its web page and also creating and maintaining an informational 
bulletin board and newsletter. 

 
D. Terri Long, Faculty Association President, reported the following: 
 

• The Faculty Association will be manning the Measure RR phone bank on 
October 1, 8, and November 3.  The Faculty Association Executive Board has 
recommended to the Representative Council that the Association donate 
$25,000 to the Measure RR campaign.  A vote is expected on October 7.  
President Long said that Faculty Association Vice President Jennifer Galbraith is 
attending the Service Center One Council meeting this evening to speak on 
behalf of Measure RR to CTA leaders in the area. 

• Professor Ralph Spaulding (History Department) has been appointed to the 
Faculty Association Executive Board.  He will replace Professor Chris 
McDonald, who resigned at the beginning of the semester. 

• The Faculty Association will be sending several delegates to the CCCA Fall 
Conference in San Francisco on October 10-12. 

 
E. Representing CSEA, Chapter 262, President Bill Rawlings reported the following: 
 

• Members of CSEA, Chapter 262, voted unanimously in favor of the Tentative 
Agreements for the 2006-07 Reopener negotiations.  President Rawlings said 
this concludes a long negotiations cycle and allows the College to move 
unhindered toward the 2008 Successor Agreement negotiations.  He thanked 
the College and CSEA negotiation teams for their hard work and diligence these 
past two years. 

 
F. President NixonÕs report included the following: 
 

• Regarding the newly-hired faculty, staff, and managers introduced earlier to the 
Board, Dr. Nixon said the candidate pools were excellent and that we should all be 
proud of this group of new-hires. 

• Dr. Nixon congratulated Professor Kaljumagi for his selection as the Academic 
Senate Vice President. 

• Vice President Gregoryk said that the recently-signed state budget was just OK for 
community colleges.  It provides the following: 
• 0.68 percent COLA on general purpose apportionments; 



• Enrollment growth is funded at 2 percent, which translates to about 1.83 
percent for Mt. SAC; and 

• $75 million to partially backfill a property tax shortfall of $92 million. 

Of most concern to Vice President Gregoryk was expanded authority of the 
governor to temporarily suspend COLAs in the event of fiscal emergency and to 
make mid-year budget cuts.  Mr. Gregoryk said that, by January, he expects mid-
year cuts.  In anticipation of this, the College will be setting aside funds. 

• President Nixon reminded Board members that the College has been working 
with the City of Walnut to address traffic concerns at the intersection of Grand 
and Temple/Amar.  He asked Vice President Gregoryk and Director Nellesen to 
share information with the Board on the proposed agreement. 

 

Vice President Gregoryk said that the College enjoys a good relationship with 
the City staff and has been able to come to terms on an agreement to help 
alleviate some of the traffic problems at the intersection of Grand and 
Temple/Amar.   

The plan calls for increasing the size of the dedicated right turn lanes and 
adding additional left-turn lanes on Grand Avenue, going both north and south, 
and going west on Temple to south on Grand.  In order to increase the size of the 
intersection, the College would lose some property on the northeast, southeast, 
and southwest corners of the intersection.  Construction would last about six 
months. 

The first issue that had to be addressed was the need to move the water meters in 
order to accommodate an extra lane.  While that was initially seen as a $1.5 million 
cost, they have developed a way to address the vaults without actually moving 
them at a cost of about $100,000.   

An additional concern was the Wildlife Sanctuary.  Working with the Biology 
Department, it was agreed to open up the area south of the Wildlife Sanctuary as 
an addition to the Sanctuary in order to cut into the west side of the property to 
accommodate an additional lane.  The Sanctuary will be receiving nearly ten times 
the amount of land that it is giving up.  The Sanctuary will also be losing about 20 
trees.  It is agreed that they will be replaced at a 3:1 ratio. 

The College has made a $150,000 monetary commitment to the City for 
intersection improvements.  With the passage of Measure RR, additional 
improvements can be made to the Wildlife Sanctuary. 

 
9. CONSENT AGENDA 

 
It was moved by Trustee Hall, seconded by Student Trustee Jamison, to approve or ratify 
the following items. 
 
HUMAN RESOURCES 
 
1. Approval of Personnel Transactions, dated September 24, 2008. 
 
INSTRUCTION and STUDENT SERVICES 
 
2. Approval of an activity for the Pomona Valley Hospital Medical Center grant.   
 



3.  Approval of activities/contracts and acceptance of funds for the Title V Ð Developing 
Hispanic-Serving Institutions grant.   

 
4. Approval of a CAHSEE Grant Best Practices mini-conference.  
 
5. Approval to extend an agreement for the TANF Child Development Careers 

Program.   
 
6. Approval for Phi Theta Kappa students to attend the 2008 Nevada/California 

Regional Leadership Conference in Las Vegas.   
 
7. Approval for Fermata Nowhere to perform at the University of Alaska. 
 
8. Approval to ratify MenÕs Water Polo Team attendance at a tournament in New York, 

September 18-22, 2008.  
 
9. Approval to accept funds and approve activities for the Upward Bound Grant.  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 
 
10. Approval of a three-year (October 1, 2008-September 30, 2011) Foundation for 

California Community Colleges Microsoft Campus Agreement through 
Computerland of Silicon Valley.  

 
11. Approval of an agreement with Blackboard, Inc. to provide consulting services and 

support to integrate the CollegeÕs Course Management System with Banner.   
 
12. This item was pulled from the Consent Agenda and acted on separately by the 

Board.  See paragraph 10. 
 
13. Approval of the Gas CompanyÕs request for easement to relocate an existing 

regulator station at the median of North Grand Avenue between Stonybrook Drive 
and Temple Avenue/Amar Road.   

 
14. Approval of agreements to provide Professional Design and Consulting Services 

with Marlene Imirzian and Associates for the Administration Building Remodel 
Temporary Space project; with HMC Architects for the Demolition of Buildings 13, 
14, 15, and 16 project; and with Sid Lindmark, AICP for the Environmental Impact 
Report Review Ð City of Industry project.  

 
15. Approval of the following Change Orders: 
 

• Bid No. 2668 Classroom Remodel Ð Inland Mechanical (Plumbing 
Contractor) Ð Change Order No. 10.   

 
• Bid No. 2670 Classroom Remodel Ð Sage Electric (Electrical Contractor) Ð 

Change Order No. 6.   
 
• Bid No. 2714 Planetarium Remodel Ð Inland Empire Buildings (General 

Construction Contractor) Ð Change Order No. 6.   
 



• Bid No. 2721 Math and Science Building Ð KAR Construction (Caissons and 
Concrete Contractor) Ð Change Order No. 6.   

 
• Bid No. 2748 Athletics Restroom Building Ð Facilities Operation Plus 

(General Construction Contractor) Ð Change Order No. 5.   
 
• Bid No. 2763 Natural Sciences Building Exterior Improvements Ð KAR 

Construction (Contractor) Ð Change Order No. 5.   
 
16. Approval of the following Contract Amendments: 
 

• Contract Science Building Ð NTD/Stichler (Consultant) Ð Amendment 
No. 3.   

 
• Contract Classroom Remodel Ð Vantage Technology Consulting Group 

(Consultant) Ð Amendment No. 2.   
 
17. Approval of the following Proposed Gifts and Donations to the College: 
 

• Sharon and Carrie Smith Ð 16-year-old American Paint Mare, valued by donor 
at $4,500, to be used by the Natural Sciences Division. 

 
• Pam Mihelich Ð 6-year-old Paint Horse, valued by donor at $15,000, to be 

used by the Natural Sciences Division. 
 
• Kathleen Aparicio Ð 22-year-old Paint Horse, valued by donor at $3,000, to be 

used by the Natural Sciences Division. 
 
• Sharon and Carrie Smith Ð 5-year-old Tobi Horse, valued by donor at $2,000, 

to be used by the Natural Sciences Division. 
 
• Merrie Montante Ð 19-year-old American Trekehner Horse, valued by donor at 

$9,000, to be used by the Natural Sciences Division. 
 
Motion unanimously carried. 
 

10. PURCHASE OF OFFICE AND CLASSROOM FURNITURE 
 
Trustee Bader asked why this item was being brought to the Board for ratification when it 
would seem that there would be ample time while the building is being constructed to 
purchase furniture.  Vice President Gregoryk explained that it was really a matter of not 
knowing how much money we would have available after construction to put into 
furniture.  Mr. Gregoryk added that, while piggybacking on contracts has worked out well 
for the College, he is asking staff to prepare an RFP for furniture for future needs. 
 
It was moved by Trustee Bader, seconded by Trustee Chen Haggerty, to ratify the 
purchase of office and classroom furniture from Sierra School Equipment for the Natural 
and Social Sciences and Mathematics/Science buildings.  Motion unanimously carried.  
Student Trustee concurred. 
 
 

11. REVISIONS TO BOARD POLICY 5050 - MATRICULATION 



 
It was moved by Trustee Chyr, seconded by Trustee Hall, to approve revisions to Board 
Policy 5050 Ð Matriculation.  Motion unanimously carried.  Student Trustee concurred. 
 

12. RATIFICATION OF AGREEMENT WITH CSEA CHAPTER 262 
 
It was moved by Trustee Chen Haggerty, seconded by Trustee Hall, to ratify the 2006-07 
Negotiated Agreement between the Mt. San Antonio Community College District and CSEA 
Chapter 262.  Motion unanimously carried.  Student Trustee concurred. 
 

13. RATIFICATION OF AGREEMENT WITH CSEA CHAPTER 651 
 
It was moved by Student Trustee Jamison, seconded by Trustee Hall, to ratify the 2006-
07 Negotiated Agreement between the Mt. San Antonio Community College District and 
CSEA Chapter 651.  Motion unanimously carried.  Student Trustee concurred. 
 

14. PROPOSED BOARD POLICY 3505 – USE OF FORCE 
 
Jeff Parker, Director of Public Safety, explained the need for this policy and shared the 
defensive weapons he is proposing for use on campus.  Student Trustee Jamison said 
that, after meeting with Director Parker, she feels this is a necessary step to take.  She 
did ask if Director Parker could attend a future student senate meeting and provide the 
demonstration for the students. 
 
The Board received for first reading and discussion proposed revisions to Board Policy 
3505 Ð Use of Force.  With no suggested revisions by Board members, this policy will be 
brought back to the Board for action at its October meeting. 
 

15. BOARD COMMUNICATION 
 
• All Board members shared the following comments: 

• All new faculty, staff, and managers were welcomed to the College. 

• They very much enjoyed attending and participating on a panel at the Student 
Leadership Retreat at Lake Arrowhead. 

• All trustees mentioned the many events they have attended, including:  the art 
gallery opening and the Student Leadership Retreat. 

• Student Trustee Jamison said she has been making numerous presentations, both 
on- and off-campus, in support of Measure RR.  She commended the Student Life 
Office for their outstanding work in registering students to vote.  Ms. Jamison said 
she would like to work with the Measure RR campaign staff and plan a student rally 
in October. 

Ms. Jamison attended an ASPIRE meeting, which is a campus group that works to 
inspire African American students (although not limited to African American 
students) toward academic success.  Ms. Jamison said she is sponsoring two 
scholarships for the ASPIRE program and invited Board members to join her in co-
sponsoring a third scholarship. 

• Trustee Chen Haggerty said her first opportunity to make a presentation on 
Measure RR came when she and Dr. Nixon attended the Rowland Unified School 
District Board of Education meeting. 



• Trustee Bader said that, earlier in the day, Jill Dolan and student Steven Solana 
spoke to the Pomona Rotary Club in support of Measure RR, and did a great job.  
Also, she and her husband each received a phone call at home from students 
working in the campaign office urging their support on the measure. 

Ms. Bader provided a report on her last CCCT Board meeting.  Topics discussed 
included the state budget and emergency preparedness for trustees.  Members also 
discussed California Forward Ð a group interested in creating a more responsible 
and cost-effective government.  California Forward is looking at community 
colleges, specifically, a series of reports on student success in community colleges 
written by Nancy Shulock, Professor and Executive Director for the Institute for 
Higher Education Leadership and Policy.   

• Trustee Chyr commented that when the stateÕs unemployment rate is 7.7 percent, 
we should all feel privileged to be a part of the Mt. SAC family.  He also 
congratulated the CSEA units for bringing closure to the bargaining agreement with 
the College. 

• Trustee Hall said a lot of people are working hard on the passage of Measure RR.  
He was pleased to speak at the Covina Valley Unified School District Board of 
Education meeting to encourage their support.  Dr. Hall thanked the Faculty 
Association for working to fund the campaign.  He said there are several parades 
coming up, the next one being San Dimas.  He asked trustees to let him know if 
they plan to participate in the parade noting that it provides an excellent opportunity 
to inform people of Measure RR and encourage their support/endorsement. 

Dr. Hall noted that he hosted a meeting on campus recently for people from the City 
of Industry.  They received information on Measure RR and toured the campus to 
see the work accomplished under Measure R.  Dr. Hall said that, for many of these 
people, it was the first time they had been on campus.  He said he felt that many left 
thinking about how they can partner with us. 

Dr. Hall commented on a newspaper clipping announcing that the Mt. SAC football 
team is currently ranked number one in the United States.  He congratulated the 
team. 

Trustee Hall said the Teacher Recognition Day, sponsored by the 48th District 
Agricultural Association, is scheduled for Saturday, October 25.  President John 
Nixon is scheduled to be the keynote speaker.  Dr. Hall invited anyone interested in 
attending to be his guest. 

• Trustee Baca said that, last night, he, Jill Dolan, and a student attended both the 
Baldwin Park Unified School District Board of Education meeting and the La Puente 
City Council meeting to speak on Measure RR.  He said the two groups appreciated 
hearing from the student about her experiences and positive views of the College. 

 
16. ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:09 p.m. 
 
JSN:dc 


