
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
1. More than 3,000 Mt. SAC students have 

already signed up for their no-cost bus 
passes provided by Foothill Transit. The 
“Class Pass” as it is called is free to 
students taking at least one unit of credit 
at Mt. SAC this semester. See the 
attached announcement. Our IT folks, particularly Chuong Tran and Heather Zhang, have set up an easy 
system that allows a student to be verified and a Class Pass to be registered into our computer system 
through a simple swipe of a student's ID card and a scan of the bus pass. The process literally takes no 
more than 5 seconds. Foothill Transit reps and student volunteers are staffing an information booth on 
campus this week to disseminate Class Pass info and answer questions during the semester opening. 

 
2. Convocation Day last Friday brought our campus together to set a positive tone for the beginning of the 

Fall Semester. As part of our Opening Meetings, we shared the recipients of awards and recognitions. 
• The annual College Champion Awards recognize those who serve the college in three areas: 

o The Eternal Flame Award recognizes dedication to our core values: Integrity, Diversity, Community Building, Student 
Focus, Lifelong Learning, Positive Spirit. This year’s recipient is Professor James Stone, Geography/Political Science. 

o The Burning Bright Award recognizes contributions “above and beyond” the call of duty. This year’s recipient is 
Elmer Rodriguez, High School Outreach Specialist. 

o The Torch Bearer Award honors contributions by an employee that have positively impacted the college 
community. This year’s recipient is Professor Ron Kamaka, Kinesiology and Athletics, Cross Country Assistant 
Coach, and Men’s Track and Field Head Coach. 

The College Campion Awards are overseen by our VOICES Committee which is chaired by Rondell Schroeder, 
College Receptionist. Attached are specifics on the contributions that these fine employees have made. 

• The annual Presidential Awards for Excellence and Innovation in Teaching and Learning recognize faculty, 
both individually and collectively, who demonstrate excellence and innovation in three areas: 
o Outstanding Basic Skills Efforts: Recipients are Dean Meghan Chen and the Library and Learning Resources Division 

Retreat Planning Team. 
o Outstanding Curriculum Efforts: Recipients are Lori Walker, Professor of Study Techniques and Writing, and the 

Study Techniques Committee. 
o Personal Innovation: Recipient is Robert Bowen, Professor of Music. 
Attached are descriptions of the accomplishments of these folks. The Presidential Awards are overseen by 
the college Outcomes Committee, chaired by Jason Chevalier, Professor of Music and Outcomes Coordinator. 

 
3. Last week President Obama unveiled his strategy for reducing college tuition. The President called for 

tying federal financial aid to a new rating of college costs and performance. He directed the Education 
Department to develop the system before the 2015 school year. He will ask Congress for legislation that 
would dole out financial aid based on those ratings by 2018. The new ratings would be based on: 

• access, including the percentage of students receiving Pell grants;  
• affordability, including average tuition, scholarships and loan debt; and  
• outcomes, such as graduation and transfer rates, earnings of graduates.  

The President’s speech is online. (General comments on the cost of higher education begin at 12:00 and 
the specifics of the rating system begin at 22:22.) See also an article in the Community College Times. 
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4. San Francisco City Attorney Dennis Herrera has taken two legal actions regarding the July ruling by the 
Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior Colleges (ACCJC) that City College of San Francisco 
will lose its accreditation next June 30. Loss of accreditation would remove all public funding from the 
college, effectively ending its existence. See the attached article in the San Francisco Chronicle. 
• First, Herrera is seeking an injunction against the commission to vacate its decision to revoke the 

accreditation of CCSF. The action is based in part on a finding by the U.S. Department of Education (under 
which ACCJC is granted its authority) that ACCJC violated four federal regulations in its actions leading up to 
the denial of accreditation to CCSF. (See the attached letter from USDOE regarding ACCJC violations.) 

• Second, Herrera filed an administrative complaint against the California Community College Board of 
Governors, accusing the Board of improperly relinquishing its authority over the colleges to ACCJC, a private 
entity with little oversight or public input. The complaint is based on a BOG regulation that requires 
accreditation by ACCJC for a college to be eligible for state funding.1 

 
5. In an action also related to the loss of accreditation for City College of San Francisco, last week the Joint 

Legislative Audit Committee ordered the Bureau of State Audits to scrutinize the Accrediting 
Commission for Community and Junior Colleges and the accreditation process at three California 
community colleges. Attached are 1) a letter from ACCJC on the matter and 2) an article from the San 
Francisco Chronicle. If you would like to see a video of the legislative committee hearing, view the 
meeting here; and go to the 2:37:35 marker. At the hearing, Senator Jim Nielsen, R-Gerber, referred to 
ACCJC President Barbara Beno as “arrogant, condescending and dismissive.” For details of the charge to 
the State Auditor regarding the ACCJC audit, see the attached summary from the McCallum Group. 

 
6. This Fall, for the first time, election of Mt. SAC Board of Trustee members will be done by Trustee Areas. 

For maps of the seven Trustee Areas follow this link. Incumbents David Hall (Area 2) and Judy Chen-
Haggerty (Area 6) are unopposed. When the Board moved to seven Trustee Areas, two open seats were 
created. This November 5th, two new trustees will be elected, one each in Areas 3 and 4. By the way, 
just having elections in two areas has lowered our election cost from $1 million to $274,000. Candidates 
for Area 3 are Marlen Garcia and Laura Santos. Candidates in Area 4 are Steve Herfert, Robert F. 
Hidalgo, and R. William "Bill" Robinson. More information on the Trustee candidates is attached. 

 
7. San Gabriel Valley Tribune reporter Rich Irwin wrote a great piece on the retirement of Larry Redinger, 

Dean of Natural Sciences. Larry, we will miss you. However, I have a feeling that Larry will still be 
contributing to the students of Mt. SAC. Just take a look at these short video clips from our “retired” 
dean: 1) on our science facilities, 2) on the Redinger Science Exploration Center, and 3) on the B. J. 
Meek Natural History Collection. 

 
8. Mt. San Antonio College folks were busy during the summer. Some highlights: 

• The Caduceus Club has partnered with Kaiser Permanente to sponsor a summer internship program 
established for our prehealth students at Kaiser’s Baldwin Park Medical Center. Twelve Mt. SAC 
students completed the program. In addition, four students traveled to Brazil accompanied by 
Caduceus Club advisor Carmen Rexach, Professor of Anatomy, Physiology, and Microbiology. The 

                                                           
1 The BOG specifies in Title 5 § 51016 that “Each community college within a district shall be an accredited institution. 
The Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior Colleges shall determine accreditation.” This Title 5 section is 
in part of a chapter of regulations whose scope is given in § 51000: 

The provisions of this chapter are adopted under the authority of Education Code section 70901(b)(6) and comprise the rules 
and regulations fixing and affirming the minimum conditions, satisfaction of which entitles a district maintaining community 
colleges to receive state aid, including state general apportionment, for the support of its community colleges. 
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students visited our “sister” institution, Centro Universitário do Rio Grande do Norte (UNI-RN) in 
Natal, Brazil. The students attended lectures, visited clinicals, and participated in a dissection. 
Professor Rexach’s more detailed report on the Caduceus Club activities is attached. 
 

• The Mt. SAC Men's Soccer Team has received the nation’s #2 ranking in the National Soccer Coaches 
Association of America (NSCAA) Junior College Division III Preseason Poll. The Mounties, lead by 
2012 NSCAA National Coach of the Year, Juan Sanchez, have captured 4 consecutive California 
Community College State Championships and have finished at or near the top of the final NSCAA 
polls the past 6 seasons. Last season the team captured the California Community College State 
Championship with a record of 21-3-1. 
 

• Mike Goff, Mt. SAC Head Men's Cross Country and Head Women's Track 
and Field Coach, has been inducted into the California Community College 
Cross Country and Track Coaches Association (5CTCA) Hall of Fame. Mike 
is one of the few individuals to ever capture a California Community 
College State Championship both as a coach and as a student-athlete. 
More importantly, Goff has served students and student/athletes alike 
with his incredible commitment to education. (Attached is more on Coach 
Goff’s achievements.) 
 

• Mt. SAC student-athletes performed well at the 2013 USA Track and Field National Outdoor 
Championships which were held June 19-23 at Drake Stadium in Des Moines, Iowa. Sophomore 
Marquise Cherry competed in the Long Jump and had an opening jump of 23'10"1/4 (7.27 meters). 
Freshman Kyree King competed in the 200 meter sprints with a phenomenal personal best of 21.44. 

 
• Mt. SAC Night at the Ballpark, sponsored by the Mt. SAC 

Foundation, saw more than 150 Mt. SAC alumni and 
friends gather at LoanMart Field (The Epicenter) in Rancho 
Cucamonga on Friday, July 26th. The baseball game was a 
great experience for all—and the hometown Quakes won 
the game! It was fun for me to join Assemblymember 
Chris Holden to throw out the first pitch. (My pitch was a 
strike at the knees and the inside corner. No comment on 
the pitch by Chris.) We are featured together in the photo 
to the right. 
 

9. Early this summer I provided my annual self-evaluation to the Board of Trustees (attached). In a closed 
session evaluation last month, the Board provided feedback and direction for my work for the coming 
year. The self-evaluation discusses these topics: 

• Financial Stability • Community Involvement 
• Leadership • Mt. SAC Foundation 
• Communication • International Students 
• Union Relations • Board Relations 
• Facilities • Professional Activities 
• Campus Climate • Goals for 2013-14 
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