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Good Morning Audrey, 
 
February has already been busy, and the month is just beginning. However, February 
has been a good month so far for Aspire. I wanted to take the time and update you on 
the outstanding outcome of our 6th Annual Black History Month Luncheon. 
 
On February 4, 2016, Mt. Sac's Aspire Program coordinated the largest Black History 
Month Luncheon ever! We are estimating over 200 people in attendance. We had 101 
students, 47 Faculty and Staff, and 2 UC representatives sign in. We had to shut down 
the sign in table to start the program. We had at least an additional 50 or so students 
and staff standing in the back of 9C who did not sign in. There was hardly standing 
room. I was overwhelmed by the campus support. I was honored that Board of Trustee 
member Rosanne Bader attended the luncheon. Some of the managers that attended 
were Tom Mauch, Francisco Dorame, Bailey Smith, David Charbonneau, George 
Bradshaw, Zolita Fisher, Aida Cuenza-Uvas, Jourmana McGowan, Matt Judd, Ivan 
Pena, and Jim O'Campo. Thank you notes will be sent soon. 
 
I was also very pleased that our UC Irvine representative, Tiana Lynch, and UC Davis 
representative, Elroy Pinks,  were able to attend. UC Irvine has committed to paying for 
a bus for Aspire students to attend their African American Transfer Day on March 11th; 
and UC Davis will invite Aspire students who applied to a special overnight program in 
April. We continue to strengthen our relationships with our representatives. We are 
starting to see a return on our efforts. 
 
According to Board Member Rosanne Bader, the highlight of the event was the keynote 
speaker, Dr. George McKenna. Dr. McKenna gave an inspirational speech connecting 
African Americans past, present, and future, using his own life as a case study. Most of 
the evaluations listed his speech as the most impressive  moment of the program.  
 
We received 33 returned surveys. None of the surveys were negative in tone. Most 
expressed having a wonderful experience. Some even quoted Dr. McKenna's speech. 
Here are a few quotes from the survey:  
 
"My black past shouldn't deter me from a successful black future." A 22 year old African 
American Male quoting Dr. McKenna. 
"If you think about the benefit of others, you are manifesting love." A 46 year old Filipina 
quoting Dr. McKenna. 
"The speakers were great. I am so happy to see that the Aspire program is growing." A 
45+ year old White female. 
"Keynote speaker was amazing. The master of ceremonies and singer were great!" A 
37 year old Hispanic female. 
 



The program would not have been a success without Jeremy Hart serving as the Master 
of Ceremonies. I must also thank Francisco for giving the welcome. Marcus did an 
outstanding job with singing "Lift Every Voice and Sing" (more than one evaluation 
mentioned the singer as having done a great job!). Aspire student Raymond Cobb did 
an outstanding job with a self written poem, And the Phillip Maynard Speech Contest 
winner, Tha Thet, did an excellent job as well.  
 
I would be remiss if I didn't thank my student workers and Educational Aide Meklit Molla 
for all of their assistance. Duneen was also very helpful in the planning process. This 
was truly a team effort.   
 
This is just a short update. Please let me know if you have any questions. And thank 
you for all of the support you have given me and the Aspire Program. 
 
Clarence 
 
Clarence Banks, MPA 
Coordinator, Aspire Program 
Mt. San Antonio College 
(909) 594-5611 ext. 5661 
cbanks@mtsac.edu  
 
"Every man and woman is born into the world to do something unique and something 
distinctive and if he or she does not do it, it will never be done" 
Benjamin E. Mays 
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