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 Library Advisory Committee 
Minutes - Spring Semester, 2016 Meeting 
May 12, 2016  3:00 – 5:00 pm 
Library Meeting Room (6-222) 
 

Attendance: 

 Jeff Archibald 
Communication 

x David Charbonneau 
Writing Center 

x Joseph Denny 
Electronics & Computer 
Technology 

x Deb Distante 
Library 

 Michael Harper 
English, Literature, 
Journalism 

x Rebecca Hatch 
Sociology 

x Tony Henry 
Child Development 

 Jennifer Hinostroza 
Agricultural Programs 

 Lynda Hoggan 
Biology 

 Carol Impara 
Consumer Science & Design 
Technologies 

x Abby Wood 
Business Administration 

x Richard Strand 
Theater 

 Doug Todd 
Kinesiology 

 Lyssette Trejo 
Counseling (Bridge Program) 

x Jared Burton 
Library 

x Emily Woolery 
Library 

X Lisa Ledeboer 
Family & Consumer 
Sciences/Perkins 

      

Guest:   
 

 Item Discussion/Outcome 
I Welcome DD welcomed those attending and everyone went around the room and introduced themselves. 

 

II Perkins Update DD updated committee on the decision made by the division dean to not apply for Perkins funding for the 2016-
2017 year.  Although funds won’t be requested, the Library will continue to be involved in the Perkins program by 
attending meetings and serving as a resource. RH requested info on what funding we had applied for and gotten 
for the 2015-2016 academic year and DD provided. There was discussion on what, if any, effect not applying for 
funds would have on library collections.  Committee was assured that there would be no negative effect, as other 
funding sources would be used to purchase both electronic and print resources related to CTE. Committee was 
informed that the Advisory Committee would continue to meet.  Suggestion was made to hold it earlier in the 
semester than later. DD will aim for scheduling the meeting during the 4th week of both the Fall and Spring 
semesters (Mid-September and Mid-March). 
 

III Library Updates DD provided information on recent additions and activities in the library including: 

 Addition of Playaway bookpacks, consisting of both the print and audio version of books, aimed at helping 
ESL and AMLA students with their reading and language comprehension skills 

 Current workshops in development and testing, including Finding and Reading Biology Journal Articles 
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(currently in testing), a general library tour, and an online version of the Finding and Evaluating Journal 
Articles workshop 

 Information on the Ask A Librarian chat service; DD is currently involved in project to determine if there 
are any trends regarding when chat questions come in (time of day, day of week, point in the semester).  
Data analysis is just beginning so no trends have yet been identified.  Chat transcripts will also be 
reviewed and analyzed to determine types of questions being asked (again, looking for trends) and 
evaluating the quality of responses being provided by librarians outside of Mt. SAC. Although EW indicated 
that she believed that a ready-made block was available to add the Ask A Librarian widget to 
MoodleRooms, that is not currently the case. However, instructions for creating an Ask a Librarian block in 
Moodlerooms is available via SPOT 2.0 training.  Librarians are currently seeking other ways to promote 
this information as well. 

 New database subscriptions available in the library, including: 
o Statistical Abstracts of the United States (subscription actually starts 7/1/2016 but we have a trial 

to bridge us until that date): 
https://trials.proquest.com/trials/trialSummary.action?view=subject&trialBean.token=K6GBKUT2
68HBIMWKB5IF  (It is fine to share this link with faculty and students, including sharing it via 
MoodleRooms, email, and class handouts but it may not be posted publicly) This link will change 
after July 1 to the permanent link, available via the database page 

o Chronicle of Higher Education: http://www.chronicle.com (requires individual account sign up 
with mtsac.edu email); it should be noted that this news was met with excitement and gratitude 

o Britannica Academic: https://libris.mtsac.edu/login?url=http://academic.eb.com 
o Kanopy, a streaming video service: 

https://libris.mtsac.edu/login?url=https://mtsac.kanopystreaming.com/  
Currently, the best way to determine if a video is available via Kanopy or Films on Demand is to go 
to the database interface and search, as both are still working out kinks in providing data needed 
in order to be integrated into the library catalog.  When you search in Kanopy, the top results are 
the titles currently available to Mt. SAC, all of which are already captioned.  Beneath this, there is 
a list of additional titles that may be requested but that are not captioned.  When you click on 
one of the uncaptioned titles, you have the opportunity to request that it be captioned so that it 
is available in our collection.  Current turn around on captioning requests has been approximately 
1 week 

 The library is currently open on Sundays from 1:00 – 9:30 pm, thanks in part to a Student Equity grant. 
Currently, there is no word as to whether this will continue in future semesters. 

 The library will continue to offer extended hours during finals for the Spring semester, from the 
Wednesday night before finals week to the Wednesday night of finals week.  Therapy dogs continue to be 
popular at this time and will once again be scheduled.  During extended hours for Fall, coloring pages, 
crayons, and colored pencils were made available to students wishing to take a break from studying and 
proved to be popular.  This will once again be offered during extended hours for Spring. 

 The addition of new hires to the department and division were shared, including: 

o Irma Marin, Administrative Specialist III in the Division Office, who began work May 12 

https://trials.proquest.com/trials/trialSummary.action?view=subject&trialBean.token=K6GBKUT268HBIMWKB5IF
https://trials.proquest.com/trials/trialSummary.action?view=subject&trialBean.token=K6GBKUT268HBIMWKB5IF
http://www.chronicle.com/
https://libris.mtsac.edu/login?url=http://academic.eb.com
https://libris.mtsac.edu/login?url=https://mtsac.kanopystreaming.com/
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o Suzanne Maguire, Library Technician, primarily assigned to circulation on Saturday, Monday, and 
Tuesday mornings, beginning May 16 

o Dr. Romelia Salinas, Associate Dean (new position), beginning May 18 

o Equity and Outreach Librarian, still in the final hiring steps, anticipated to begin working 
sometime this summer 

 Updates to the library facility including new carpeting to be installed this summer, renovations on the 
current Periodicals room to facilitate it’s use as a quiet room, and changes to various study rooms and 
offices as the new division faculty and staff begin 

IV Student Equity 
Plan Discussion 
 
 

Three librarians (JB, PS, and HG) have been involved in student equity work on campus.  They brainstormed ways 
to reach out to groups and people on campus, such as Veterans, Bridge and the ARISE program, and met with them 
as focus groups.  These groups brought in student workers as part of the discussion, which was framed as “How 
can the Library do better?” Note takers were assigned for each meeting and a report was written, highlighting 
what the library can do to better serve those populations.  The library is looking at ways to improve our outreach, 
including social media.  Our newest librarian, currently in the hiring process, will be primarily focused on outreach 
and working directly with targeted populations.  The question came up as to how it would work if a librarian was 
situated in those areas (Veterans, Bridge, ARISE office), what would the benefit be for that?  The question was 
whether that would actually be a good thing or not – if the librarian is in their area, what is the motivation for 
that student to physically come to the library?  There was some discussion on this, with the rationale that students 
would perhaps feel more comfortable coming into the library if they knew there was at least one familiar face 
there.  As a part of student equity, the Library also received about $18k for textbooks for the Reserves collection. 
JB and department chair LG worked on analyzing the current Reserve collection, including evaluation on the shape 
and condition of available books. JB utilized course listings for GE and CSU transferability to create a final list 
which was vetted by Chisa Uyeki (Collection Development Librarian). JB then worked with bookstore to get titles 
ordered and with acquisitions staff to get them processed and available in Reserves.  These items were tagged so 
that their usage is able to be tracked. 

V 
 

Other RH still wants specialized workshop on finding and reading journal articles; she doesn’t feel all of her needs are 
being met.  It was suggested that she sit in on one of the new workshops on reading Biology Journal articles to see 
if that might meet her needs.  She also commented that the timeframe the current workshops are being offered 
aren’t sufficient.  It was suggested that she contact the department chair if she had specific time frames that she 
thought workshops should be offered. AW talked about how they have cohort tutors funded through Perkins and 
how something like that might be worth looking into. All agreed that there really needs to be an institutionalized 
pipeline for information literacy instruction. It was also suggested that the library might want to  think about 
putting together a library scavenger hunt type thing that faculty could give their students to do that would require 
them to investigate different areas of the library. 
 
 

VI Next Steps 
 

DD will schedule meeting for 4th week of fall semester. She will send Doodle poll out the week before the fall 
semester starts.  DD will also evaluate current committee membership and contact members who have not been 
attending meetings and seeking new members. 

 


