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Proposal #1: adoption of attached syllabi guidelines 

Rationale: Our committee recommends the attached syllabus guidelines in order to: 

 Ensure students receive a syllabus with the information they need 

 Provide guidance on essential syllabus content for new instructors 

 Provide suggestions to all faculty for valuable additional syllabi elements 

 Ensure syllabi include information relevant for articulation 

 Meet accreditation requirement that SLOs be publicly accessible 

 Encourage syllabi that are student friendly 

 

Current evaluation forms refer to distribution of a syllabus, but without any college-wide guidance on 

what the syllabus should consist of.  New instructors may or may not be given guidance on constructing 

their syllabi, depending on their department and division.  Our proposed guidelines are written in two 

parts, one section of content that we recommend should be on all syllabi, and a second section of 

optional content that faculty may or may not wish to include.  This is in recognition of the desire of some 

faculty to keep their syllabi concise while others may prefer a more comprehensive syllabus.  An 

example of a syllabus with only the minimum recommended content has been provided. 

 

Faculty, both new and experienced, may not have thought about their syllabi from the student 

perspective, in terms of what content may be helpful to the student.  As faculty review the optional 

content listed on page two of the guidelines, they may find some that they wish to add to their current 

syllabi.  Of course, faculty are always free to add any other content they find appropriate to their course.  

More comprehensive examples have also been provided. 

 

Faculty who prefer a traditional syllabus may, of course, continue to do so. But our task force is asking 

faculty to consider a more student-friendly tone to their syllabi, if that is deemed appropriate.  Again, 

examples have been provided. 


