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Mt. SAC Students Named to State Academic First Team 
 

 
WALNUT, Calif., Apr. 29, 2016–– Mt. San Antonio College students Jacqueline Yu and Hung 
Pham are two of the 93 community college students throughout the state recently selected 
for the 2016 All-California Academic teams, chosen by Phi Theta Kappa (PTK), the 
international community college honor society.  
 

These students represent some of the best of the 2.8 million students enrolled in 
California’s community college system. 
 
 Yu and Pham, both students in Mt. SAC's Honors Program, received medallions 
during the Community College League of California’s awards ceremony held recently at the 
Sacramento Convention Center. Selection for the academic teams is based on grades, 
leadership, and community service.  
 
 Yu, 18, is a communication major and carries a 4.0 GPA. She was selected for the All-
California Academic First Team. A Walnut resident, she is the president of the PTK chapter 
at Mt. SAC, is a member of the speech team, and recently received the Bovero Top Speaker 
Award as the outstanding speaker in a national speech competition. At Mt. SAC, she also 
has worked on the student newspaper, assists the student government as a tour guide, and 
helped found the campus Performing Arts Club. She will be honored as one of Mt. SAC’s 
Students of Distinction this year. In the community, she volunteers as a youth leader for 
Rowland Heights Community Christian Church, Azusa Pacific Lighthouse, and Lucky 
Puppy Rescue in Hollywood. She plans to transfer to UC Berkeley or Bradley University in 
Illinois as a double major in communication and acting. She wants eventually to become a 
communication professor.  
 

Pham, 20, is a mechanical engineering major and carries a 4.0 GPA. He was selected 
for the All-California Academic First Team. A Chino resident, he is a student government 
transfer committee representative, is a member of the Math and Engineering Club, and is a 
member of the Vietnamese Association of Students on campus. He also will be honored as 
one of Mt. SAC’s Students of Distinction this year. He plans to transfer to Cal Poly Pomona 
as a mechanical engineering major and plans to become an engineer. 

 
There are 31 first-team, 31 second-team, and 31 third-team winners.  

  
 

### 
 
 
(0416032) 



 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                         Contact: Mike Taylor, (909) 274-5334 
                                                                
 

 
 

Mt. SAC Forensics Team Takes Second at Nationals 
 

 
WALNUT, Calif., Apr. 28, 2016–– The Mt. San Antonio College Forensics Team took second 
place overall at the 2016 Phi Rho Pi National Tournament held recently in Costa Mesa, with 
students winning five gold medals, seven silver medals, and 12 bronze medals. More than 
500 students from 64 colleges throughout the nation competed.  
 
 Mt. SAC’s Jacqueline Yu (Walnut) won first place overall and the Bovero Top 
Speaker Award as the outstanding speaker at the national competition, winning gold 
medals in informative speaking, after dinner speaking, and communication analysis, and a 
silver medal in the impromptu speaking competition.  
 
 Joey Fontana (Diamond Bar) won a gold medal in informative speaking and a silver 
medal in persuasive speaking. Sarina Wang (Hacienda Heights) won a gold medal in 
informative speaking and a bronze medal in debate. 
 
 Azzaam Siddiqi (Walnut) won a silver medal in impromptu speaking and a bronze 
medal in informative speaking. Christopher Robles (La Puente) won silver in poetry 
interpretation and bronze in programmed oral interpretation. Amy Jajieh (Menifee) won 
silver in persuasive speaking and bronze in dramatic interpretation. Matthew Rodriguez 
(Rio Rancho, NM) won silver in persuasive speaking, and bronze as part of a parliamentary 
debate team. Tiffany Pla (Claremont) won silver in extemporaneous speaking, a bronze in 
persuasive speaking, and a bronze as part of a parliamentary debate team. 
 
 Matthew Dowling (Norco) won bronze in extemporaneous speaking and bronze as 
part of a parliamentary debate team. Anthony Flores (Baldwin Park) won bronze in the 
prose competition. Kai Vibar (Walnut) won bronze in programmed oral interpretation and 
bronze as part of a duo interpretation team. And Alexandria Romero (Chino) won bronze in 
dramatic interpretation and bronze as part of a duo interpretation team.  
 

The team is coached by faculty members Roxan Arntson, Danny Cantrell, and Roger 
Willis-Raymondo. Since 1994, Mt. SAC has won nine community college national titles and 
has placed among the top 10 in university-level competition four times. 
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Mt. SAC Health Career Students Win 10 Medals at Nationals 

 
 
WALNUT, Calif., June 28, 2016–– Mt. San Antonio College health career students recently won 
10 medals––seven gold and three silver––at the Health Occupation Students of America 
(HOSA) national competition. More than 6,6400 secondary and post-secondary students 
competed in 56 different health-related events at the national leadership event held June 22-
26 in Nashville, TN.  
 
 Remington Cole (Pomona), Rebecca Cruz (Rancho Cucamonga), Sue Mass (Chino 
Hills), and Felicia Ngo (Alhambra) all won gold medals in the creative problem solving 
competition. 
 
 Maria Jauregui (Covina), Kirk Loualhati (Covina), and Jose Montiel-Flores won gold 
medals in the biomedical debate competition.  
 
 Yessenia Campos (El Monte), Keili Hiniker (Walnut), and La Tonya McDaniel (Perris) 
all won silver medals in creative problem solving.  
 

 “We had 10 competitors this year, and all 10 were either gold or silver medalists. 
That is quite an achievement,” said Mt. SAC psychiatric technician professor and HOSA 
advisor Mary Ellen Reyes. “Being involved in and competing in HOSA is a life-changing 
experience for students.” 
 

HOSA, established in 1976 by the U.S. Department of Education, is the national 
organization for secondary and post-secondary health career students. The organization 
provides students in 40 states with skills, leadership development, and career development.  
 
 
 
 
 

### 
(0616041) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                         Contact: Mike Taylor, (909) 274-5334 
                                                                
 

 
 

Mt. SAC Honors Student Awarded $40,000 Jack Kent Cooke Scholarship 

 
 
WALNUT, Calif., May 20, 2016–– Mt. San Antonio College honors student Kristin Ho is one 
of only 75 community college students selected from a pool of over 2,000 applicants across 
the nation to receive the 2016 Jack Kent Cooke Transfer Scholarship. Ho’s selection marks 
the fourth time in the last 10 years that Mt. SAC students have been named for this 
prestigious scholarship.  
 

A Pomona resident, Ho, 24, was awarded a scholarship valued at up to $40,000 
annually, which she will use to continue her education next fall. She will transfer to Mount 
Holyoke College majoring in art history and philosophy. Ho will graduate from Mt. SAC 
this June with a degree in art history and a 3.64 GPA.  

 
“Kristin has worked hard both academically and as a student leader on campus,” 

said Mt. SAC Student Services Vice President Audrey Yamagata-Noji. “It’s a very 
prestigious honor to be selected for this scholarship. Kristin is very deserving and 
represents the best that community colleges have to offer.”  

 
Ho was instrumental in founding the Roosevelt Institute at Mt. SAC, which promotes 

progressive policy ideas and leadership. At the college, she has been fundamental in 
inspiring her fellow student to become engaged in policy research and analysis at local, 
national, and international levels.  
 

The Jack Kent Cooke Undergraduate Transfer Scholarship Program was designed to 
help community college students with exceptional promise and demonstrated financial 
need make the transition to four-year colleges and universities. It is the largest private 
scholarship in the nation for community college transfer students. Recipients are eligible for 
graduate school scholarships as well. 

 
Every year, the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation selects high-achieving, low-income 

students from community colleges for scholarships that provide funding for tuition, room 
and board, fees and books. Since 2000 it has awarded about $147 million in scholarships to 
more than 2,000 students and $90 million in grants to organizations that serve outstanding 
low-income students.  
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