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English Basic Skills Sequence: 

Methodology and Overall Findings 

Goal: This report looks at the details of progress through the English Basic Skills Sequence. The goal 
is to identify the largest obstacles to completion of the sequence, both in general and for the 
demographic groups who have the lowest sequence completion rates. 

Lots of Details Were Examined: 

This analysis looks at the details of the English 
Basic Skills Sequence. The data are calculated 
for: 

1. The sequence of courses: LERN 81 → 
ENGL 67 → ENGL 68 → ENGL 1A 

2. At each course level the following 
milestones were examined: 

a. Initial Success: Course success 
the first time students take the 
course, as a percentage of 
those who enroll in the course. 

b. Ultimate Success: Course 
success after including any 
repeat enrollments, as a 
percentage of those who 
initially enroll in the course. 

c. Progression if Successful: 
Progression to taking the next 
course after successful 
completion of the current 
course, as a percentage of 
those who successfully pass the 
course. 

3. Each milestone for each course is 
evaluated separately based on the first 
English course taken by the students. 

This analysis was repeated for each low 
performing demographic group and compared 
to the Mt. SAC average. 
  
Students who had taken AmLa were excluded. 
Timeframe: The data is based on academic 
years 2008-2009 through 2012-2013. 
 

Simple Findings: 

1. Progression is lower than course success. 
It is usually a bit lower than initial success 
(the 1st time a student takes a course), and 
it is 12 to 14 percentage points lower than 
ultimate success (accounting for retakes). 

Progression is a bigger hurdle than 
success. 

2. Starting level matters. 
Across all milestone types, the rates for 
students who start in LERN 81 are lower 
than the rates for ENGL 67, which are 
lower than the rates for ENGL 68. The 
rates for students who start in ENGL 1A 
are back down to levels between LERN 81 
and ENGL 67. 

3. Retakes: More courses taken = More 
likely to retake if needed 
As with all other Basic Skills sequences 
(Math and AmLa) the number of courses 
already taken makes a large difference in 
whether students retake a course if they 
do not pass on the first attempt. 

In the first English course a student takes, 
the improvement from Initial Success (the 
1st attempt at the course) to Ultimate 
Success (which includes retakes) is 6 to 9 
percentage points. For the third and fourth 
courses taken the improvement is 15 and 
18 percentage points, respectively. 

What does this say about students’ 
dedication?  

About efficient use of college resources? 
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Disproportionately Impacted Groups 

 

 

Latino/Latina 

25.0% sequence completion rate 
which is 87% of the Mt. SAC average of 28.6% 

For Latinos/Latinas the issue is course level. The higher the level of the course the farther behind 
average the rates become. This holds both for first course taken as well as level of the current 
course. Rates for Latinos/Latinas in the various milestones in LERN 81 are one or two percentage 
points higher than average. This falls to 
one percentage point lower than 
average by the time these students 
reach ENGL 1A. Also, as the starting 
level increases, Latino/Latina students 
are increasingly far behind average. 
Thus, Latino/Latina students whose first 
English course is ENGL 1A have Initial 
and Ultimate Success rates 6 and 5 
percentage points lower than average 
respectively.  

This pattern holds across all the milestone types (Initial and Ultimate Success, and Progression if 
Successful) 

These disproportionately impacted groups are identified by comparing their overall sequence 
completion rate to that of all non-AmLa Mt. SAC students who take English Basic Skills sequence 
courses. This rate is related to the Basic Skills Completion Rate from the Chancellor’s Office 
Scorecard. However it uses a different methodology and shorter timeframes. The Mt. SAC overall 
sequence completion rate is 28.6%. See the notes at the end of this report for comments and 
references about the methodology. 

These groups, which are identified as having a disproportionate impact, were studied in hopes of 
identifying specific courses or types of milestones which contribute the most to the impact. 

African American 

17.2% sequence completion rate 
which is 60% of the Mt. SAC average of 28.6% 

African Americans have lower rates across all 
the courses and all the milestone types (Initial 
and Ultimate Success, and Progression if 
Successful). They are closest to average in ENGL 
68, and in ENLG 1A if ENGL 1A was not their 
first English course. 

 

Table 1 
Difference in Ultimate Success 

 Between Latino/Latina and All Mt. SAC 

  First English Course Taken 

C
u

rr
en

t 
C

o
u

rs
e  LERN81 ENGL67 ENGL68 ENGL1A 

LERN81 2%    
ENGL67 1% -1%   
ENGL68 0% -2% -3%  
ENGL1A -1% -2% -3% -5% 

 

Age 20+ 

19.9% sequence completion rate 
which is 69% of the Mt. SAC average of 28.6% 

Older students have slightly lower rates on all 
milestones, but are noticeably lower on 
progression milestones. (-3% to -10% for 
progression, from equal to -5% for all other 
milestones.) Note that older students are 
usually expected to have higher success rates. 
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* Data for students with disabilities and foster youth are only available in Banner starting with 
academic year 2009 – 2010, so a four year timeframe is used both for these groups and the Mt. SAC 
average. 
  

Students with Disability 
17.1% sequence completion rate 

which is 59% of the Mt. SAC average of 29.3% 
(4yrs*) 

For students with disabilities the improvement 
after retaking the course is almost always 
higher than average.  

They have lower initial success rates (from the 
first time they take a course). These rates are 
further behind average in the lower courses. 
Initial success is 13 percentage points less than 
average in ENGL 67, but only 1 point less in 
ENGL 1A. 

Foster Youth 
17.9% sequence completion rate 

which is 61% of the Mt. SAC average of 29.3% 
(4yrs*) 

Foster Youth have lower rates on nearly all 
milestones by up to 9 percentage points. But 
their rates are the closest to average in LERN 
81 and are equal to the Mt. SAC average for 
ultimate success in that course. 

Male 
26.6% sequence completion rate 

which is 93% of the rate of 30.7% for females 

The patterns for gender relate to course level, 
with little difference by milestone type (initial 
or ultimate success, or progression). 

The rates for men are lower, by 3 to 7 
percentage points, in LERN 81 and ENGL 67, 
especially when ENGL 67 is the 1st course 
taken.  

In ENGL 68 and ENGL 1A men average one 
percentage point lower. But men who start in 
LERN 81 are up to 3 percentage points higher 
in ENGL 68 and ENGL 1A. 

 

(Note that this comparison is to the rates for 
females, not to the Mt. SAC average.) 
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Background: Data and Notes 
 

Table 2 

Course Success and Progression to Next Course 
For the English Basic Skills Sequence 

 

  First English Course Taken  

Milestone  LERN81 ENGL67 ENGL68 ENGL1A 
Course 

Average Range 

LERN81 Initial Success  67%       67%   

LERN81 Ultimate Success  73%    73%   

LERN81 Progression if Successful  59%    59%   

ENGL67 Initial Success  58% 70%   69% 12% 

ENGL67 Ultimate Success  72% 79%   78% 7% 

ENGL67 Progression if Successful  59% 67%   66% 8% 

ENGL68 Initial Success  62% 71% 76%  72% 14% 

ENGL68 Ultimate Success  77% 82% 84%  82% 7% 

ENGL68 Progression if Successful  67% 70% 70%  70% 4% 

ENGL1A Initial Success  58% 67% 70% 67% 67% 12% 

ENGL1A Ultimate Success  77% 82% 83% 76% 81% 8% 

 
 
 
 

Table 3 

Improvement in Success Rate 
From Initial Attempt to Ultimate Attempt 

 
Course of 

success 
rate 

First English Course Taken 

LERN81 ENGL67 ENGL68 ENGL1A 

LERN81 6%       

ENGL67 14% 9%    

ENGL68 15% 11% 8%   

ENGL1A 18% 15% 13% 9% 
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Table 4 

Milestone Rates and Throughput 
For the English Basic Skills Sequence 

  First English Course Taken 

  LERN81 ENGL67 ENGL68 ENGL1A 

Milestone  

M
ile

st
o

n
e 

Th
ro

u
gh

p
u

t 

M
ile

st
o

n
e 

Th
ro

u
gh

p
u

t 

M
ile

st
o

n
e 

Th
ro

u
gh

p
u

t 

M
ile

st
o

n
e 

LERN81 Ultimate Success  73% 73%         

LERN81 Progression if Successful  59% 43%         

ENGL67 Ultimate Success  72% 31% 79% 79%      

ENGL67 Progression if Successful  59% 18% 67% 53%      

ENGL68 Ultimate Success  77% 14% 82% 43% 84% 84%   

ENGL68 Progression if Successful  67% 9% 70% 31% 70% 59%   

ENGL1A Ultimate Success  77% 7% 82% 25% 83% 49% 76% 

         

Sequence completion rate * (throughput) for students 
starting below ENGL 1A as a weighted average by 

percent of students starting at each level: 

    

    

28.6%   

 
The throughput is the percentage of those who enrolled in the “first English course taken” who remain 
after the milestone on that row. Note the impact of the length of the sequence. 

 
 
* Notes on the sequence completion rate: 
The “sequence completion rate” is a measure of how many students who start in a Basic Skills course 
pass a college level course. It is a version of the measure reported in the 2015 Student Equity Plan. It is 
calculated using a two year window at each level to take the next course. This results in a sequence 
completion rate about 62% of that produced by the Scorecard with its six year window for the entire 
sequence. See the Attachment to the 2015 Student Equity Plan for a description of the calculation. The 
calculation has been modified slightly in that it now uses the ultimate success rate rather than the 
initial success rate for the final course in the sequence. 


